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This guide is not the College’s advising resource of record.  For the most accurate and up-to-date information on 
concentration and secondary field requirements, please consult the undergraduate Handbook for Students.     
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Welcome to Harvard!
oon you will take your first steps on a journey that will span the next four years.  One of the most important steps will 
be finding your intellectual home – the field of study (“concentration”) you’re most excited to delve into, and the com-
munity of like-minded faculty and students you’re most excited to join. Approach this goal with an open mind. There 
are many ways that Harvard can support you in pursuing long-standing interests of yours, but we strongly encourage 

you to explore new possibilities as well.

Every field of study at Harvard is taught by members of the faculty who are themselves creators of new knowledge. Learning 
from research scholars at the cutting edge of their fields is a completely different learning experience from the one most stu-
dents have in high school. Fields you may think you know a lot about – e.g., Chemistry, Economics, or English – bear little 
resemblance to their high school counterparts. Don’t allow presuppositions to guide you in your decision making.

The journey ahead of you is an exciting one.  You may have already decided where you want it to lead you and thought a lot 
about your plan.  That’s great.  Even so, we hope you will take risks and explore. Your intellectual home at Harvard may be 
someplace you least expect, even in a field of study you weren’t aware existed before you got here. You’ll never know unless 
you study all your options from the outset; follow interesting leads; talk with lots of people (advisors, faculty, peers); and 
check out lots of classes.  The more you explore and take chances early on, the greater is the chance that you will have an 
intellectually transformative experience at Harvard.

Exploring will be fun, but it will also take some effort on your part. Bear in mind that the choices you make have their 
tradeoffs.  You will only take  only approximately 32 courses (out of thousands) over the span of your Harvard career; you 
will complete only one concentration.  Choosing wisely starting now begins with learning about the myriad options at your 
disposal: for example,

• how different fields of study are structured at Harvard (e.g., how they are taught, the sort of work their faculty do) 
• unique opportunities each offers (e.g., study abroad, independent research, lab experiences);
• requirements of each (courses, capstone projects, etc.);
• the differences between closely related fields (e.g., Integrative Biology versus Human Evolutionary Biology);
• recommended gateway courses for fields you’re interested in exploring;
• which fields have specific course sequencing requirements (that may require planning in freshman year)1

How should you begin? By reading (or at least skimming) the 49 Book from cover to cover. Mark the pages, noting things 
that interest you, in particular courses you may wish to check out in fall or spring. Bring the book and your notes to meetings 
with your academic advisor, and continue exploring by browsing department websites, speaking with departmental advisors, 
and attending the first lectures of gateway classes. Revisit the book and your notes in the months ahead. They will be an 
invaluable resource for you in the three semesters before you declare your concentration.

You should also use this book to prepare for two important advising opportunities this year: the academic fairs that will take 
place during Opening Days and Advising Fortnight – a two week period of pre-concentration advising events (department 
open houses, faculty and alumni panels, concentration information sessions, and other events) – that will take place in late 
spring.

1. In particular, science and engineering/applied science fields.  Premedical requirements also require early attention if you plan on finish-
ing them during college (they can also be completed, in part or in whole, in a post-baccalaureate program of study).  Note: premed studies 
can be successfully combined with any Harvard concentration. Medical schools give no preference, in admissions, to certain fields 
of study versus others.

S
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In this book, you will find overviews of:

• academic advising at Harvard 
• Harvard’s curriculum
• Harvard’s concentrations and secondary fields, including: 
 - what you can learn by studying them
 - what sort of advising they offer
 - how you can explore them (through suggested gateway courses, etc.)
 - what their alumni have gone on to do
 - additional information they would like you to know
 - whom you can contact for answers and advice
 - links to their websites

Questions? 
Ask your advisor or email the Advising Programs Office (advising@fas.harvard.edu). 

Good luck and happy reading!

Fields of Concentration and the 49 Book
Fields of Concentration (handbook.fas.harvard.edu) is the official record of all concentration requirements and directs all 
students in what they must do in order to receive concentration credit.  There are many other sources of concentration infor-
mation including department websites and handbooks as well as the 49 Book.  You are encouraged to consult each of these 
for different purposes, but will be expected to complete the requirements outlined in Fields of Concentration for the year in 
which you declare your concentration.

Choosing a concentration is one of the most important academic decisions that you will make during your time at Harvard.   
It is critical that you take the time you need to explore the range of concentrations and academic opportunities that are afford-
ed to you in each area.  We encourage you to explore all of your varied interests before determining which concentration to 
pursue. In making your decision, we also encourage you to consult Fields of Concentration to learn which specific courses or 
other academic work you will be required to complete to fulfill the requirements of your intended concentration.



6

How to Read the  Fields of Concentration 
      in the Handbook for Students
The following explanation offers some insight into how to use Fields of Concentration to explore the requirements for each 
concentration.  While each entry is unique, there are some general principles that guide each concentration’s description.

All concentration entries begin with an introductory statement offering information about what students will study in con-
centration courses, what specific skills students will learn through their coursework, and what the overall goals for concentra-
tors are as determined by the faculty overseeing the concentration.  You are encouraged to read these entries carefully, as they 
are the basis by which particular courses are determined for concentration credit.

Following the introductory material, the concentration outlines the specific “Required Courses” for students pursuing a basic 
concentration as well as for honors eligibility (if available).  The requirements may include specific courses such as “Eco-
nomics 10a and 10b” in Economics or may offer a general topic for courses such as “One course that focuses significantly on 
U.S. or European history” in History.  

Next, the requirements will indicate whether a “tutorial” is required for students.  A tutorial is a seminar designed to train 
concentrators in the methods of the discipline.  These courses often involve research and writing.  Many tutorials are de-
signed to prepare students for more advanced work 
in the field, such as a thesis.

The requirements may also outline whether you 
may take courses pass/fail, use alternate courses 
to fulfill requirements, or whether there are any 
unique components such as a writing, research, or 
language requirement.  This information will ordi-
narily be listed under “Other information.”

Information about formal joint concentrations 
will also be included in the concentration entry 
in Fields.  If you are considering pursuing a joint 
concentration, you should review this information 
carefully, as the number of required courses will 
generally be greater than for a single concentra-
tion.  

Each concentration will also outline its approach 
to “Advising” including specific information about 
how concentration advisors are assigned and how 
you can connect with faculty in the department.  
Finally, each department lists information in “How 
to Find Out More” about the concentration.  This 
section often includes the contact information for 
the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS), 
Head Tutor, or other advisors in the concentration.  

Reading through the entries for Fields of Concen-
tration for those areas of study in which you are 
interested will provide you with a solid grounding 
in what you will learn from a particular concentra-
tion and what courses you will take.  It is helpful 
for planning purposes and for learning more about 
the department’s approach to the concentration.
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Academic Advising At Harvard
Students often come to college  set on what they intend to study 
and with preconceived ideas about the goals of a college education. 
Good advising challenges students to expand their thinking about the 
transformative opportunity that college presents.  It challenges you to 
explore and to take chances in ways you might never have before.  It 
challenges you to think hard about who you are and who you wish to 
be – intellectually, personally, and socially – and about how the aca-
demic choices you make these next four years can help you become 
your best and truest self. 

The next four years you will work a lot with academic advisors.  Some 
will be assigned to you; many you will seek out on your own.  Your 
most productive advising relationships, built on mutual respect, will 
require you to take an active role.  Advising in college is very dif-
ferent from advising in high school.  No one person at Harvard has 
the answers to all the questions you may have or knows everything 
about Harvard’s curriculum, its 49 concentrations, or its thousands of 
academic and extracurricular opportunities.  At every stage of your 
Harvard career you will have a network of assigned advisors.  It’s your 
job to build your network out as your interests evolve, to solicit advice 
widely, and to exercise your own best judgment in making decisions.   
You are in the driver’s seat, but you’re not alone.  The most successful 
Harvard students invest time and energy in developing meaningful 
advising relationships. We hope you’ll do the same.

I very rarely tell a student 
what to do, but rather help them 
understand the pros and cons of 
various courses of action, and 

let them make decisions and own 
the consequences of those 

decisions

My role as an advisor, above all else, is to help students appreciate 
the power they possess within as they continue on a journey of 

self-discovery and fulfillment.

By encouraging reflection, 
pointing out possibilities, 

and leading our advisees to 
explore possible pathways, 
we advisors encourage our 
advisees to appreciate their 
journey and to craft it into 
something uniquely theirs.
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 The Advising Relationship

Advisors Are Expected To: 
Provide Informed Support, acting as a sounding board for your ideas and offering advice that fits with your goals

Have a Broad Understanding of Harvard’s Curriculum, helping to guide you in your course selection and long-term aca-
demic planning

Be Aware of Harvard’s Resources, helping you to connect with faculty and staff for specialist advising and with Harvard’s 
many support services if or as you need them.  (Advisors are not expected to know the answer to every question; they are 
expected  to refer you to others as appropriate.)

Be Accessible, Responsive, and Proactive, letting you know how to reach them, responding to questions or concerns of 
yours, and reaching out to you throughout the year.

Advisors
• Provide Informed Support
• Understand Harvard’s Curriculum
• Are aware of Harvard’s Resources
• Are accessible, Responsive, and Proactive

Advisees
• Keep an Open Mind
• Take Initiative
• Are responsive
• Are prepared

Advisees Are Expected To:  
Keep an Open Mind,  exploring academic pathways you may not have considered – or even been aware of – before you came 
to Harvard; weighing the advice your advisor gives you; and seeking multiple perspectives.

Take Initiative, coming to your advisor with questions, seeking out campus resources, researching solutions to problems, and 
taking active steps to build your network of advisors.

Be Responsive, replying to your advisor’s outreach in a timely manner.

Be Prepared, coming to your advising meetings with notes, questions, and any information you may have gathered already; 
thinking seriously about the advising issues that impact you; and apprising your advisor of any changes in your academic 
goals.
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Building Your Board of Advisors
The core members of your advising team each year are listed below.

In addition to these official advisors, you are strongly encouraged to ‘recruit’ other members of the Harvard community – 
faculty and staff – to your advising board.  A successful college experience depends critically on the connections you yourself 
make starting in the first year...

• Proctor
• Freshman Advisor
• Peer Advising Fellow
• Resident Dean of Freshmen

• Sophomore Advisor
• Sophomore Advising Coordinator
• Resident Dean
• House Masters
• Concentration Advisors

• Proctor
• Freshman Advisor
• Peer Advising Fellow
• Resident Dean of           

Freshmen

• Concentration Advisors
• Thesis Advisor
• Resident Tutors
• Specialty House Advisors
• Resident Dean
• House Masters

• Sophomore Advisor
• Sophomore Advising Coordinator
• Proctor
• Freshman Advisor
• Peer Advising Fellow
• Resident Dean of Freshmen

Terms 1-2

Terms 3-4

Terms 4-8
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Board of Freshman Advisors (BFA)
The Board of Freshman Advisors is made up of faculty, staff 
and Proctors. Freshman Advisors help you select courses, 
connect with resources, think about how to balance your 
time, plan for your concentration, and explore curricular and 
extracurricular interests. Each Freshman Advisor works with 
three to six first-year students.

Peer Advising Fellow (PAF)
Peer Advising Fellows are sophomores, juniors, or seniors 
who are hired and trained by the Advising Programs Office 
to provide mentoring assistance to first-year students. PAFs 
are assigned by entryway and, together with the entryway 
Proctors, are responsible for running entryway-based pro-
gramming.

Fellows are matched with approximately nine freshmen in 
each entryway and bring a student’s perspective to your first-
year advising network.

Proctor
Proctors are staff or graduate students who live in the dorms 
and advise you on personal, residential, social, and academic 
matters. For some freshmen, your Proctor also serves as your 
academic advisor. Every Proctor oversees an entryway of 
approximately 25 to 30 students, and, together with a small 
group of Peer Advising Fellows, help build community in 
their entryways.

• your most rewarding intellectual experience ever
• your favorite class last year
• what you’re most excited to study in college
• what you’re thinking of doing after college
• the motivation behind your thinking
• any changes in your interests or plans since you arrived 

on campus
• what you understand the role of the liberal arts to be in 

your college experience
• how you can balance your time between coursework and 

extracurricular activities
• challenges you’ve experienced in the past
• challenges you think you may confront in college
• how you’re enjoying your Harvard experience so far
• any special goals you have set for yourself this year
• particular opportunities (like overseas study, internships, 

or research) you may wish to pursue

First-Year Advising
The goal of first-year advising is to help you transition to college academics, assist you in navigating Harvard and its resourc-
es and in exploring the wealth of opportunities you’ll find here, and help to guide you down the path to your eventual choice 
of concentration.

The advising network of all first-year students includes a Proctor, a freshman academic advisor, a Peer Advising Fellow, and a 
Resident Dean of Freshmen.  This network serves as your go-to resource for academic and non-academic advice.

Sample Topics to 
Discuss with Members of Your 

Advising Network

Resident Dean of Freshmen (RDF)
The Freshman Dean’s Office (FDO) is responsible for the 
overall well-being of first-year students. Four Resident 
Deans of Freshmen (RDFs), each serving students in
a different group of dorms, work closely with faculty and 
Proctors in support of students’ academic and personal wel-
fare. RDFs also serve on the College’s Administrative Board.
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Sophomore Advising
Like first-year students, sophomores also have a network of advisors: a Sophomore Advisor (SA), a Sophomore Advising Co-
ordinator (SAC), and a Resident Dean (RD). The goal of the sophomore advising program is to help students transition into 
the Houses, engage in more focused academic exploration, and – towards the end of the third term – choose their concentra-
tion.

When students choose a concentration, a concentration advisor or team of advisors joins their advising network. Though con-
centration advisors serve as the primary academic advisors of students in their fourth term, SAs continue to provide advising 
support.

Sophomore Advisor (SA)
Sophomore Advisors help students select courses, choose 
their concentration, connect with advisors in the departments, 
and plan for such opportunities as study abroad, fellowships, 
and summer internships. Being in residence, they provide 
more holistic advising guidance as well.

Sophomore Advising Coordinator 
(SAC)
Sophomore Advising Coordinators work with House Masters 
and Resident Deans, as well as with the Advising Programs 
Office (APO), to administer their House’s sophomore advis-
ing program. SACs coordinate the advising work of Soph-
omore Advisors in their residence, run advising events, and 
provide one-on-one advising support for sophomores in their 
residence.

Allston Burr Assistant Dean 
(ABAD)
Every House has an Allston Burr Assistant Dean who serves 
as a resource for all students in the residence to consult on 
academic or personal matters. ABADs are the chief academic 
officer in their House and serve on the College’s Administra-
tive Board.

Concentration Advisors (CA) 
Once students declare their concentration (toward the end 
of the third term), their advisor of record becomes someone 
in their department.  CAs help students develop their plan 
of study with special consideration to their concentration 
requirements. (They also advise pre-concentrators.) In select 
concentrations CAs either live in Houses (as House Tutors) 
or have non-residential House affiliations.

House Tutors
House Tutors serve as Sophomore Advisors for small groups 
of students in their residence, and as generalist advisors for 
students in their entryways, advising on a range of academic 
and non-academic issues. Certain House Tutors also serve as 
Specialty Tutors (e.g., premed Tutors) for all students in their 
House.

House Masters
House Masters set the tone for each House, facilitating the 
cohesion of students, staff, and resident advisors into close-
knit residential communities. They do this in ways that are 
unique to each House.
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Updated contact information for concentration advisors can be found on the concentration pages in this 
book and on the 49 Website at concentrations.fas.harvard.edu. 

Concentration Advising
When students declare their concentration, their department 
assumes primary responsibility for providing them with aca-
demic advising, which falls to a Concentration Advisor (CA) 
or team of advisors. Each concentration has its own advising 
structure and procedures. We strongly encourage you to seek 
out specialist advising in the concentrations starting this year 
to begin preparing for this essential step on your academic 
path.

Concentration (and pre-concentration) advising guides stu-
dents in three phases: from an appropriate set
of introductory courses in a particular field of study, to advanced work in that field and, when applicable, through a final 
project or thesis in the senior year. 

Most concentrations take a team approach 
to advising; students are able to

seek advice from a variety of sources, such 
as the Director of Undergraduate Studies or 

Head Tutor, the Assistant Director of 
Undergraduate Studies or Assistant Head 

Tutor, and the Undergraduate Coordinator.
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Accessible Education Office
The AEO supports the needs and rights of members of the 
Harvard community – students, faculty, and staff – with 
disabilities or chronic health issues. 

See aeo.fas.harvard.edu.

Bureau of Study Counsel
The BSC provides peer tutoring, group and individual 
counseling, reading courses, and a number of additional 
advising supports for students. It approaches each student 
holistically. 

See bsc.harvard.edu.

Freshman Dean’s Office
The FDO is responsible for the well-being of first-year 
students throughout the year. It also oversees pre-
orientation programs and collaborates with the Advising 
Programs Office (APO) in administering Opening Days for 
first-year students. 

See fdo.fas.harvard.edu.

General Education
The Program in General Education comprises the largest set 
of degree requirements outside of the concentration.  
Students must take one Gen Ed course in each of eight 
categories in order to graduate. The Gen Ed Office advises 
on this requirement.

See generaleducation.fas.harvard.edu.

Harvard Chaplains
Harvard Chaplains is the umbrella organization of chaplains, 
representing over 25 of the world’s religious traditions, who 
serve Harvard’s diverse student communities. 

See chaplains.harvard.edu.

Harvard College Women’s Center
The HCWC sponsors a variety of programs that address 
issues to do with women and gender.  It provides informa-
tion and resources and it helps connect and support students, 
faculty, and alumnae.

See hcwc.fas.harvard.edu.

Additional Advising Resources
Office of Career Services
The OCS offers information and advice on everything from 
jobs and internships to planning for careers or graduate 
school. Sign up for OCS listservs to receive information 
about upcoming events. 

See ocs.fas.harvard.edu.

Office of International Education
The OIE advises on term-time and summer study abroad 
opportunities. 

See oie.fas.harvard.edu.

Office of Student Life
The OSL integrates the academic, residential, and co-
curricular components of students’ lives, linking their 
experiences outside the classroom to the academic mission 
of the College and their intellectual, public service, and 
leadership interests to their future aspirations.

See osl.fas.harvard.edu.

Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Fellowships
The URAF serves Harvard students, faculty, and staff as the 
primary source of information about undergraduate research 
and about a range of fellowship opportunities.

See uraf.harvard.edu.

Harvard College Writing Center
The Writing Center offers assistance to students with all 
aspects of their writing, from specific assignments to 
general writing skills.  

See writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu.
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A Liberal Education
Starting with the class of 1914, Harvard has required all students to pursue an education that balances both breadth and depth. 
Breadth exposes you to a wide array of disciplines and approaches to learning and may push you outside your comfort zone. 
Depth allows you to develop more expert knowledge of a particular field of study and learn techniques of analysis and criti-
cism that are specific to that field.

No matter which concentration you choose to pursue, Har-
vard will challenge you to think critically, to make reasoned 
inferences and to support your theories; to listen to oppos-
ing points of view and learn from them; to argue your own 
views and support them with evidence; to draw
meaningful connections across multiple disciplines; and 
to test hypotheses and to modify them in the face of new 
evidence. All of these essential skills will serve you well 
in any future career. The goal of a liberal education is not 
simply to learn the right answers but to learn how to ask the 
right questions.

…the values of diligence, high aspiration, 
mutual concern, and personal integrity…are 
the foundation of what we as an academic 

community exist to do and to be.

President Drew Faust
2/5/13

“
”

32 Courses 4 per term
Program in General Education 8 courses
Expository Writing 1-2 courses
Language Requirement 0-2 courses
Concentration 10-16 courses*
Electives 2-13 courses

Requirements for the Degree

Breadth Depth

Electives

• Program in General Education
• Expository Writing
• Language Requirement
• Electives

• Concentration
• Electives

• Freshman seminars
• Secondary fields
• Study abroad
• Foreign language citation
• Wherever your curiosity leads you…

*Note that the S.B. degrees in Engineering and Applied 
Sciences require 21 courses.
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The Program in General Education
“Connecting liberal education to life beyond college.”

The Program in General Education is not a distribution requirement. General Education (or Gen Ed) seeks explicitly to “con-
nect a student’s liberal education – that is, an education conducted in a spirit of free inquiry, rewarding in its own right – to 
life beyond college.” Complementing the rest of the curriculum, every Gen Ed class is meant to connect to your life outside 
the classroom, and after Harvard, in one or more of the following ways:

• Helping to make you a better citizen
• Deepening your awareness of the role of cultural traditions in your life and in your communities
• Preparing you to deal with a rapidly changing world in a constructive way
• Enabling you to think more clearly about right and wrong

You must complete one course in each of the eight categories in Gen Ed. In order to fulfill Gen Ed requirements, courses 
must be taken for a letter grade. Additionally, one of these eight courses must also engage substantially with the Study of the 
Past.

You are required to take courses in each of these categories because Harvard believes you are going to encounter the prob-
lems, the issues, and the challenges that are associated with each of them every day of your life, whether, for instance, you 
are seeking to understand the rise of television as a medium for critically acclaimed dramatic art; learn about the new Harvard 
University Art Museums and the role of museums in society; learn about the impact of climate change, natural disasters and 
man-made disasters on human and natural systems; understand the importance of recent supreme court decisions to do with 
Obamacare and insurance coverage for contraceptives; understand the implications of violence in Syria; or understand the 
implications of income disparity and unemployment.

AI Aesthetic & Interpretive Understanding
CB Culture & Belief
EMR Empirical & Mathematical Reasoning
ER Ethical Reasoning

SLS Science of Living Systems
SPU Science of the Physical Universe
SW Societies of the World
US/W United States in the World

• You should consider taking one Gen Ed course per 
term. However, the only timing requirement is that 
you complete all of them by graduation.

• First-year students often find Gen Ed courses to be 
a useful a means of exploring new areas of inquiry 
and new approaches and of connecting with faculty 
across the university.

• Only Gen Ed courses taken for a letter grade may satisfy 
Gen Ed requirements.  

                                                                                     
• Many concentration courses also fulfill Gen Ed require-

ments, and many Gen Ed courses double-count for 
concentration credit (see the list at the end of this book).

• Check out Gen Ed course trailers at                                       
vimeo.com/harvardgened.

 

Gen Ed Helpful Hints

For more information on the Program in General Education, 
visit generaleducation.fas.harvard.edu.
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The Expository Writing Requirement
Writing well is one of the most important skills students should develop by 
the time they graduate from college. The ability to write clearly, truthfully, 
and convincingly is crucial for communicating with others in any number of 
the public and private spheres we inhabit—as consumers, family members, 
friends, community residents, or citizens of a democracy. Those who write 
well have the power to transform the worlds they navigate, big or small.

In college, this life-long project of being a thoughtful and effective com-
municator often takes the form of the academic essay. In Expos courses, 

you will learn the fundamentals of writing arguments of the types that you will encounter across a range of disciplines, from 
literature and anthropology to government and the life sciences. The Expos philosophy is that writing and thinking are in-
separably related and that good thinking requires good writing. Although your Expos instructor will critique the style of your 
papers, the class focuses most on strategies of argument – exploring evidence, shaping ideas and arranging them logically, ar-
ticulating a clear claim, and considering opposing claims and interpretations. Expos courses are based on a process of drafting 
and revising, so that you have the chance to deepen and refine your ideas—and even discover new ones. The careful attention 
to evidence also includes an emphasis on learning how and why using and citing sources responsibly is a bedrock value of an 
academic community. Indeed, the thoughtful and honest use of sources is vital to the Honor Code by which members of the 
Harvard community study and learn. 

Courses
The Writing Test that you took over the summer allows the Writing Program to ad-
vise you on whether you should enroll directly in the required course Expos 20 or 
whether you would be better served by enrolling first in the elective course Expos 
10. Note that this year, students placed in Expos 20 on the basis of their Writing 
Test have the option of applying to take Humanities 10a and 10b to fulfill their 
Expository Writing requirement.

Expos 10
Students who are recommended for Expos 10 on the basis of the Harvard Writing Test will meet with one of the Expos 10 
faculty during Opening Days to determine whether placement in Expos 10 is appropriate for them. Students who were not 
recommended for Expos 10 but who want to enroll in the class are also eligible to enroll with the permission of an Expos 
10 advisor. Each Expos 10 class is small, limited to 10 students, and students work closely with their preceptor, receiving 
abundant individual attention on the issues that are important to their writing. Students choose to take Expos 10 for a variety 
of reasons: some know that they haven’t written extensively in their previous courses and want more experience, while others 
feel unfamiliar with the conventions of the American academic essay. Some have strength in other kinds of writing but have 
less experience in the kind of analytical writing that Harvard courses will require. And some want to gain more confidence as 
they approach the expectations of college writing.

Expos 20
Expos 20 is taught in sections, allowing students to choose a course that suits their interests. It also ensures that each class has 
no more than the maximum number of students allowed (15) so that every student can receive as much individual attention as 
possible. Each Expos 20 course focuses on a certain topic and group of issues; no previous knowledge of the topic is required 
for any course. None of the 30 or more Expos 20 courses attempts to offer a comprehensive introduction to a field of study 
or survey of a body of art or knowledge. Rather, these courses seek to provide a substantive intellectual occasion for writing. 
Expos is foremost a course in writing. Although each course has its own required texts, the focus of whatever course a student 
chooses will be on strategies for writing analytical arguments, and strategies for reading in preparation for writing. Students 
who are recommended for Expos 20 are also eligible to fulfill the Expository Writing requirement by enrolling in Humanities 
10a and 10b; students must take both semesters during the freshman year to meet the requirement. More information about 
Humanties 10a and 10b can be found here: http://artsandhumanities.fas.harvard.edu/pages/pathways

Expos 10 is offered in the fall 
term only. Students who enroll 
in Expos 10 must fulfill their 

Expository Writing requirement 
by taking Expos 20 

in the spring.

For more information, including how to register for sections, 
visit writingprogram.fas.harvard.edu.

Your recommended 
course placement is 
on your Placement 

Report which you can 
access through the 

“Documents” tab on the 
student homepage at 

my.harvard.edu.
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The Language Requirement
Language study has a critical role in a liberal education. The study of languages is essential to understanding the importance 
of communication and other cultures in the context of a globalized world. Studying a language other than your own provides 
unique insights into how people from different cultural traditions think, communicate, and organize their world. Such study 
combats the insularity of an ethnocentric cultural perspective. It also makes entirely new areas accessible for you to research 
and explore.

You can satisfy the language requirement by:

• Passing one appropriate full year course or two semester long courses in 
one language at Harvard (must be taken for a letter grade); 

• Earning a minimum score of 700 on an SAT II Test that includes a reading 
component, a 5 on a College Board Advanced Placement exam, or 7 on an    
International Baccalaureate Higher Level exam;

• Earning a passing score on a placement exam administered by certain language departments;
• Providing evidence from the official high school transcript showing that your high school education was conducted in a 

language other than English;
• Completing an exam in the relevant language (if your native language is not English but your high school education was 

in English);
• Passing a language course or courses at the appropriate level in programs abroad, approved by the appropriate 

language department, either term-time or during the summer (must be 
taken for a letter grade).

Whether or not you place out of the language requirement, you should 
consider pursuing language study (at the first-year level and beyond). 
For most people, college is the last opportunity to study another lan- 
guage in depth, and to develop genuine facility with it. Many alumni 
report that they wish they had done more language study at Harvard

Check to see whether you have satisfied the language requirement and 
to learn your placement recommendations in your Placement Report 
which you can find in the “Documents” tab on the Student homepage at  
my.harvard.edu.

Harvard offers instruction, 
from beginning to advanced 

levels, in over 80 
languages, including Arabic, 
Czech, Hebrew, Irish, Latin, 
Nepali, Swedish, Vietnamese, 

Zulu, and more.

The language 
requirement must be 
met by the beginning 
of your junior year. 

The Concentration Requirement
Your concentration – your commitment to a particular discipline, field, or specialization – constitutes the depth component 
of your liberal education. A concentration provides you with a broad base of knowledge about a particular area of study and 
a sharpened set of skills (quantitative, writing, analytical, etc.). As you 
pursue your concentration, you will become a more sophisticated think-
er and learn to learn more deeply.

Concentration requirements vary widely from field to field. The number 
of required courses ranges from 10 to 21. Some concentrations require 
an application. Some are honors-only. Some require a thesis. Some 
allow for highly individualized design; others are more regimented, 
having, for instance, strict course sequencing requirements. Though 
your choice of concentration should be motivated, above all, by what 
interests you, it is important that you be aware of the concentration 
requirements of the different fields you’re considering, in particular any 
that may require you to start planning early. 

For more information
about choosing a concentration, 

see the section “Exploring
the Concentrations.” 

For specific concentration 
requirements, see the individual 
concentration pages in this book.
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Electives
Electives can be used to pursue a number of academic opportunities, including fresh-
man seminars, a secondary field, or a foreign language citation, or simply to satisfy a 
curiosity.

Freshman Seminars
Taught by some of Harvard’s most distinguished faculty, freshman seminars offer a unique 
setting to explore your interests, new fields of study and possible concentrations. Designed 
as small discussion-based courses, the goal of freshman seminars is to foster intimate and en-
gaging interaction between students and our faculty as they explore together topics of mutual 
interest.  

Freshman seminars ordinarily meet once per week for 2-3 hours. Their atmosphere is very 
welcoming, and they frequently offer special instructional activities — such as studio or lab 
work, field trips, concerts or exhibitions — that enhance the learning experience. They are in-
tellectually rigorous and demand significant engagement. Although seminars are graded SAT/
UNSAT, many concentrations will count freshman seminars for concentration credit. Please 
check with individual departments about their policies on freshman seminars. 

Admission to a freshman seminar is by application, and you may apply to as many seminars as you find of interest. Freshmen 
are eligible to enroll in two freshman seminars, one in each term. A matching algorithm determines assignment into seminars, 
taking into consideration a variety of factors, including student’s seminar choices, faculty offerings, and available seats. De-
mand for many freshman seminars is very high. In order to increase the chance of getting a seat in a seminar, you are encour-
aged to apply to at least five seminars as part of the application process. 

Freshman 
Seminars are a 
superb opportunity: 

• To explore      
intellectual 
interests. 

• Work closely 
with a faculty 
member. 

• Collaborate 
with peers. 

• Take an active 
role in shaping 
your education-
al journey.

For more information, visit freshmanseminars.college.harvard.edu.

Secondary Fields
Students who are interested in doing focused coursework in 
an additional academic area may elect to pursue a secondary 
field. Secondaries provide students with an opportunity to 
undertake guided and recognized work in a field other than 
their concentration. The trade-off in pursuing a secondary 
field is a reduction in your total number of free electives. 
Many concentrations offer secondary fields. These are 
entirely optional, and can only be declared after your concen-
tration.

Secondary fields not affiliated with concentrations

• Celtic Languages and Literatures
• Ethnicity, Migration, and Rights
• Energy and Environment
• Global Health and Health Policy
• Medieval Studies
• Microbial Sciences
• Mind, Brain, and Behavior
• Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia Regional 

Studies

Language Citations
Students often choose to pursue language study beyond the introductory level.  Language Citations recognize advanced 
achievement. To earn a citation, you need to complete four semesters of language study above and beyond the basic College 
requirement, and at least two of the courses you take must be at the third-year level or higher.

Students are allowed to pursue 
only one secondary field.

Secondary fields are declared after you  
have selected your concentration.

Freshman Seminars are often cited in 
students’ surveys as one of the best 
learning experiences at Harvard.

More than 35 languages offer the option of a 
language citation.
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Harvard offers 49 fields of study in four broad disciplinary areas (“divisions”): Arts and Humanities, Engineering and Ap- 
plied Sciences, Sciences, and Social Sciences. Choosing a concentration is the most important academic commitment you 
will make in college; with 49 to choose from, the choice can be both an exciting and a daunting one to make. It’s not just 
about requirements – it’s about you. Finding the right concentration requires you to understand your needs, your priorities, 
and your goals. Think seriously about what sort of learning experience you want at Harvard. Take your time! You have until 
the end of your third term of study to declare.

Your first three terms you should plan on exploring as much as you’re able. In addition to opportunities for you to explore the 
Harvard curriculum and to experience a taste of what the different concentrations have to offer – through the General Educa-
tion program, a freshman seminar, or courses offered by the departments – concentration advisors are also available to assist 
you in thinking about which program is best for you. The more thinking, planning, consulting, and exploring you do this year, 
the better prepared you will be to make your own best choice next 
year.

Before the start of fall term classes, the Advising Programs Office 
and the Freshman Dean’s Office co-host divisional fairs for first-
year students. These will help you select courses in fields of study in 
which you may already be interested and to explore others you may 
be encountering for the first time.

Advising Fortnight, an advising program towards the end of spring term, will also help you to focus your explorations. This 
program will kick off in Annenberg dining hall with an advising fair involving representatives of all 49 concentrations as 
well as the independent secondary fields. Over the next two weeks, every concentration will host at least one event (e.g., an 
open house, a panel discussion, an alumni presentation) where you can learn more about the concentration and meet faculty, 
students, or alumni who are eager to share their experiences with you. Certain related concentrations (e.g., the different life 
sciences fields) will also offer joint events to help students understand how they overlap and differ.

During Advising Fortnight, you will be required to have 
at least one “Advising Conversation” and to report what 
you learned on the Advising Network Portal. You will 
fulfill this requirement by attending at least one depart-
mental event or by meeting one-on-one with a depart-
mental advisor during posted office hours. Though you 

are only required to report one advising conversation during Fortnight, we hope that you will have 
many such conversations, indeed that you will take advantage of departmental advising throughout 
the year. (Faculty and other departmental advisors are always happy to meet with you even if, in the 
case of faculty, you are not currently enrolled in a class they are teaching.)

Check out “At Fortnight I learned…” 
on the concentration pages for 
insights from the Class of 2018

The Class of 2018
reported a total of 1973 

Advising Conversations!!

As you begin exploring different fields of study,
be sure to ask yourself such questions as…

Of course, there is also the book you’re reading now.  Read on…

...then seek out the information you need to answer them!

Exploring the Concentrations

• What kind of advising do I want to have?
• Does the prospect of writing a senior thesis or com-

pleting some other capstone project in my senior year 
intrigue me?

• What sort of intellectual community do I want to be 
part of?

• What am I most excited to learn about?
• What are the issues that most intrigue me?
• What sorts of problems (in science, human affairs, 

history, literature, etc.) do I want to solve?
• Am I interested in doing research? 
• Am I interested in studying abroad?
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Getting To Know Faculty/
Faculty Getting to Know You!

Who

Harvard faculty – among the finest educators, mentors, and scholars in the world – are mainstays of Harvard academic life.  
They are essential resources for you: teachers who will help guide you to an understanding of complex subject matter; advi-
sors and mentors, who will help you make the most out of your undergraduate years; and connectors, who will help you build 
community in college, and continue to advocate for your success in the future. The ways you interact with faculty at Harvard 
are liable to be different from the ways you interacted with teachers in high school.  Building relationships with faculty will 
require effort on your part, but the rewards of putting in that effort will be many. Sustained engagement with faculty, especial-
ly outside the classroom, is the calling card of successful Harvard students. 

As a rule of thumb, you should make it a goal of yours to get to know at least one faculty member each semester.

The terms used to denote faculty can be confusing.  In general, “faculty” is an umbrella term for those instructors who serve 
as course heads. There are several subsets of Harvard faculty. Professors are either tenured (“full” professors) or “assistant” 
or “associate” professors who are on the tenure track. As a rule, be sure to address professors (no matter their tenure status) 
in emails or in person as “Professor” unless they invite you do otherwise.  (It is always best to err on the side of formality 
in your greetings. When in doubt, address any instructor you encounter as “Professor” at first.  Faculty are often pleased to 
be called by their first name, but let them set the expectation.  Effective relationships are built on a basis of mutual respect.)  
Some courses are headed by lecturers. Lecturers almost always have a doctorate (PhD), and should be addressed as “Dr.” 
unless they say otherwise. Preceptors, another common subset of faculty, also hold doctorates. Preceptors generally teach 
sections of Expository Writing, languages, mathematics, or science courses. A key difference between lecturers and precep-
tors is that preceptors are not course heads. Preceptors, too, should be addressed as “Dr.”.  (Note: many courses, especially 
very large ones, also have teaching fellows, graduate or undergraduate students who serve in adjunctive teaching capacities.). 
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How

Office Hours

“Office hours” are times when faculty and other instructors (including teaching fellows) are available to meet with students 
for course-based advising, to assist with problem sets or assignments, or to offer general guidance. Office hours often take 
place in an instructor’s office (hence the name), though instructors sometimes arrange them in other locations. The schedule 
of office hours is generally noted on the online course syllabus and/or near the instructor’s office door. 

Students, especially those newer to college, often feel nervous about going to office hours. What if you don’t have a brilliant 
question to ask or a piercing insight to offer? What if you can’t think of anything to say? It’s perfectly normal to have these 
concerns. Don’t worry! Faculty don’t expect you to come to office hours with incisive questions or evidence of expertise.  
They simply expect you to engage with them – to come with some question, to express an interest in the subject matter they 
teach, to broach a conversation. Harvard faculty are incredibly impressive people, but they are also incredibly down-to-earth, 
and they love speaking with students, even students who are not in their courses. Don’t be shy about stepping into their       
offices! 

If you’re not sure how to start a conversation during office hours, try:
• asking the faculty about themselves. What got them interested in their field? Did they always dream of becoming profes-

sors? How did they arrive at Harvard? What was their own freshman year in college like?
• jotting down some impressions you had of a particular lecture, reading, or assignment – anything that might serve as a 

conversation-starting question or observation. You don’t need to be profound, you simply need to speak, and having a 
specific thought in mind to start you conversation might make it easier to do that. 

• writing down the specific questions you have about your class assignments in advance. Having a set of written thoughts 
to refer to can help build your confidence especially in your first meetings with instructors. 

• bringing a classmate along. Having a friend with you can help the conversation flow. 
• setting a goal to go to each of your instructors’ office hours at least once in the first semester. You may not click with 

every faculty member, and that’s okay. Going to office hours early in the year will get you in the habit of meeting with 
faculty, forming essential relationships with them, and learning how best to advocate for your own interests in college. 

Sometimes, office hours conflict with your schedule. When that happens, you’re welcome to email your instructor and ask if 
they could meet another time. Office hours are a time you know your faculty are available, but alternatives are often possible 
the more flexible you yourself can be in scheduling them. 

Asked what they wish they had done differently in freshman year, one of the most common responses upperclass students 
give is: “I wish I had taken more advantage of office hours.” Getting in the habit of doing so in your first year helps foster 
the sorts of relationships that may lead to research and other academic opportunities in future.  Getting to know faculty well 
means having strong advocates in your camp, advocates who can write letters of recommendation on your behalf and help 
prepare you for your post-graduate life. Start early!

• In lecture courses, stick around after class and introduce yourself to your instructors. 
• All faculty and teaching fellows are entitled to eat in the dining halls at no charge. Consider inviting them to a meal in 

Annenberg and engaging them in lengthier conversation than office hours typically allow.
• Once a semester, the Freshman Dean’s Office holds a formal First-Year Faculty Dinner in Annenberg. Faculty Dinners 

are great ways to get to know the faculty member you invite to join you.
• The Advising Programs Office, the Freshman Dean’s Office, and the academic departments host a variety of programs 

during the year that are designed to connect first-year students with faculty outside the classroom. Be sure to take advan-
tage of these opportunities! 

Other Ways
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Reading A Syllabus
Syllabi lay out the expectations that course instructors have for you and that you can have for them. Most courses post their 
syllabus on a dedicated course website. Course staff may also distribute paper copies of their syllabus during Course Selec-
tion Week.

It’s a good idea to collect the syllabi of every class you are considering taking. Review these syllabi with the different mem-
bers of your advising network, especially your freshman advisor. Experienced readers can help decipher things you don’t 
understand, or raise important questions you might not think to ask. 

Instructors
A syllabus tells you who is teaching your course – the course head and, as applicable, any other instructors such as teaching 
fellows. A syllabus usually provides contact information and the schedule of the instructor’s office hours as well.

Useful tip: put the office hours for the instructors of all your courses in your personal calendar.

Course Overview
You can tell a lot about a course by scanning its syllabus. Does work in the course focus primarily on reading/writing or on 
problem sets?  Is there a lab component?  Group projects?  How often are assignments due?  Are students expected to partici-
pate in class? 

Syllabi typically describe the learning objectives of a course and the topics it will cover. If there are any prerequisites for 
enrolling in the course, these will be noted as well.  

Course Materials
Syllabi typically note whatever course materials students will need (textbooks, etc.), sometimes suggesting vendors from 
whom they can be purchased, and/or letting you know that copies of them have been placed on reserve in the Harvard Col-
lege Libraries. 

Course Structure
Syllabi give the schedule of course meetings, typically noting the topics that will be covered each week (in lecture, section, or 
lab) and any preparation that students will need to do in advance. They may also give information about other meetings, such 
as problem solving lectures or review sessions, during the term. Some of these extra meetings may be required, and others 
may be optional. You are strongly encouraged to put all of these sessions in your personal calendar as well, and to attend 
them all (even the optional ones). 

It is very important to note the due dates for papers, problem sets, or projects on your calendar. Pay particular attention to the 
dates of the first assignments (which can give you valuable feedback about your progress in a course).

As you gather the syllabi for different classes you’re considering, be sure to note how the assignments in them line up. Are 
there weeks in which you would have several papers due, or midterms on consecutive days? Don’t be caught off guard. Make 
sure you speak with the members of your advising network – your freshman advisor in particular – ahead of time so that you 
can plan for approaching particularly demanding stretches of the term. 
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Grading Rubric

Syllabi tell you how assignments are weighted. In some courses, weekly assignments may combine to a small percentage of 
your final grade: in others, midterm/final exams or final projects may count for half or more of your final grade. Most syllabi 
will also note the course’s policy on late work or makeup exams.

Collaboration Policy
Different courses – and different fields of study in general – are liable to set different guidelines concerning the quantity and 
type of work you may do with the assistance of other students in the course. For instance, one course may encourage you to 
work on problem sets in groups, whereas another may require that all the work you submit be entirely your own. It is import-
ant that you have a clear understanding of what is allowed, encouraged, or prohibited in each of your courses.

If anything on a syllabus is unclear, or any questions you have are not addressed, 
ask your instructors or the members of your advising network! 

Adjusting to a college classroom is 
difficult and does take time, but it is key 
to know that a lot of learning is done in 
the dorm room (so to speak). By this I 
mean that a lot of classes require reading 
and practicing material on your own in 
order to learn all the required material by 
midterms and finals. So, by taking a look 
at your class calendar and syllabus early 
on in the semester, you can plan out just 
how much reading/practicing you need to 
do throughout the semester so it doesn't 
drown you during finals week. Not only 
does this alleviate a lot of stress during 
that last week, but also frees up a substan-
tial amount of time during the week – time 
you can use to catch a meal with friends 
or check out a meeting of that club you've 
been eying for weeks.”

“

My favorite parts of my life at Harvard have come 
from a "why not?" attitude that I try and approach 
new things with. Because I have a well-planned 
week, I can afford to simply try new things and 
then fit them in my schedule if/when I come to love 
them. Early planning truly gives one the opportu-
nity to improve all aspects of one's life and create 
the college atmosphere they are comfortable in.

“

”

Harvard has such an extensive 
and well-prepared network of 
academic support for students to 
take advantage of. Whether that 
is talking to a professor in office 
hours, meeting with counsel-
ors or tutors from the Bureau 
of Study Counsel, or coming to 
your PAFs and proctors, from my 
own personal experiences there 
are so many people that want to 
help you succeed at Harvard and 
they are easily within reach.”

“

PAF Words of 
  Wisdom
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PAFs to Peers...

Seek out 
and attend office hours. 

Frequently.  Once I got over my hesitation 
toward one-on-one time with my instructors, my 

academic life not only became more manageable, but I 
also developed lasting relationships with 

professors, preceptors, TAs, and other 
faculty.

I assumed 
at the start of my freshman year 

that, as a pre-med student, I would concentrate in 
one of the life sciences, and it wasn’t until after I took the 

introductory linguistics course on a whim that I realized linguis-
tics was the right concentration for me. All in all, Harvard has an 
incredible diversity of classes to take and areas of knowledge to 

study, so use your first two semesters at Harvard to ex-
plore new areas and to discover which academic 

field truly excites you.

You have to 
be a critical thinker in almost every 

aspect of your life here (What classes should I take? 
Why? Do I want final exams, papers, or a mixture? What extra-

curriculars do I want to do? Should I run for a leadership position? What 
is going to make me happy here in my new life?). Obviously you are smart, 

but these decisions cannot be made well without the right information. Some-
times you can’t find that information by yourself. Learning how to ask for help 

navigating Harvard is one of the best ways to be successful in this new en-
vironment. There are so many resources - proctors, PAFS, professors, 

TFs, office hours, peer counseling groups, the Writing Center,  
the BSC: use them. These resources exist 

because they work.

Freshman 
year is a time for you to explore 

your interests; try classes you never would 
have imagined your high school self 

would take.

At the end of the day, your well-being comes 
first. Harvard can be a wonderful place, but it can 

also be intimidating, confusing, stressful, and scary. 
You should know that you are by no means alone, 
and that you have the right to feel whatever it is 

you are feeling. You have the great fortune to be at 
a school that cares about its students, and you are 
among peers who are in the same boat. You will 

be surprised by how many people want to help and 
support you if you are just willing to ask.

At Harvard, I often felt like I was the only one who did not 
have a massive number of friends, like I was the only one who 

hadn’t made any meaningful relationships yet. I wasn’t. Everyone 
feels that way at some point, but as you engage in classes, in clubs 
and in entryway study breaks, you will get to know more people 

better and you will find people who you enjoy spending time 
with-- talk to a few people, make use of the amazing opportunities 

here at Harvard, and you will find your own group of friends.

Communication is key. Wheth-
er it is with your roommates, your 

friends, your teachers, your PAF, your 
proctor, or your resident dean, it is 

important for you to be both respectful 
and vocal in your interactions with 
other people. Communication is not 
something you would think Harvard 
students would have trouble with. I 

find that because we are all so good at 
many things, it can be difficult to ad-

mit to needing help. It is easy to think 
you are the only one who is going 

through something, or the only one 
with a question, but there is always 
someone to talk to. Learning how to 

communicate an idea or a concern will 
help you to express yourself outside of 
college when you are in a work envi-

ronment as well.Remember to be respectful 
and appreciative of the peo-

ple around you. Though it may 
seem like everything is new and 
overwhelming, taking time to 

create informal support systems 
for yourself can make your 

first months, and all your time 
thereafter so much easier and 
more fun. One of the greatest 

opportunities Harvard provides 
is the opportunity to learn from 

everyone else here — so take the 
time to listen!
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Explore 
all the different 

opportunities available to you 
and be open to new people and 

ideas. 

Freshman 
year is an important time 

to figure out what style of class and 
assignments you do best with. Making these 
discoveries will make you a happier student 

– which is most important – and that will 
translate into academic success.

Try not 
to worry too much 

about fulfilling requirements 
right away. Take classes that 
seem like they’re too good 

to be true.

One of the most 
popular ice breaker questions during the first few weeks at Harvard 

is “Soooo, what are you majoring in?” What shocked me was that people expected a response even 
though it was only August of our freshman year. I came to Harvard happily undecided about my major. I quickly 

realized that I seemed to be in the minority. Everyone around me would quickly respond- “pre-med,” “environmental law,” 
“English,” “government with a secondary in history.” I was the weird one who was undecided. But as the weeks went 

by and people took classes in the field of study they liked (or thought they liked), more and more 
people became like me – undecided.

Thinking 
about concentrations can be one of

the most important yet stressful decisions for students
as they transition from high school to college. Take full advantage

of your first two semesters of college to get a head start on feeling out concen-
trations and determining which ones you would find most enjoyable and rewarding. 

Explore academics, extracurricular opportunities and other programs related to 
each of the concentrations. Consider joining extracurricular organizations that engage 

with academic material. Take introductory level classes in departments that you are 
potentially considering. Utilize faculty dinners to learn more about the com-

munity in different departments, the kind of requirements that are 
expected of concentrators, and how professors work 

with students.

Office 
hours may seem scary 

at first, but the sooner you begin 
to attend them, the easier  

they’ll get.

...Advice on Your First Year

Make sure you get to know the people who are 
there to help you! You can gain valuable insight, make 
new friends, and feel more settled! There are all kinds of 
people on whom you can rely and from whom you can 
learn a lot. Ask questions, and seek them out. If you are 
struggling to figure out your schedule, talk to your advi-
sors; if you are struggling with a class, don’t be afraid to 
ask for a tutor from the Bureau of Study Counsel; if you 

are in spring Expos, attend the optional writing workshop 
for new college students; if you want to get to know a 

professor, attend office hours!

The important thing is to give yourself a chance to 
adjust to the change of settings and to get into the rhythm of 
your dorm life and classes. You can always join things later - 
not to say you shouldn’t pursue things that you’re interested 
in now, but don’t feel that you have to squeeze everything 

in this first semester or first year. Leave some things on 
your list for the three years ahead. 

Put your life down on a calendar. Whether it is a physical paper 
one or an application on your computer and/or phone, take the time at 

the beginning of the semester to add your class schedule, extracurricular 
meetings, assignment due dates, vacation dates, application deadlines, 
social events, and so forth. Then, most importantly, immediately look 

at your calendar.  Doing so will allow you to see any potential conflicts 
ahead of time—like two exams on one day, allowing you to make the 

necessary accommodations and complete assignments efficiently. Make 
sure you have time to get enough sleep, food, and exercise.



26

An Introduction to Harvard’s Divisions
At Harvard, fields of study are administratively organized in three divisions (Arts & Humanities, Sciences, and Social Sci-
ences) and one school (Engineering and Applied Sciences).  The different fields that cluster in each of these areas are to some 
degree overlapping – some because they share a common set of questions and methods (e.g., the various life science fields in 
the Division of Sciences), others because they are directed towards a similar goal (e.g., the strong technology/design focus 
of the different fields in the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences [SEAS]).  The next few pages introduce you to the 
different divisions and SEAS. 

As you explore the different fields of study, it is important to bear in mind that many of Harvard’s fields are highly interdis-
ciplinary.  Psychology, for instance, though housed in the division of Social Sciences, has strong affinities with the Sciences; 
History, though housed in the same division, has strong affinities with the Arts & Humanities; East Asian Studies, though 
housed in the division of Arts & Humanities, has strong affinities with the Social Sciences; and so on.  We encourage you to 
read about all of Harvard’s fields of study.  An awareness of interdisciplinary connections greatly expands the range of fields 
you may wish to explore, and can lead you down unexpected and exciting new paths. 

Division of Arts and Humanities
How, runs a common critique, can something as seemingly abstract and unusable as the humanities equip students who want 
to thrive in the digitized, globalized, discovery-driven economy of the twenty-first century?

They are the realm in and around which we define values, form relationships, express our thoughts, feel, imagine, process, 
and create. The study of the humanities provides a basic toolkit for personal and professional success: how to communicate 
what we think; how to interpret what we read, see and hear; how to understand and respond to difference. The humanities 
offer precisely the skills needed to navigate a world marked by rapid change, increasing interdependence, transformative 
technology, and multimedia communications.

The Division of Arts and Humanities is home to nineteen concentrations:

*Though it is administratively housed in the division of Arts & Humanities, this department’s faculty and curricular offerings bridge both Arts & Humanities 
and the Social Sciences.

The thirty-three departments, program committees, and centers in the Arts and Humanities Division of the Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences are dedicated to the interpretation of every aspect of human culture and artistic making. From the riches of the 
world’s languages to the new media at the heart of our digital age, from the artifacts we inherit from the past to their continu-
ing impact in the present, from the analysis of art, literature, music, language, and culture to the search for philosophical and 
religious truth, our subject is the forms and meanings of human art, argument, and communication.  Ours are the rigorous, re-
flective, liberal disciplines. Through them, we seek to understand, interpret, and enjoy significant forms of human expression. 
Through our research and our teaching we transmit an understanding that enables the active, questioning, engaged attitude to 
life in society which we consider essential to good citizenship, good living, and professional success.

Our courses include the critical study of humanistic disciplines such as the classics, philosophy, religion, linguistics, foreign 
languages and cultures, film and art criticism. They also expose you to art making in music, the visual arts and drama. Ours 
is a world of critique and performance, thought and practice. We thrive in the diversity of opinions, in the spirited defense of 
views, and in the patient understanding of difference. We think hard about values, ethics, and aesthetics.

• Near Eastern Languages and       
Civilizations

• Philosophy
• Comparative Study of Religion
• Romance Languages and Literatures
• Slavic Literatures and Cultures
• South Asian Studies
• Special Concentrations
• Theater, Dance, and Media
• Visual and Environmental Studies

• Classics
• Comparative Literature
• East Asian Studies*
• English
• Folklore and Mythology
• Germanic Languages and Literatures
• History and Literature
• History of Art and Architecture
• Linguistics
• Music
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In the Division of Arts and Humanities, you will find a plurality of perspectives with which to think about the world, its rich-
es and its problems. You will join the ongoing conversations which constitute the history of the disciplines with which you 
are engaging.  You will sharpen your abilities to read with care and lucidity, and to express your thoughts in articulate ways, 
in spoken and written form. And you will think about big and small questions that deal with the meaning of it all.

Concerned about concentrating in what you really love? Yes, because if I want to get a job after graduation, I have to 
concentrate in something practical! What could be more practical than superior writing skills, strong analytical abilities, a 
facility for language, and a talent for making creative connections across fields of study and inquiry?  Students of the Arts and 
Humanities develop deeply useful and transferable skills that are invaluable to employers.  You never know when your ability 
to speak Mandarin or produce a short video will catch the eye of a potential employer and make your resume stand out from 
the rest.  Be who you are.  Study what you love.  You will find a way to bring that passion and intelligence into your profes-
sional life. 

But I might want to go to law school.  Will I be able to get into a good law school if I don’t concentrate in government 
or economics?  Of the 201 members of the current first-year class at Yale Law School, 64 majored in the Arts and Human-
ities as undergraduates.  Law schools want students who have a grasp of the sweep of human history and the forces that 
have shaped human experience, who can think critically and write with grace and skill.  As globalization brings businesses 
and governments into closer working relationships, an understanding of other cultures, their histories, and their languages 
is invaluable.  Insight into human character and human societies, crucial for the successful practice of law, can be gained by 
studying Literature, Classics, Philosophy, Religion and the History of Art and Architecture and by achieving fluency in other 
languages.

But what about medical schools? There’s no way I can get into a good medical school if I don’t major in science. Of 
recently surveyed Harvard alumni who are presently enrolled in medical school, after taking a year off following Harvard 
graduation, approximately 60% were science concentrators as undergraduates and 40% were not.  Of Harvard graduates who 
went directly to medical school following graduation, approximately 80% were science concentrators and 20% were not.  
Exactly half of the Princeton students admitted to medical school last year were Humanities or Social Science majors.

While science requirements for medical school admission do have to be met, many students with other interests besides medi-
cine, or students who are unsure about whether they want to go to medical school, manage to meet these requirements while 
concentrating or pursuing a secondary concentration in Music, English, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, and other 
Arts and Humanities departments, or in the year following graduation. Non-science concentrators are accepted to medical 
schools at a similar rate as science concentrators. The emerging field known as Medical Humanities or Narrative Medicine 
acknowledges the central place occupied by stories and storytelling in the effective practice of healthcare and offers individu-
als with an interest in writing and literature a unique place in the world of medicine.

I don’t see myself becoming an English professor or going to graduate school in Classics. What can I do with a degree 
in this concentration? Of twenty-five Classics majors we recently sampled, only one went on to be a classicist. Two became 
doctors, nine became lawyers, five became educators and one became a Professor of English. We found the Director of Glob-
al Tax Law for a multinational media company, an associate producer at NPR, and a trial attorney for the US Department of 
Justice. Several graduates entered the financial sector and another became managing editor of the Library of Arabic Litera-
ture.   

Many English majors pursue careers in writing, editing and education. But just as many in our recent survey followed paths 
defined by personal passions, like growing grapes and running a vineyard, working in speech pathology and engineering, 
teaching clinical psychiatry and pediatric medicine, directing an art gallery, designing landscapes, and hosting a popular na-
tional television show. We found a Foreign Service Officer for the State Department, a fraud analyst for Facebook, and a civil 
rights policy administrator, as well as a managing director for Goldman Sachs. There were two veterinarians, two critical care 
physicians, and a portfolio manager for an investment company. 

You are more likely to excel and to graduate with a distinguished transcript that will catch the eye of a prospective employer; 
when you study what you really love. 

Visit the Division of Arts and Humanities website to learn more about the division at Harvard, 
artsandhumanities.fas.harvard.edu.
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Division of Science
The Division of Science is home to fourteen academic departments that encompass all of the natural sciences, mathematics, 
and statistics.  These departments are:

*Though it is administratively housed in the division of Social Science, Psychology’s faculty and curricular offerings bridge both Social Sciences and Sci-
ences, including a track that is part of the Life Sciences cluster of concentrations.

The breadth of research performed in these departments is extraordinary.  Our students, faculty, and affiliated researchers 
study phenomena from the tiniest subatomic particles to the largest structures in the universe; from the workings of a single 
protein in a cell to the complete ecology of a forest; from the most abstract realms of mathematics to applied statistical mod-
eling of infectious diseases.  All of these fields share a commitment to expanding our knowledge of the universe, including 
our understanding of ourselves as living organisms.

The academic concentrations that are most closely affiliated with the Division of Science draw on courses and faculty from 
across these departments, and in many cases also from the other academic divisions and the School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences.  While some concentrations such as Mathematics are clearly centered in one department, concentrations 
such as Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology draw widely from many departments.  Scientific research today 
often lives at the boundaries between traditional disciplinary areas, and thus we encourage students to pursue their academic 
interests based on courses and faculty research, and not to feel confined within one particular department or even within the 
Division of Science as a whole.

Students who are interested in the natural sciences, mathematics, and statistics will also find relevant courses and concentra-
tions outside the Division of Science.  Many of the offerings of the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences draw on the 
same kinds of skills and approaches to knowledge as do our courses.  Within the Social Sciences, the fields of Economics and 
Government use numerical and computational models that are similar to some models we use in the natural sciences, and the 
fields of Psychology and Anthropology are increasingly informed by developments in human biology and neuroscience.  The 
undergraduate concentrations in History and Science and in Environmental Science and Public Policy combine focused study 
in science with a broader understanding of the historical, societal, and environmental impact of science.  Even within the 
Arts and Humanities, methods drawn from the natural sciences have had an increasing impact on research—from advanced 
quantitative techniques used to analyze and conserve works of art, to the numerical analysis of massive historical, literary, 
and artistic data sets.

To study the natural sciences requires a basic foundation in mathematics, in the physical sciences, and in the life sciences.  
Introductory courses in these areas will usually be taken in the first year, continuing through to the fall term of the sophomore 
year.  In general, students who have acquired a solid foundation in any of the concentrations in the Division of Science will 
find it possible to switch to other science concentrations as their intellectual interests evolve.  There is particular flexibili-
ty within the “Life Sciences Cluster” of concentrations, which share many basic prerequisites and a coordinated advising 
structure.  Although many of these introductory courses are quite large, students will find that most upper-level courses in the 
Division of Science are quite small and focused, and many of our students develop close relationships with faculty mentors, 
particularly through independent research.

The study of the natural sciences offers an education in critical thinking—including quantitative methods—that will be useful 
in many careers, not just in scientific research.  Although we hope that all of our undergraduates will have an opportunity to 
pursue independent research in the sciences, most will not end up in research careers.  Students with degrees in the natural 
sciences, mathematics, and statistics have found successful careers in medicine, business, finance, law, and education, not to 
mention the many who have continued in some area of science.  We hope that, no matter what your background or potential 

• Human Evolutionary Biology
• Integrative Biology (IB) 
• Mathematics 
• Molecular and Cellular Biology 
• Neurobiology 
• Physics 
• Statistics

• Astrophysics
• Chemical and Physical Biology
• Chemistry
• Chemistry and Physics
• Earth & Planetary Sciences
• Environmental Science and Public Policy
• Human Development and Regenerative 

Biology
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career interest, you will take some of the exciting courses offered in the Division of Science, meet our extraordinary faculty 
and talented students, and do some experimental work in our world-class research facilities.  For those who do choose one of 
our undergraduate concentrations, we welcome you and encourage you to seek the path that is most interesting and satisfying 
to you as a young scientist or mathematician.

Visit the Division of Science website to learn more about the sciences at Harvard, 
science.fas.harvard.edu.

Division of Social Science
The ten social science concentrations study individuals, relationships, processes and institutions in human societies.
At Harvard, the Division of Social Science embraces a number of diverse and highly interdisciplinary fields including:

• African and African American Studies 
• Anthropology (Social Anthropology and Archaeology)
• Economics 
• Government 
• History 
• History and Science 
• Psychology
• Social Studies 
• Sociology 
• Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies

These concentrations consider big questions about peoples and societies past and present, and investigate phenomena large 
and small — the minds and brains of socially situated people; groups like families, communities, organizations, and govern-
ments; and large-scale patterns of international trade, alliance, and conflict.  Several social science concentrations engage 
vital normative questions about timeless issues — such as the relationship between freedom and morality, or the responsibil-
ities of citizens in a democratic polity — by examining and debating classical and contemporary ideas in social thought and 
political philosophy.

In some concentrations, an overarching perspective or theme applies to diverse subjects.  Economics postulates that social 
phenomena result from interactions among goal-oriented people attempting to make the best use of their resources such as 
money and time.  Reasoning this way can aid understanding of not just markets and economic growth but also politics, edu-
cation, and the family.  Central themes in Government are power and politics — in the formal institutions of governance as 
well as other domains of social life.  

Other fields are more eclectic.  Sociology studies structured social inequality — differences in race, ethnic, and cultural ori-
gins, socioeconomic position, and sex and gender; forms of social organization from small groups through nation-states; and 
change in human populations through births, deaths, and immigration.  Social Anthropology seeks a holistic appreciation of 
societies, stressing interdependence among language, culture, and institutions and a comparative perspective to sensitize stu-
dents to distinctions and similarities between societies.  In the interdisciplinary Social Studies program, concentrators acquire 
a firm grounding in social and political theory and then create an individualized “focus field” that integrates several social 
science disciplines to better understand local, national, or world problems.

Three social science concentrations center attention on the past.  In History, concentrators study diverse subjects — for ex-
ample, the economy, politics, law, the environment, culture and ideas, race and gender, or urbanization — in particular times 
and places.  History and Science highlights ideas and institutions in contemporary science and technology, conditions under 
which they arose, and the ways they shape today’s world.  In its Science and Society track, students combine historical in-
quiry with substantial study in a physical or life science field.  The Archaeology program within Anthropology also examines 
the human past, emphasizing knowledge drawn from material remains left by ancient peoples.  It investigates the origins of 
human settlement patterns and the emergence of complex societies from earlier subsistence forms.
Two social science concentrations focus on fundamental dimensions of human social life: race/ethnicity and gender/sexuality.  
African and African American Studies (AAAS) examines the history, culture, and social institutions of peoples of African 
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descent, on the African continent and throughout the world; students opt for either an African Studies or an African American 
Studies track.  It provides a cross-cultural standpoint on contemporary debates about race and ethnicity.  In Studies of Wom-
en, Gender, and Sexuality (SWGS), concentrators learn about the omnipresence of gender and sexuality, how these combine 
with other social differences, and variations in gender-sexuality norms across space and time.  Both AAAS and SWGS are 
highly interdisciplinary, including arts and humanities subjects like art, literature, and religion as well as social science fields 
like history, political science, and sociology.

Concentrators in Psychology focus on the mind and mental life, including perception, emotion, cognition, language, memory, 
and attention.  Contemporary psychology involves some study of biology, particularly interfaces between the mind and the 
brain.  Psychologists examine the evolution and co-evolution of brains and minds, the developmental pathways for acquiring 
mental capacities, and the social settings and cultures that shape individual psychology.  They link these mental processes 
to diverse phenomena including happiness, intergroup attitudes like bias and prejudice, and mental disorders. Other social 
science disciplines study the mind, too:  behavioral economics asks how cognitive and emotional factors shape economic 
choices and decisions, while political psychology considers the influence of these factors on political participation and voting.  
The social sciences offer students multiple opportunities to learn about and prepare for citizenship in the increasingly glo-
balized twenty-first century world, including comparative or regionally-focused courses on history, politics, societies, and 
cultures, and studies of international trade, conflict or global governance.  A semester or summer of study abroad enriches any 
undergraduate’s College experience, but is especially valuable in an internationally-oriented concentration. Living elsewhere 
supplements learning in formal coursework.   With careful academic planning, most social science concentrations can accom-
modate a semester abroad, and some actively encourage it.  Additionally, Harvard’s many international centers offer under-
graduates numerous opportunities:  seminars and colloquia, research support, travel grants, and internships abroad.

Social scientists study their subjects systematically by conducting a wide variety of empirical research.  They acquire data 
using ingenious methods, including laboratory experiments, field experiments that intervene in real-life settings, sample sur-
veys, documentary evidence, and administrative data from record-keeping systems for tracking taxation, health care utiliza-
tion, social media usage, and other transactions. They employ more qualitative methods like participant observation, in-depth 
interviewing, and ethnography to elicit an interpretative understanding of what social events and phenomena mean from the 
standpoint of research subjects. 

By learning the research methods used in their fields, social science concentrators prepare themselves for a variety of 
post-College futures.  Most professional education requires the ability to distill conclusions from complex bodies of infor-
mation; many rewarding careers have similar requisites.  Concentrating in a social science field helps students to gain such 
skills, along with critical reading, clear expository writing, speaking articulately, and learning to synthesize diverse perspec-
tives and ideas.  A senior thesis research project — an option in all social science concentrations, and a requirement in Social 
Studies — is a rewarding experience by itself, and an excellent way to combine and enhance these skills.  Participating in a 
laboratory group or serving as an assistant to a faculty project can also help to develop them.  No social science concentration 
offers pre-professional training, but all offer an excellent liberal arts foundation for post-graduate study in education, law, 
management, medicine, and other professions.  Social science concentrators also enter careers in business, journalism, and 
public service, and a few opt for research careers in university or non-academic settings.

Connections among social science fields are increasing, not only in interdisciplinary fields like History and Science, AAAS, 
and SWGS, but also across disciplines — as illustrated by courses on cultural economics, cultural history, economic sociol-
ogy, political economy and political psychology.  Subjects like gender, intergroup relationships, organizations, politics, race 
and ethnicity, and religion can be studied well using numerous disciplinary lenses, so one should consider several options 
before selecting a concentration.

You should look across as well as within divisions when deciding what to study in depth.  As noted, several social science 
concentrations reach into Arts and Humanities.  Likewise, Arts and Humanities concentrations like East Asian Studies or 
South Asian Studies can involve social science.  Furthermore, some social science concentrations involve natural or physical 
science; psychologists use neuroscientific methods to investigate brain-mind relationships, while some archaeologists and 
historians apply physical science and engineering techniques to understand evidence about the past.  Science Division con-
centrations having important social science elements include Environmental Science and Public Policy and Human Evolu-
tionary Biology.

Visit the Division of Social Science website to learn more about the sciences at Harvard, 
socialscience.fas.harvard.edu.
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School of Engineering and Applied Sciences
The School of Engineering and Applied Sciences has six concentrations:

• Applied Mathematics
• Biomedical Engineering
• Computer Science
• Electrical Engineering
• Engineering Sciences
• Mechanical Engineering

The launch of Harvard’s newest school in 2007 was the University’s answer to several big questions: Given the complex na-
ture of problems such as climate change, the global demand for energy, cyber-security, and providing clean water, a modern 
infrastructure, and health care for a growing population, what fields will be most relevant in the next century?  How can we 
bring together the vast expertise and resources of the University to address these challenges?  What is the most effective way 
to educate students so that they can have a real-world impact on these problems, regardless of their field of study?

All of these global problems involve engineering and technology. None can be solved with technology alone.  
Through these concentrations, the Harvard School of Engineering and Applied Sciences (SEAS) takes a fresh approach to 
studying and teaching these increasingly important disciplines. At SEAS, engineering, computer science, applied mathemat-
ics, and the applied sciences are an integral part of a liberal arts environment, benefiting from interdisciplinary connections to 
other parts of a major research university with world-class professional schools.

Students who study engineering, computer science, applied math, and applied sciences enhance their ability to create change 
by learning how to creatively problem-solve, how to model what already exists, and how to use these models to innovate. The 
mission of SEAS is to educate well-rounded engineers, computer scientists, applied mathematicians, and applied scientists by 
enabling them to develop these skills while leveraging strong connections to the arts and humanities, natural sciences, social 
sciences, and the professions. We aim to change the world by stimulating innovation and by training critical thinkers and 
doers — world leaders for academia, industry, research, government, medicine, law, and education. 

SEAS has no departments and no legacy fields from the 20th century. Rather, the School is designed for the future, organized 
around teaching foundational engineering and applied science disciplines that are essential to addressing global problems and 
that harness the entire University’s strengths. Concentrators work with faculty who are solving big, complex problems on the 
frontiers of translational life sciences, computational science and engineering, energy, environmental science and engineer-
ing, robotics and controls, and nanophotonics and nanoelectronics. Harvard has a distinct advantage over other institutions in 
these interdisciplinary research fields because of the breadth and depth of research and scholarship encompassed by SEAS, 
the broader Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and the professional schools.

Great teaching is a hallmark of SEAS, coupled with world-class research. We provide an unmatched education for SEAS 
concentrators. Our goal is to create “T-shaped” engineers and applied scientists (meaning students who have both technical 
depth in their field and the breadth of the Harvard liberal arts and residential life experience). Our students leave with the 
demonstrated ability to work in a team, to communicate persuasively, and to use an understanding of the societal and global 
context to solve real problems. We incorporate design, creativity, and entrepreneurship into the curriculum, while providing a 
rigorous ABET-accredited engineering program.  
 
In addition to providing an unparalleled education for concentrators, a companion goal of SEAS is for every Harvard College 
student to take at least one SEAS course and be literate in engineering and technology.  Regardless of their field — govern-
ment, chemistry, history, economics, English — an educated person today must be facile with technology.  Harvard College 
graduates are destined to be leaders who will be required to make decisions that involve engineering or technology.

SEAS is a leader in innovative teaching and learning. Our curriculum includes active learning and engineering design, and 
we are increasingly utilizing “flipped classrooms” and integrating peer-based learning into our classes. Our introductory 
courses provide gateways where all students can learn and find success.
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Since it was founded, SEAS has invested heavily in teaching programs and focused on key faculty hires in targeted research 
fields. Today, SEAS concentrators are 14 percent of all Harvard College concentrators (and roughly 35 percent are women 
— double the national average for our fields).  The number of incoming freshmen indicating an interest in engineering or 
computer science increased from 6 percent before the launch of the School to 15 percent in 2013. And the number of Harvard 
College students taking at least one SEAS course has more than doubled to 4,000. 

Applied Mathematics is a quantitative liberal arts degree that provides the opportunity for combining mathematical thinking 
with any subject for which mathematics can be productively applied. Applied Mathematics is inherently an interdisciplin-
ary concentration with ties to other concentrations both within and outside of SEAS.  In particular, applied math has strong 
intellectual connections to computer science, mathematics, statistics, and economics.  It is common for Applied Math plans 
of study to be similar to within a few courses to plans of study in these other concentrations, and students often move back 
and forth between Applied Math and these other concentrations as they refine their academic interests.  For example, stu-
dents may move from Mathematics or Statistics to Applied Math if they want a deeper involvement with a particular area 
of application than may be provided within these other concentrations.  Similarly, students may move from Applied Math to 
Mathematics or Statistics if they prefer to take a more theoretical approach to these studies. Students pursuing these topics 
can obtain an A.B. degree in Applied Mathematics or a secondary field in Mathematical Sciences.  The secondary field is 
sponsored jointly by the Applied Mathematics concentration and the Mathematics Department.

Biomedical Engineering lies at the intersection of the physical and life sciences, incorporating principles from physics and 
chemistry to understand the functioning of living systems. The overarching intellectual goal of biomedical engineering is to 
apply quantitative engineering analysis to understand the operation of living systems, and to design novel systems to satisfy 
unmet needs in clinical medicine.  Biomedical engineering distinguishes itself from the other life sciences disciplines by 
using scientific knowledge to create new biomaterials and devices.  Students pursuing these topics can obtain an A.B. degree 
in Biomedical Engineering or A.B. and S.B. degrees in Engineering Sciences with a biomedical focus. 

Computer Science. Computation has changed the world — from social 
connections to scientific analyses, from finance to marketing, the world 
has become interconnected, data driven, and computation centric. Com-
puter Science is the study of the principles, techniques, and tools that en-
able this transformation, today and in the future. Students concentrating 
in Computer Science take a range of courses encompassing theoretical 
foundations to practical applications sharing an intellectual heritage from 
mathematics, engineering, and design.  Computer Science concentrators 
learn about how modern computational systems are designed and built, 
and how these systems can be used to effectively and efficiently solve a 
variety of problems.  Its lessons extend well beyond the boundaries of 
computer science, with applications for using and manipulating informa-
tion in disciplines ranging from medicine to economics. Computer Science is closely related to a number of other concentra-
tions at Harvard. Courses on computer hardware design are also offered in Electrical Engineering; on mathematical modeling 
of various phenomena in Applied Mathematics; and on analysis of large data sets in Statistics.

Electrical Engineering students learn how to analyze, design and build devices and systems for computation, communica-
tion, and information transfer. Electrical engineering spans a broad range of topics, ranging from the physics of new materi-
als and devices, the circuits and next-generation computing platforms made from these devices, and the algorithms that run 
on these platforms.  The range of subtopics includes power systems, (micro)electronics, control systems, signal processing, 
telecommunications, and computing systems. The electrical engineering concentration options complement the scientific and 
technological goals embodied in the physical, life, mathematical, and computer sciences.  Students pursuing these topics can 
obtain an S.B. degree in Electrical Engineering or an A.B. degree in Engineering Sciences with an electrical focus.

Environmental Science & Engineering is an interdisciplinary field that applies principles from the natural sciences and 
mathematics to better understand and address environmental challenges. The overarching goals of the field are to protect 
human health from adverse environmental conditions, to protect local and global environments from the deleterious effects of 
human activities, and to improve environmental quality. Students interested in environmental science and engineering study 
the fundamental processes and technologies underlying environmental systems, including natural and polluted waters and 
soils, the atmosphere, climate, and energy. Students learn to apply these principles to mitigate human impact on the envi-
ronment by providing technical solutions and advancing innovations in environmental measurement, modeling, and control. 
Students pursuing these topics can obtain an A.B. or S.B. degree in Engineering Sciences with an environmental focus.
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Visit the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences website to learn more about the division 
at Harvard, seas.harvard.edu.

Mechanical Engineering students receive a foundational education in a discipline central to challenges in energy, transporta-
tion, manufacturing, robotics, and the development of public infrastructure. Mechanical engineering deals with the study and 
application of mechanical systems.  It covers a range of subtopics including mechatronics and robotics, structural analysis, 
thermodynamics and engineering design, including the analysis of mechanical systems using finite element methods, the 
science of new materials and devices for micro electromechanical systems (MEMS), and biological and nanotechnology 
applications.  The concentration options in mechanical engineering complement the scientific and technological goals em-
bodied in the physical, life, mathematical, and computer sciences.  Students pursuing these topics can obtain an S.B degree in 
Mechanical Engineering or an A.B. degree in Engineering Sciences with a mechanical focus.

SEAS concentrators are part of a vibrant School and University community, dedicated to excellent teaching and learning and 
trailblazing research.  Students taking SEAS classes gain the technical knowledge and broad-based perspective needed to 
understand the complexities of technology and society and to develop practical solutions to the challenges that will define life 
in the decades ahead.
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African & African 
American Studies (AAAS)

  he field of African and African American Studies 
(AAAS) explores the histories, societies, and cultures 
of African and African-descended people. It is highly 
interdisciplinary, comparative, and cross-cultural.  

Africans and people of African descent have developed 
cultural forms that have profoundly shaped the fine arts and 
popular culture in the 
Americas and all around 
the planet. Comparative 
and cross-cultural 
studies of Africa and 
its diaspora contribute 
enormously to our 
understanding of race 
and ethnicity, and ideas 
about race are among 
the central objects 
of study in the field 
of AAAS.  In addressing the ethical, social, and political 
consequences of racial thinking, our faculty raise 
questions relevant to the experiences of all peoples.  

The department offers two distinct courses of study:  the 
African track and the African American track.  African 

AAAS Alumni
Students who graduate with a concentration in AAAS go on 
to pursue advanced degrees in fields such as history, literature, 
political science, and sociology.  They also go on to work in a 
wide variety of careers in education, business, medicine, arts 
and entertainment, law, public policy, and the arts and sciences.

For profiles of Undergraduate Alumni, please see the 
following web page:  
aaas.fas.harvard.edu/people/undergraduate-alumni

Advising
AAAS has a very flexible advising structure. The Director of 
Undergraduate Studies (DUS), Ingrid Monson, meets with all 
concentrators to discuss their interests and to connect them 
with like-minded faculty.  All concentrators are assigned 
individual faculty advisors. Study cards are signed by the DUS.

Barker Center, 2nd floor
12 Quincy St.

617-495-4113

Who We  ARE

Exploring African and African 
American cultures requires us to 
explore aspects of many other cultures 
and peoples of the modern world. 

“

”

track concentrators come to the program with a variety 
of interests; e.g., the environment, public health, music, 
ethnic relations, religion, politics, economic development, 
and literature.  The African track includes study in the 
African Languages Program, required courses, electives, 
and the option of study abroad.  Concentrators in this track 
are encouraged to take courses in a variety of departments.  

The African American track 
attracts students with an equally 
wide range of interests.  There 
are many reasons students 
pursue African American studies.  
First, African American music, 
literature, and visual arts are 
significant cultural achievements 
worthy of study in their own 
right.  Second, African Americans 
have played a crucial role in the 

history of the United States, participating in the American 
Revolution, the Civil War, Reconstruction, women’s suffrage, 
and the New Deal, and they led the struggle for equality in 
the second half of the twentieth century.  Third, because 
American political life remains encumbered by racism and 
its historical legacy, a proper historical, sociological, and 
economic understanding of race relations continues to be 
essential for those who seek to make or evaluate public policy.  
Fourth, some of the social relations that have developed in 
countries such as the United States, Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, 
and Brazil provide important examples of ethno-racial 
conflict, and through the study of them it is possible to 
gain insight into what remains a problem across the globe.

Exploring African and African American cultures requires 
us to explore aspects of many other cultures and peoples 
of the modern world.  Thus diaspora studies are integral 
to each track.  In many parts of the Caribbean and Latin 
America, for example, religions and performance arts 
are influenced by traditional African belief systems and 
practices.  The cultures of the African Atlantic diaspora 
have also developed in interaction with many other peoples. 

T
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Suggested gateway courses
• AAAS 11, Introduction to African Studies; spring 

(required of concentrators in the African Studies 
track)

• AAAS 16. Sociology of the Black Community; fall
• AAAS 20, Introduction to African Languages and      

Cultures; fall

Explore

...the concentration is very interdisciplinary 
and flexible (I can be still be pre-med!). Plus they 

offer funding for research travel and summer 
language study through the Committee on 

African Studies.”

“

At AdvisingFortnight I 
       learned...

...junior tutorials are especially interesting 
since they are semester long tutorials on writing 
something of my interest.  Furthermore, it was 

great to get a heads-up on the fact that a lot of the 
courses that count for the African Studies track 
tend to also be listed in different departments.”

“

Ingrid Monson*
Director of Undergraduate Studies
imonson@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-2791

Questions?

Did You  Know?

The department’s Social 
Engagement Program allows students to 
incorporate academic work with social 

entrepreneurship and social service

The “American” in “African 
American studies” is 

construed broadly to include 
North and South America and 

the Caribbean

Programs of study are 
highly individualized

Approximately 40 
faculty members and 

30 concentrators

Small class sizes

Many concentrators do term-time 
study abroad, often in Africa, the 

Caribbean, and Latin America

There are opportunities to 
do supervised independent 

research for concentration credit

Students can develop plans of 
study that combine elements 

from both tracks

Division: Social Sciences

...there are a lot of different 
options when it comes to the 
concentration, such as joint 
concentration options and 

writing a thesis.”

“

John Mugane
Language Faculty Advisor for Study Abroad
mugane@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4995

aaas.fas.harvard.edu

Kathleen Cloutier
Undergraduate Program Officer
cloutier@fas.harvard.edu
617-384-7767

*Study abroad credit contact 



36

Anthropology

y the most common definition, anthropology is the study 
of human diversity in the distant past and the present 
and, as such, teaches us to recognize the remarkable 
array of circumstances in which human beings live 

their lives and make meaning from them. Our faculty consists 
of scholars whose work covers every time period from the 
pre-historical to the present, and every major world area. 

These qualities can be found in the diverse range of topics 
and places that some our recent students have investigated: 

● women’s health in Mexico
● ancient Maya water management systems
● bluegrass in Nashville
● youth activism in Bosnia-Herzegovina
● the changing population of jellyfish in Ibiza
● cultural heritage in South Korea
● mathematicians in Greece
● mosaic skulls in Mexico
● HIV clinics on the US-Mexico border

But anthropology is more than just a catalog of diversity. 
There is an oft-cited phrase that anthropology “makes the 
familiar strange and the strange familiar.” What does this 
mean? At the very least, it means stepping back and seeing 
ourselves the way others might see us – a shift in perspective 
that is foundational to human empathy and humility. 
Anthropology also invites deeper analysis of behaviors that 
we might think we fully understand but that have histories 
and complexities that only reveal themselves to careful 
investigation. This is why we do long term field research in 
local languages to understand social life in all its richness and 
depth. And finally, making the familiar strange demands an 
ethical and political accounting. It means not accepting the 
world as given. This might well be the heart of the discipline, 
its moral optimism: the conviction that things can be different 
and better -- and that knowledge about the world should be 
oriented towards greater empathy, solidarity, and equality. 

Most students choose to focus their studies in one of three 
programs of study: Social Anthropology, Archaeology or a 
combined track that focuses on both approaches. All three 
options offer flexible plans of study, small tutorials, individual 
advising, and opportunities to engage with research in the 
classroom and through independent projects, sometimes 
leading to a senior honors thesis. We welcome students 
interested in interdisciplinary approaches to the social sciences 
and humanities, exploring study abroad and language study, 
and curious about exploring other ways of being in the world. 

Anthropology alumni pursue a variety of career paths, 
including consulting and advertising, global health and 
medicine, law, government, academia, media and the arts, and 
social entrepreneurship.

Archaeology
• Anthro 1010*, The 

Fundamentals of 
Archaeological Methods 
& Reasoning; fall

• Anthro 1190, 
Encountering the 
Conquistadors, spring

• Freshman Sem. 30g, 
Digging Up the Past: 
Harvard and Egyptian 
Archaeology; fall

• Freshman Sem. 41c, 
Ancient Technology 
– China and Beyond; 
spring

• SW 30, Montezuma’s 
Mexico: Then & Now; 
fall

• SW 38, Pyramid 
Schemes: The 
Archaeological History 
of Ancient Egypt; spring

• SW 40, The Incas: The 
Last Great Empire; 
spring

The Director of Undergraduate Studies has overall 
responsibility for the academic progress of undergraduates 
and, along with the Assistant Director of Undergraduate 
Studies is available by appointment for general academic 
and administrative advising. The Undergraduate Program 
Coordinator provides day-to-day advising to current 
and prospective students, and can assist students with 
declaring a concentration or secondary, information 
on course offerings, and many other advising matters. 

Social 
Anthropology
• Anthro 1600*, 

Grounding the 
Global: Introduction 
to Social 
Anthropology; fall & 
spring

• Freshman Sem. 40c, 
Oceans & Cultures; 
spring

• CB 58, Case 
Studies in Medical 
Humanities; fall

• CB 62, Language 
and Culture; fall

• SW 25, Case Studies 
in Global Health; fall

• SW 33, Tokyo; fall
• SW 46, 

Anthropology of 
Arabia; spring

Explore
Suggested gateway courses

Advising
B
Who We  ARE

Anthro Alumni

Tozzer Anthropology Building 
21 Divinity Ave.

617-495-3814

* required courses for 
each program
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Rowan Flad* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies and Head Tutor in 
Archaeology
anthrouc@fas.harvard.edu    

Ramyar Rossoukh
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies and Head Tutor 
for Social Anthropology
rossoukh@fas.harvard.edu

Monique Rivera* 
Undergraduate Program Administrator
anthrouc@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3814

 *Study abroad credit contact 

...Anthropology concentrators 
go into various fields. There is 

not just one track that one has to 
follow. They kind of just do what 

they are passionate about.”

“

Training in both qualitative & quantitative 
research methods & their applications 
including those of the Social Sciences, 

Natural Sciences & Humanities, tailored to 
the interests of the student (Archaeology) 

Training in ethnography 
and other qualitative social science 

methods and theories, their real 
world applications, and their use in 
combination with film and digital 

media (Social Anthropology)

Encouragement 
to study and/or 

carry out research 
abroad while earning 

concentration 
credit

Flexible courses 
of study that ensure both 

breadth and depth of 
learning

Highly 
individualized 

programs of study 
and intimate tutorial 

structure

Small (Archaeology) to 
mid-size (Social Anthropology) 

concentration with an 
accessible faculty that has 

diverse and worldwide 
research interests

Opportunities to 
work directly with 
Peabody Museum 

collections and staff and 
to participate in the design 
and mounting of exhibits

Opportunities to 
design and carry out research at the 
honors level under the supervision of 

faculty, advanced graduate students, and/
or Peabody Museum staff

... I can get involved in the Archaeology 
program next year and still be plenty prepared 
for the concentration. They were very flexible 

and excited to share insights into the field. 
One PhD student I talked to discussed her 

thesis project which integrated lots of physics 
which greatly interested me.

“

”

anthropology.fas.harvard.edu Division: Social Sciences

At Advising Fortnight  
  I learned...

Questions?

Did You  Know?
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e can characterize what applied mathematicians should learn by examining what they do.  Mathematical scientists who 
identify themselves primarily as applied mathematicians function in complementary dual roles in varying proportions.  

First, they develop, implement, and study mathematical, statistical, and computational techniques broadly applicable 
in various fields. Second, they bring mathematical modeling skills to bear on particular scientific problems through judicious 
approximations to obtain novel insights and predictions when the underlying phenomena are thought to be relatively simple 
and well understood, or through the creation of conceptual frameworks for quantitative reasoning and measurement when the 
underlying phenomena are complicated and less well 
understood. In their method- ological role, applied math-
ematicians may function tem- porarily as mathematicians, 
statisticians, or computer sci- entists; in their phenomeno-
logical role, they may function temporarily as physicists, 
chemists, biologists, econo- mists, engineers, and the 
like. In both roles, they must possess relevant knowl-
edge, technical mastery, and educated taste; clearly this 
necessitates specialization. 

Ideally, applied mathema- ticians demonstrate over 
time substantive involve- ment with both the math-
ematical and scientific as- pects of their dual roles.  
Inside academia, their ac- tivities are usually carried 
out in collaboration with students or colleagues; 
outside academia, they of- ten serve as part of a 
multidisciplinary team tack- ling complex problems 
under time and resource constraints. In either con-
text, a premium is placed on outstanding ability to communicate with fellow technical professionals. Applied mathe-
matics is inherently interdisciplinary, in motivation and in operation. This vision informs the design of the concentration.

The Applied Mathematics concentration involves a broad undergraduate education in the mathematical sciences, especially in 
those subjects that have proved vital to an understanding of the world around us, and in some specific area where mathematical 
methods have been substantively applied. The goal is to acquire experience at a mature level, consistent with the nature of a Harvard 
undergraduate education. Generally, students select the concentration because they like to use mathematics to solve real-world 
problems. Some want a deeper involvement with an area of application than may be provided within a mathematics, statistics, 
or computer science concentration. Others want a more mathematically-oriented approach to an area of application than that 
normally provided within the corresponding concentration; mathematical economics is a prime example. Yet others want a spe-
cial program not otherwise available, usually involving an area of application in which mathematical modeling is less common.

Suggested gateway courses
• Math 1a, Introduction to Calculus; fall, spring
• Math 1b, Calculus, Series, and Differential     

Equations; fall, spring
• App Math 50, Introduction to Applied            

Mathematics; spring

Students in Applied Math have a concentration advising 
team that consists of an Assistant Director for Undergraduate 
Studies, a Director of Undergraduate Studies, and an individ-
ual faculty advisor.  Students should plan to meet regularly 
with their advising team to discuss their plan of study, aca-
demic interests, and career goals.  Currently enrolled College 
students outside of Applied Math, including pre-concentra-
tors, are encouraged to contact either the Assistant Director, 
the Associate Director, or a Co-Director of Undergraduate 
Studies to discuss their interests in Applied Math.

Applied MatheMatics
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall, 110
29 Oxford St.

617-495-2833

The Applied Mathematics 
concentration involves a broad 
undergraduate education in the 
mathematical sciences, especially in 
those subjects that have proved vital 
to an understanding of the world 
around us, and in some specific area 
where mathematical methods have 
been substantively applied.

“

”

W

Explore
Advising
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Applied Mathematics graduates have used their skills to pur-
sue many career paths, from Wall Street traders to analysts 
to bioinformaticists, or used their knowledge as a stepping 
stone to graduate work in mathematics, biology/medicine, 
engineering, or 
social sciences.

The Society for 
Industrial and Ap-
plied Mathematics 
(SIAM) website 
points out an obvi-
ous yet incredibly 
important point: 
“Industrial careers 
for those with a background in mathematics rarely carry a 
simple title like ‘mathematician.’  The very idea of a career 
in mathematics has evolved and diversified. Mathematics 
may stand alone as a science, but as a career, it’s almost 
always coupled with a specialty or area of research interest.”

Whatever the benchmark, career prospects for graduates are 
excellent and will likely remain so in the future.  

Read about some of our Applied Mathematics alumni at

...there are way more possible focuses for 
Applied Math than I once thought.  I thought it was 

just computer science, economics, and that was 
about it, but it turns out that there’s also biology, 

chemistry, life science of any kind, and many more 
focuses that the concentration offers. ”

“

Michael Brenner
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies
brenner@seas.harvard.edu  
617-495-3336

Yiling Chen
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies
yiling@seas.harvard.edu    
617-495-3298

Margo Levine
Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies
mlevine@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-8129 

Sarah Iams* 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
siams@seas.harvard.edu
617-495-5935

Students are increasingly 
designing their own programs in 

less-traditional areas such as
education, psychology, 
sociology, and music

An area of application in 
the biological sciences 
is often a good choice 
for pre-med studentsWith exception of the economics

application, study plans are highly individual-
ized for each student.  Students design their 

own unique programs. (For example, two 
students interested in biology as an area of 
application may have completely different 
five-course plans, as one student may be 

interested in neuroscience and the other in 
population genetics.)

Popular application 
areas include economics, 
biology, computer science, 

physics, and statisticsOf 14-15 required courses, 5 
are in an area of application– 

corresponding, ideally, 
to their area of greatest 

intellectual interest – 
which form the core of 

their concentration

Applied mathematics blends the study of mathematics with a wide array 
of applications in many fields: biology, genomics, chemistry, computer 

science, decision and control, economics, electrical engineering, 
geophysical sciences, mechanical engineering, scientific computing, 

physics, social and behavioral sciences, and statistics

Did You  Know?

seas.harvard.edu/applied-mathematics
School: Engineeringand 

Applied Sciences

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

App Math Alumni

Kathy Lovell
Undergraduate Program Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-1524               *Study abroad credit contact 

seas.harvard.edu//programs/applied-mathematics/careers-alumni
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he concentration in Astrophysics builds the foundation from which students may consider some of the deepest questions 
of the physical universe. What was the state and composition of the Universe at the moment of the Big Bang? What is the 
nature of the force that currently dominates the expansion of the Universe? How do space and time behave in the vicini-
ty of a black hole? How do galaxies form, and how do stars and planets form within those galaxies? Are there habitable 

worlds other than our own? Excitingly, students are encouraged not just to study the current state of knowledge regarding these 
questions, but to participate (through the Harvard-Smith-
sonian Center for Astrophys- ics) in answering them.  
 
The science of astrophysics involves the study of matter 
and radiation in the universe as understood through the laws 
of physics. Astronomical phe- nomena exhibit an extreme 
range of physical conditions, from superfluid neutrons in 
neutron stars, high-temperature nuclear reactions in super-
novae, and strong gravitational fields near black holes, to the 
unique state of the universe during its earliest phases. 
Theoretical attempts to de- scribe these and more famil-
iar phenomena (such as stars and galaxies) have achieved 
a useful understanding in many cases. However, our overall 
knowledge of the universe is still woefully incomplete, 
and our contemporary physical knowledge is often stretched 
to its limits in attempting to understand physical condi-
tions that cannot be reproduced in terrestrial laboratories.

This program builds from a foundation of modern phys-
ics to a general account of the known contents of the uni-
verse emphasizing current research at each step. Astronomy 16 and 17 provide a complete introductory survey to the major fields 
of astrophysics, and Astronomy 100 is a survey of modern observational methods that includes travel to use our professional 
telescopes in Arizona. The research tutorial Astronomy 98 places students in close contact with the wide range of research activ-
ities at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics. Undergraduates are strongly encouraged to pursue research projects 
(conducted under the mentorship of members of the faculty), which culminate in their junior papers and optional senior theses.

Suggested gateway courses
• Astronomy 16, Stellar and Planetary Astronomy; 

spring
• Astronomy 17, Galactic and Extragalactic Astron-

omy; fall
• Astronomy 16 and 17 may be taken in either order; 

whichever is taken first, must be taken concurrently 
with one introductory course in Mechanics:

• - Physics 11a, Mechanics
• - Physics 15a, Introductory Mechanics and Relativ-

ity; fall, spring
• - Physics 16, Mechanics and Special Relativity; fall
• - Physical Sciences 12a, Mechanics from an An-

alytic, Numerical, and Experimental Perspective; 
spring

All concentrators in Astronomy are assigned individual 
faculty advisors in consultation with Edo Berger, Director of 
Undergraduate Studies. These advisors are able to sign study 
cards as is Prof. Berger in their absence.   These faculty 
advisors may or may not be the person with whom students 
ultimately do research as they are free to approach anyone 
of the 400 scientists at the Center for Astrophysics about a 
research project. 

Astrophysics
Who We  ARE

MS 46
60 Garden St, 

617-495-3752

T

Explore
Advising

What was the state and composition 
of the Universe at the moment of 
the Big Bang? What is the nature 
of the force that currently dominates 
the expansion of the Universe? How 
do space and time behave in the 
vicinity of a black hole? How do 
galaxies form, and how do stars 
and planets form within those 
galaxies? Are there habitable 
worlds other than our own?

“

”
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For roughly half of our students, the concentration in as-
trophysics is the foundation for graduate study (in as-
trophysics or a related field such as physics or planetary 
science) resulting in the PhD. Concentrators who have pur-
sued this route work in academia as professors and teach-
ers, at national observatories as astronomers and support 
scientists, at national laboratories and NASA research 
centers, at private research foundations, and in industry.

Importantly, half of our concentrators do not intend to seek fur-
ther study through a graduate degree. Rather, they pursue the 
concentration out of intellectual curiosity and find that the rig-
or, approaches, and skills emphasized in the concentration are 
valued greatly in a host of career paths.  Our courses are united 
by the intersection of imaginative problem solving with quanti-
tative data analysis, and we emphasize independent, mentored 
research and the presentation of that research through care-
fully crafted writing and persuasive speaking.  Recent grad-
uates have pursued careers in education, medicine, finance, 
engineering, public administration, the military, public rela-
tions, and in the computer software and technology industry.

...Astrophysics has an incredible database 
of information and is using the internet to help 

foster interest for astrophysics in students.”
“

Edo Berger* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
eberger@cfa.harvard.edu
617-495-7914    

Peg Herlihy
Department Administrator
pherlihy@cfa.harvard.edu
617-495-3753

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Astrophysics offers joint 
concentrations with other 

departments, in particular, Physics, 
Earth and Planetary Sciences, 
Computer Science, Mathematics, 

and Statistics

The department is extremely interested in 
encouraging and welcoming all students, 

regardless of preparation prior to arrival at 
Harvard, and regardless of whether or not 

you think you are “good at physics”

The student-to-
faculty ratio is 

the most favorable 
of all of 

the science 
concentrations

The Concentration in 
Astrophysics strives to provide 

excellent mentorship, both through the 
assignment of two concentration 

advisors, and the small class sizes, 
including tutorial-style offerings in

 each of the 4 years

We anticipate that joint 
concentrations with the Life 
Sciences may become more 

common as the search for life 
in the Universe moves into an 

observational phase

Concentrators 
interested in medicine 
can indeed complete 

the pre-med 
requirements

astronomy.fas.harvard.edu Division: Science

Astro Alumni

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Did You  Know?

...Astrophysics at Harvard can be separated in 
different ways and is not just one large grouping 

of information. For example, astrophysics includes 
the study of stars and galaxies but also the 

investigation of the early universe.

“

”
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iomedical engineering lies at the intersection of the physical and life sciences, incorporating principles from 
physics and chemistry to understand the operation of living systems. As in other engineering fields, the ap-
proach is highly quantitative: mathematical analysis and modeling are used to capture the function of sys-
tems from subcellular to organism scales. An education in Biomedical Engineering, and engineering more 

broadly, enables students to translate abstract hypotheses and scientific knowledge into working systems (e.g., pros-
thetic devices, imaging systems, and biopharmaceuticals). This enables one to both test the understanding of ba-
sic principles and to further this knowledge, and it places this understanding in the broader context of societal needs.  

In recognition of the pivotal importance of the life scienc-
es and the technologies they inspire to our society, Harvard 
is committed to broadly ed- ucating engineers who will 
become leaders in the devel- oping field of Biomedical 
Engineering. The objective of this concentration is to 
provide students with a solid foundation in engineering, 
particularly as applied to the life sciences, within the 
setting of a liberal arts edu- cation. The concentration is 
flexibly structured for a di- versity of educational and 
professional objectives. It en- ables the acquisition of skills 
drawn from the humanities, social sciences and sciences, 
which enhance engineering knowledge and which will 
contribute to future leader- ship and technical success.

The A.B. degree con- sists of 14 four-credit 
courses. This degree pre- pares students for the 
practice of Biomedi- cal Engineering and 
for graduate study in engineering and medicine, and it is an excellent preparation for careers in other professions (busi-
ness, law, etc.) as it provides an ideal framework for a well-rounded technical and scientific education. Advanced cours-
es build on the knowledge acquired in math, science, and introductory engineering science courses. Concentrators are en-
couraged to complete the common prerequisite course sequence in their first two years at Harvard. This includes Math or 
Applied Mathematics, Life Sciences and Chemistry, Physics, and Engineering Sciences 53 (Quantitative Physiology). 

The technologies that engineers create are changing at an amazing rate, but the fundamentals of engineering that enable these ad-
vances remain constant. Our curriculum emphasizes a solid background in the chemical and biological aspects of the Biomedical 
Engineering field, with ample opportunity to learn about state-of-the-art technologies. In particular, students will take courses in 
systems modeling to understand and mathematically model non-linear complex biological systems, thermodynamics to appreciate 
the basic driving forces underlying biological and chemical systems, the fundamental processes of heat and mass transport that often 
control the rates of system changes, and molecular to tissue level engineering of biological systems. Through this coursework, students 
also gain experience in the engineering design process, the engineering activity that requires creative synthesis as well as analysis.

Our students can go on to top medical schools and gradu-
ate schools in bioengineering. Other students choose to 
study public policy or public health or economics in gradu-
ate school. Some of our students obtain jobs in management 
consulting, and have been recruited by top firms. Finally, 
our students can go directly to industry and work as bio-
medical engineers at medical device or biotechnology firms.

...Biomedical Engineering integrates all the 
sciences to find solutions to problems. ”“

Biomedical Engineering
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall 110
29 Oxford St.

617-495-2833

The concentration is flexibly struc-
tured for a diversity of educational 
and professional objectives. It en-
ables the acquisition of skills drawn 
from the humanities, social sciences 
and sciences, which enhance engi-
neering knowledge and which will 
contribute to future leadership and 
technical success.

“

”

B

Biomedical AlumniAt AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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Suggested gateway courses
First year, first term
• Life Sciences 1a, An Integrated Introduction to the 

Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular Biology, and 
Cell Biology, fall 

• Math 1a, Math 1b, Applied Math 21a, or Math 21a,   
Mathematical Methods in the Sciences, fall 

By end of second year, second term students should 
complete
• Engineering Sciences 53, Quantitative Physiology 

as a Basis for Bioengineering; fall (can be taken first 
or second year)

• and Physics through Physical Sciences 2,3,or Phys-
ics 12a,b or Physics 15a,b or Applied Physics 50a,b

Students in the engineering concentrations, including 
Biomedical Engineering (A.B.), Electrical Engineering 
(S.B.), Engineering Sciences (A.B. & S.B., all tracks), 
and Mechanical Engineering (S.B.), have a concentra-
tion advising team that consists of an Assistant Director 
for Undergraduate Studies, a Director of Undergraduate 
Studies, and an individual faculty advisor. In general, the 
ADUS is the first line of communication for concentra-
tion related questions and forms (including signing study 
cards), and students should plan to meet regularly with 
both their ADUS and faculty advisor to discuss their plan 
of study, academic interests, and career goals.  Currently 
enrolled College students outside of engineering, includ-
ing pre-concentrators, are encouraged to contact any of 
the Assistant Directors for Undergraduate Studies who are 
prepared to discuss all of the engineering options in SEAS.

David Mooney (fall)
Director of Undergraduate Studies
mooneyd@seas.harvard.edu
617-384-9624

Robert Howe (spring)
Director of Undergraduate Studies
howe@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-8359

Concentrators encouraged to complete prerequisite 
course sequence in their first two years at Harvard: Math 

or Applied Mathematics, Life Sciences and Chemistry, 
Physics, and Engineering Sciences 53 

(Quantitative Physiology)

Access to research opportunities at 
the Wyss Institute for Biological 

Engineering to develop biomimetic 
materials, microdevices, microrobots, 
and innovative disease reprogramming 
technologies that emulate how living 
cells, tissues and organs self-organize 

and naturally regulate themselves

Independent 
research and 

entrepreneurial 
activity strongly 

supported

Access to 
Harvard Medical 

School labs

Hands-on 
learning through-
out the curriculum

Access to undergraduate teaching laboratories, which house cell culture facilities, rapid 
prototyping equipment, 3D printers, and instruments for evaluating hard and soft materials

We take advising and
mentorship seriously, and we have 

student chapters of the Society for 
Biological Engineers and the 

Biomedical Engineering Society, 
both of which are national profes-

sional societies

Diverse student 
population

seas.harvard.edu/programs/biomedical-engineering

School: Engineeringand Applied Sciences

Did You  Know?

AdvisingExplore

Questions?
Sujata Bhatia* 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
sbhatia@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-2840

Kathy Lovell
Undergraduate Program Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-1524

 *Study abroad credit contact 
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hemical and Physical Biology (CPB) concentrators 
are interested in applying quantitative tools, physical 
concepts, and chemical principles to the study of 
biology. The concentration is jointly administered 

by the departments of Chemistry and Chemical Biology and 
Molecular and Cellular Biology.

Most CPB graduates pursue careers in research. Others have 
applied their quantitative training and critical thinking skills 
to pursue careers and further education in fields including 
business/finance, computer programming, education, engi-
neering, law, and medicine.

Suggested gateway courses

First semester
• LS 1a. Life Sciences 1a. An Integrated Introduc-

tion to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular 
Biology, and Cell Biology (fall)

• LPSA. Life and Physical Sciences A. Foundation-
al Chemistry and Biology (fall)

• Math (according to math placement*)

Second semester
• LS 1b. Life Sciences 1b. An Integrated Introduc-

tion to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, and 
Evolution (spring)

• Physical Sciences I or Physical Sciences II 
(spring)

Third semester
• MCB 60. Cellular Biology and Molecular Medi-

cine (fall)
• Chem 17. Organic Chemistry (fall)

Fourth semester - Any of the following courses:
• MCB 64. The Cell Biology of Human Life in the 

World (spring)
• MCB 65. (Formerly MCB 56) Physical Biochem-

istry: Understanding Macromolecular Machines 
(spring)

• MCB 68. Cell Biology Through the Microscope 
(spring)

• Concentration Elective

*For a more complete listing, lifesciences.fas.harvard.
edu/files/lifesci/files/cpb_preconcentrator_course_se-
quences.pdf

The Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies (ADUS; 
Martin Samuels) meets with concentrators and pre-concen-
trators to discuss course choices, research opportunities, 
and career planning.  The ADUS also signs study cards.  In 
addition, each concentrator is matched with a mentor from 
the Board of Tutors in Biochemical Sciences.  

(For more information, go to 
tinyurl.com/CPB-tutorial-board.)

Chemical & Physical 
Biology (CPB)
Who We  ARE

Fairchild 95
7 Divinity Avenue

617- 495-4106 

C Explore

Advising

CPB Alumni
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...CPB really attracts students who 
are interested in exploring the intersection 
between physics, chemistry, and biology.”
“

...CPB attracts students who are interested 
in taking advanced physics and chemistry classes 
in addition to the required biology classes, and 
who are interested in the intersection between 

these different branches of science.”

“
Adam Cohen
Co-Head Tutor
cbp_conc@lsdiv.harvard.edu 

     
Rachelle Gaudet
Co-Head Tutor
cbp_conc@lsdiv.harvard.edu 

   
Martin Samuels*
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
msamuels@fas.harvard.edu 
617-496-1206

    
Lisa Fountain
Program Coordinator
lisa_fountain@harvard.edu 
617-495-4106

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Harvard fosters 
interdisciplinary research 

through the departments on the 
Cambridge and Medical School 

campuses, as well as through the 
affiliated Centers (such as the 
Center for Systems Biology, the 
Center for Brain Science, and 

the Harvard Stem Cell Institute)

Students at Harvard taught by leading 
experts in these disciplines and are 

encouraged to get involved in faculty laboratories

CPB emphasizes a more 
quantitative approach to the 

life sciences that involves using 
tools and methodologies from 

mathematics, chemistry, and 
physics to study biology

Harvard has 
tremendous strength in 
biology, chemistry, and 

the physical sciences, with 
renowned teachers and 
researchers in each of 

these areas

Most CPB concentrators choose to write a 
senior thesis, and the concentration provides 
strong support for thesis writers to make it 

an enriching experience

It is ideally suited for students 
who are interested in applying 
the knowledge they gain from 

higher-level coursework in 
mathematics, chemistry, and 
physics to current research in 

the Life Sciences

lifesciences.fas.harvard.edu/cpb Division: Science
Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...the differences between the Chemical and 
Physical Biology and Molecular and Cellular 

Biology concentrations, which I now understand 
to be that CPB applies quantitative and compu-

tational approaches to the study of biology, while 
MCB uses more traditional methods to elucidate 
molecular and cellular structures and systems.”

“

...it's distinguished from the other Life Science 
concentrations by looking at the biological 

information through an analytical lens. ”
“
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hemistry is both a basic science, fundamental to an understanding 
of the world we live in, and a practical science with an enormous 
number and variety of important applications.  Knowledge of chem-
istry is fundamental to an understanding of biology and biochemis-

try and of certain aspects of geology, astronomy, physics, and engineering.

Why Study Chemistry at Harvard?

There are two general factors that make a Harvard chemistry undergrad-
uate education truly unique and potentially transformative: having the 
opportunity for valuable interactions with thought leaders and pioneers 
of chemistry and having a guide to help you navigate the rich, and per-
haps daunting, resources of Harvard Chemistry.  In my three years here, 
I’ve found the Professors accessible and attentive; all my interactions with chemistry faculty, as a whole, have been influ-
ential; this is all in large part a result of excellent mentoring.  I’ve never felt lost in the sea of potential chemistry courses or 
completely unsure in terms of how to approach a research opportunity. (Senior Chemistry Concentrator, David Jaramillo)

I think the faculty are one of the biggest strengths of the un-
dergrad chemistry experience-- they are so excited about what 
they do, and invested in sharing their passion for chemistry 
with students. I have also found that students tend to be re-
ally into the classes, which makes for a more upbeat class ex-
perience. (Senior Chemistry Concentrator, Jen Guidera)

In many ways, chemistry at Harvard is taught like a lan-
guage rather than a collection of unlinked facts. It is in-
credibly gratifying to approach a test having memorized 
very little but be able to puzzle solve your way through all 
the problems. (Senior Chemistry Concentrator, Ellie Lin)

Every year about 10-30% of the chemistry seniors apply 
to graduate school in chemistry. However, because a de-
gree in chemistry is an excellent background for many oc-
cupations, most graduates pursue opportunities in related 
fields such as law, medicine, business, consulting, finance, 
teaching, environmental science, and other areas of science.

All students have the Co-Director of Undergraduate Stud-
ies as their academic advisor and once they join a lab they 
will also have the faculty member with whom they do re-
search as an additional academic advisor.  Concentrators 
can seek advice from any member of the chemistry faculty.

...Chemistry concentrators can perform 
research in virtually any scientific field, and that 

the concentration is flexible and can cover most, if 
not all, pre-medical requirements. As a Chemistry 
concentrator I would still have a lot of room in my 

schedule to take electives in Music.”

“

...it is quite flexible, and undergraduate 
research is very strongly encouraged. ”“

Chemistry
Who We  ARE

Biolabs
52 Oxford St.

617-495-4076 

C

Advising

Chemistry Alumni

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

I think the faculty are one of the 
biggest strengths of the undergrad 
chemistry experience-- they are so 
excited about what they do, and 
invested in sharing their passion 
for chemistry with students.

“

”
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Gregg Tucci* 
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies
Concentration Advisor
tucci@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4668

Dan Kahne
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies
kahne@chemistry.harvard.edu
617-496-0208

George O’Shea*
Program Coordinator
oshea@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-0932

 *Study abroad credit contact 

The department has a 
commitment to the individual 

academic development of 
every student

Many chemistry students study abroad 
and students can complete concentration 
requirements in their time spent abroad

All faculty in the 
department are open to having 

undergraduates do research 
work in their laboratories

The chemistry 
concentration is

 small
Chemistry students have the opportunity to take classes 
with faculty who are leaders in their research fields

chemistry.harvard.edu Division: Science
Did You  Know?

Explore Questions?
Suggested gateway courses

First year, students should enroll in two of the following 
introductory Chemistry classes
• Life and Physical Sciences A, Foundational Chem-

istry and Biology; fall
• Life Sciences 1a, An Integrated Introduction to the 

Life Sciences:  Chemistry, Molecular Biology, and 
Cell Biology; fall

• Physical Sciences 10, Chemistry:  Quantum and 
Statistical Foundations of Chemistry; fall  

• Physical Sciences 1, Chemical Bonding, Energy and 
Reactivity:  An Introduction to the Physical Scienc-
es; spring

• Physical Sciences 11, Foundations and Frontiers 
of Modern Chemistry:  A Molecular and Global 
Perspective; spring

• Chem 20, Organic Chemistry; spring
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here is exciting science on the somewhat arbitrary 
and fluid boundary between chemistry and phys-
ics. Chemists and physicists often study the same 
phenomena in slightly different ways, and it is very 

useful, in the boundary area, to have training in both fields. 
Recognizing this, the physics department has for many 
years offered the concentration in Chemistry and Physics. 
The requirements of the Chemistry and Physics concentra-
tion are designed to provide a solid foundation for further 
study in either or both of these two closely related sciences.

Concentrators have gone on to graduate work and careers in 
chemistry, physics, and other quantitative fields. In recent 
years, the concentration has also attracted many of the most 
scientifically talented pre-medical students at Harvard. In 
addition, the intellectual disciplines involved provide a suit-
able background for careers in many different professions.

Suggested gateway courses

• General Chemistry: Life Sciences 1a and Physical 
Sciences 1, or Physical Sciences 10 and 11, or 
satisfactory placement out of the requirement (fall, 
spring).

• Inorganic Chemistry: Chemistry 40 or 158, or 
equivalent (fall, spring).

• Organic Chemistry: Chemistry 20 and 30, or 
Chemistry 17 and 27. Chemistry 20 and 30 are 
strongly recommended, but Chemistry 17 and 27 
may be a preferred alternative, particularly for stu-
dents preparing for medical school (fall, spring).

• Physical Chemistry or Statistical Mechanics: 
Chemistry 60 or one of Chemistry 161, Physics 
181, or Engineering Sciences 181. One of the 
statistical mechanics courses is strongly recom-
mended (fall, spring).

• Mechanics, Electromagnetism, and Waves: Phys-
ics 15a (or Physics 16), 15b, and 15c (fall, spring).

• Quantum Mechanics: Physics 143a or Chemistry 
160 (fall, spring).

• Mathematics: Two courses at the level of Mathe-
matics or Applied Mathematics 21a, 21b, or above. 
While not required, taking one or more additional 
mathematics courses is strongly recommended. 
Students should consider especially Applied Math-
ematics 104 or Mathematics 113; Applied Mathe-
matics 105 or Mathematics 110; Applied Mathe-
matics 111 or Applied Mathematics 115; Statistics 
110. Students planning to go into research should 
consider taking a course in computer science and/
or numerical analysis.

Students in the Physics and Chem/Phys concentrations au-
tomatically have Prof. Howard Georgi (Head Tutor) and 
Dr. David Morin (Associate Head Tutor) as academic ad-
visors. Additionally, each student is given an individual 
concentration advisor, chosen from among the faculty; this 
advisor signs the student’s study card. Carol Davis (Un-
dergraduate Student Coordinator) handles many of the ad-
ministrative and student-life aspects of the concentrations. 

Chemistry & Physics
Who We  ARE

17 Oxford St.

617-495-2872

Explore

T

Advising

Chem & Phys Alumni
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...it is a fairly flexible concentration that lets 
me count really interesting physics and 

chemistry courses towards requirements and 
that the optional honors thesis doesn’t have 

to be integrative. It can be in chemistry, 
or physics, or both. ”

“

... It is very flexible, and aside from basic 
requirements in each category, you must take at 
least four physics courses and four chemistry 

courses. An honors thesis is not required, but if 
you choose to do one it can be in chemistry, or 

physics, or both (it doesn’t have to be integrative).”

“

Howard Georgi* 
Head Tutor
georgi@physics.harvard.edu 
617-496-8293
      

David Morin* 
Associate Head Tutor
morin@physics.harvard.edu
617-495-3257    

Gregg Tucci* 
Co-Head Tutor in Chemistry
Concentration Advisor
tucci@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4668

 *Study abroad credit contact 

The concentration is structured 
to assure that all concentrators are 

introduced to the core subjects of chemistry 
(organic, inorganic, and physical), of physics 

(mechanics, electromagnetism, and quantum theory), 
and of mathematics. Beyond this core, students take 

additional four-credit courses in chemistry, physics, or 
related sciences, according to their personal 

interests and objectives

Tutorial or individual study 
and research are optional, and may be 

undertaken within the framework of 
Physics 90r and/or 91r, or of Chemistry 98r 

and 99r, to the extent that facilities 
and staff are available

Because the requirements of the 
concentration lie between those of 

Chemistry and of Physics, it is possible 
that a given set of courses could 

satisfy the requirements of one of those 
concentrations as well as those of the 

concentration in Chemistry and Physics. 
By the same token, a transfer to or 

from one of these concentrations, even 
as late as the junior year, normally 

causes little difficulty

The concentration in Chemistry and Physics 
is supervised by a committee comprised of members 

of the Departments of Physics and of Chemistry and 
Chemical Biology. As the name suggests, the 

concentration has been established to serve those 
students desiring to develop a strong foundation 

in both physics and chemistry

physics.harvard.edu/academics/undergrad
Division: Science

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...most people choose to focus on either 
chemistry or physics in higher-level courses 
but take a lot of both in their freshman and 

sophomore years. We also discussed the pros 
and cons of taking physics courses 

out of sequence.

“

”
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he Department of the Classics offers students the op-
portunity to explore the whole range of Greco-Ro-
man civilization from the Bronze Age through Byz-
antium and medieval Europe to Modern Greece. 

Its faculty provide instruction in all the major areas of 
classical studies, including language and linguistics, liter-
ature, archaeology, history, philosophy, and religion. Joint 
concentrations are welcomed in the conviction that Clas-
sics lies at the root of many important academic fields.

Two concentration options are offered within the department:
(1) Classical Languages and Literatures, for students wishing 
to emphasize the study of Greek and Latin literature in the 
original languages, and (2) Classical Civilizations, for those 
primarily interested in exploring the connections between Gre-
co-Roman culture and disciplines such as archaeology, histo-
ry, and philosophy. Concentrators in both tracks are required 
to acquire knowledge of Greek or Latin, or both, but neither 
track presumes any prior knowledge of these languages. Both 
may be pursued as joint concentrations with other departments.

From the freshman year onwards, students are taught to 
develop analytical and interpretive skills that are trans-
ferable to almost every aspect of human endeavor. Alumni 
have become actors, archaeologists, architects, archivists, 
bankers, diplomats, doctors, entrepreneurs, hedge-fund 
managers, interpreters, journalists, landscape designers, 
lawyers, librarians, management consultants, museum cu-
rators, novelists, poets, politicians, priests, professors, 
surgeons, teachers, translators, and various other things.

Suggested gateway courses
• All language offerings are appropriate
• All courses in English translation are also a 

good entry point
• Classical Studies 97a, Greek Culture and Civ-

ilization (fall); Classical Studies 97b, Roman 
Culture and Civilization (spring)

• Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding 33, 
Ancient Fictions: The Ancient Novel in Context 
(fall)

• Culture and Belief 22, Concepts of the Hero in 
Classical Greek Civilization (fall)

• Culture and Belief 35, Classical Mythology 
(spring)

The Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) serves 
as the primary academic advisor for every concen-
trator. Concentrators meet with the DUS at the be-
ginning of each term to discuss course selection, 
long-term academic planning, internships and research op-
portunities, and other matters relating to their academic and 
professional progress. Study cards are signed by the DUS.

Classics
Who We  ARE

204 Boylston Hall 

617-495-4027

Advising

Classics Alumni

Explore

T
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... Classics is an adaptable concentration 
which extends into numerous other fields. I am 

excited to study Classics because it is so flexible 
and it will allow me to explore my other interests 
through the subject I am most passionate about. ”

“
Kathleen Coleman* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies and
Language Faculty Advisor for Study Abroad
classicsDUS@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-2024

Sarah Lannom
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
slannom@fas.harvard.edu

Teresa Wu* 
Department Administrator 
ttwu@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4632

 *Study abroad credit contact 

The library holdings 
in Classics are unparalleled, 

and the faculty in the Department and 
the Museum cover topics as diverse 

as ancient mechanics, Greek drinking 
cups, medieval handwriting, and the 

reception of Virgil and Ovid in western 
literature, art, and music

Studying the  Classics at Harvard gives 
undergraduates the  opportunity to engage with 
more than three millennia of human experience

No prior knowledge of 
Greek or Latin is required 

to concentrate in the 
Classics

Students are 
encouraged to study in 

Greece and Italy, either by 
enrolling in summer courses 

or by pursuing a semester 
of study abroad

Harvard’s priceless collections of ancient art, 
coins, inscriptions, papyri, manuscripts, and ear-
ly printed books bring the ancient and medieval 

worlds alive with breath-taking intensity

The Department of the 
Classics has a very favorable 

faculty–student ratio. 
Classes usually range in size 

from 5 to 25 students

A large number of summer 
internships are available

Joint concentrations with 
widely diverse fields are encouraged. 

(There is a dedicated Joint 
Concentration in Ancient History 

[Greek and Roman] between the 
Classics and History Departments.)

Did You  Know?

classics.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

... even though the department may seem small, 
the Classics Department works intimately with 

so many other departments (philosophy, 
philology, history, etc) that it can feel like a 

large department if you like. 

... studying the Classics is more inclusive than I 
thought it would be.  It's more than just reading old 
books, but it's pretty interesting, considering that 

you have the chance to work with Greek 
works, which I have always been interested in. 

It also involves interpreting the other areas of life 
that these works highlight and involves relating 

the works to things of the present like 
gender and sexuality.

“

”

“

”
Questions?
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omparative Literature welcomes students who are in-
terested in studying literature in more than one national 
and linguistic tradition, students who want to explore
literature in relation to other arts and media (e.g., film, 

music, visual art), and students who seek to formulate an in-
dividualized program of study within the arts and humanities.

Each Comp Lit student designs, with the guidance of a tutor in 
the program, a course of study that is centered around a core 
of courses and one-on-one tutorials that reflects the student’s 
particular areas of interest. Recent students in Comp Lit have 
focused their studies on fields as far-ranging as Literature and 
Music, 20th century French literature and film, the graphic 
novel, translation studies, literature and neurobiology, and 
contemporary Arabic and Hebrew narrative, to name but a few.

Students who thrive in Comp Lit generally have inter-
ests in a number of different disciplines and fields within 
the Humanities and beyond. They also tend to be self-mo-
tivated, intellectually adventurous and edgy, and ready 
to engage in deep thinking about literature and culture.

Suggested gateway courses

Any course listed under the Comparative Literature 
rubric provides an excellent way of exploring the 
concentration. Comparative  Literature 103:  Grounds 
for Comparison is designed to be a gateway course, 
but all students are encouraged to enroll in any of the  
Comparative Literature 100 classes to get a sense of 
what the study of comparative literature entails.

Students might also consider enrolling in a course 
from any of the departments in the Humanities that 
address their interests, e.g., Humanities; English; 
any non-English literature department (e.g., Slavic, 
Romance Languages, East Asian Languages, Near 
Eastern Languages); Philosophy; Visual and Environ-
mental Studies; and Women, Gender, and Sexuality.

Another great option is a course in a non-English 
literature or a language course in the foreign language 
the student wishes to study.

Primary advising in the concentration is provided by mem-
bers of the Comparative Literature Tutorial Board. Each 
student is assigned an individual advisor. These advisors also 
sign study cards.

A combination of factors made Comp Lit 
stand out. . . as the perfect choice for me. The 

blend of languages and cultures (I can’t pick just 
one!), the option of doing a translation thesis, 
and the opportunity for really individualized 

attention (heck yes one-on-one junior tutorial) 
were significant draws for me.”

“

What Comp Lit 
Concentrators Say

The tutorial system allowed me the kind of 
freedom and focus that most fields only permit at 
the graduate level. When most of my friends in 

other departments were still juggling lectures and 
sections for their concentrations’ requirements, I 
was already delineating my own curriculum and 

exploring it with some of the world’s foremost 
experts on the subject. As an unexpected bonus, 

the structure and the dimensions of the 
concentration fostered a friendly, tight-knit, and 

vibrant community that I loved calling home.”

“

Comparative Literature
Who We  ARE

Dana Palmer House
16 Quincy St.

617-495-1900

C

Explore

Advising
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Students who graduate with a degree in Comp Lit develop 
strong skills in writing, research, and critical thinking that 
translate across professions. They have gone on to careers in 
a variety of fields: academics, journalism, film, law, medi-
cine, and business, among others. Some past alumni include: 
Elizabeth Brook, 2010, consultant; Amrita Dani, 2013, Gates 
Cambridge Scholar; Monica Eav, 1999, Immigration Law-
yer; Noah Fabricant, 2004, Rabbi; Dara Horn, 1999, Novel-
ist; Mark McGurl, 1989, Professor of English, Stanford; B.J. 
Novak, 2001, Actor; Scott Rubin, 1985, Director of Commu-
nications, Europe, Middle East, & Africa, Google; Rashid 
Sabar, 2005, Portfolio Manager; Kelefa Sanneh, 1998, Staff 
Writer, The New Yorker; A.O. Scott, 1988, Film Critic, The 
New York Times; Kevin Stone, 2013, Fulbright Scholar, Ger-
many; Diane Wachtell, 1985, Executive Director, The New 
Press; Rachel Weinerman, 2003, Physician.

Sandra Naddaff* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies    
snaddaff@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5650

Isaure Mignotte
Program Coordinator
mignotte@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4186

 *Study abroad credit contact 

...the Comp Lit concentration is very 
flexible in allowing you to take classes from 

different departments to suit your interests and 
that they have a very close and interactive 

community. You can also go abroad to 
do research.”

“

 Comp Lit is not the literary theory department. 
Students are introduced to literary theory in the 

sophomore tutorial, and encouraged to think broadly and 
theoretically about literature. However the primary object 

of study is the literary, aesthetic, or cultural object

Comp Lit has a required 
tutorial program: Sophomore 

tutorial is a seminar, while 
junior and senior tutorial 
are supervised, individually 

structured courses in which 
you design your own syllabus 

and field of study. They are 
reading- and writing-intensive.

Students interested in 
concentrating in Comp Lit need 
to file an application (available 
online or in the Comp Lit office, 
1st floor, Dana Palmer House) in 

the fall of sophomore year

Classes in Comp Lit are typically 
seminars and have fewer than 15 
students in a class. There is a lot 

of student/faculty contact.

We are a small 
concentration in which 
each student is known 
well and given a lot of 

personal attention

Comp Lit is an honors-only 
concentration. You must 
write a senior thesis and 
take oral examinations.

Knowledge of one non-English 
language is necessary to pursue 
studies in Comp Lit. However, you 
need not have competency in that 

language as you begin your studies.

Did You  Know?

complit.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Comp Lit Alumni

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...it is a sort of "build it yourself" kind of 
concentration.  I learned that there is a lot of 

freedom in Comparative Literature, and that in 
the concentration you can really explore other 

subjects that you are interested in (for example: 
African American Studies).

“

”
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omputer science is a dynamic, versatile field, 
full of open problems and opportunities for cre-
ative invention. The concentration in comput-
er science is designed to teach students skills that 

they will use immediately and also ideas they will ex-
ploit in the future in ways we cannot even imagine today. 
 
Computer scientists must know basic mathematics; they 
must understand something about the abstract models that 
describe universal computational phenomena; and they 
must have some knowledge of how computers are cur-
rently designed, programmed, and used. Concentration 
requirements are intended to ensure balanced programs 
with emphasis on subjects that will endure rapid techno-
logical change.  At the same time, the requirements permit 
students to choose courses in computer science and relat-
ed fields that reflect individual interests and preferences.

Many students go on to work in the computer technology 
field at the leading software companies such as Facebook, 
Google, Pixar and Microsoft. Our entrepreneurial students 
have gone on to found technology companies (including 
Facebook and Microsoft). Students also apply their expertise 
in the financial industry.

Students interested in research consistently go on to pursue 
PhDs at the top programs in the country.

As computer science is such an integral part of so many 
aspects of our world, students can find a computer science 
background helpful in many other fields and careers such as 
law, government, non-profits, or medicine.  

Read about some of the computer science alumni at:
seas.harvard.edu/programs/computer-science/ca-
reers-alumni

Suggested gateway courses
• Computer Science 50, Introduction to Computer 

Science I; fall (Students should ideally take this 
course in freshman year, though it is possible to 
take it in sophomore year and still complete the 
honors eligible program).  

• Computer Science 61, Systems Programming and 
Machine Organization and Computer Science 
121, Introduction to the Theory of Computation 
are fall term courses for those who have satisfied 
the prerequisites.  

• Computer Science 51; spring is the normal fol-
low-on to Computer Science 50.  

• Computer Science 20, Discrete Mathematics for 
Computer Science, is an optional spring term 
course providing background in logic, probabili-
ty, graph theory, and other subjects and will pre-
pare students for courses in theoretical computer 
science such as Computer Science 121 and 124.  

• Computer Science ordinarily requires mathemat-
ics to the level of Mathematics 21a and 21b or 
equivalent (Applied Mathematics 21a and 21b; 
Mathematics 23a and 23b; Mathematics 25a and 
25b; Mathematics 55a and 55b).  Students should 
follow Mathematics placement advice in judging 
whether first to enroll in Mathematics 1a or 1b or 
a pre-calculus course.

First point of contact for students interested in a Computer 
Science Concentration or Secondary Field is the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies. The DUS and the student devel-
op a Plan of Study that meets relevant requirements and 
addresses the student’s particular interests and needs. Once 
the student joins the program, the DUS assigns the student a 
faculty advisor, who will be the person with whom the stu-
dent meets regularly for advising and to sign the student’s 
subsequent study cards. The DUS is always available to 
any computer science undergraduate for technical questions 
about concentration requirements, for petitions for exceptions 
to rules, or for any kind of open-ended discussion the stu-
dent might like to initiate about life at and beyond Harvard.

Computer Science (CS)
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall 110
29 Oxford St.

617-495-2833

Advising

Explore

CS Alumni

C
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...computer science expands your way of 
thinking about problems, and that it can be a 

difficult concentration but a rewarding 
and powerful one.”

“

... I learned about the option to pursue 
computer science as a secondary. There are also 

many extracurricular opportunities to engage 
in computer science study.”

“

...there are several different tracks in computer 
science for most inclinations and that the 

current courses I have taken have set me up to 
follow any of the tracks I want to choose.”

“
Harry Lewis* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
lewis@harvard.edu
617-496-2424

Kathy Lovell*
Undergraduate Program Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu 
617-496-1524    

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Due to our moderate size, computer science 
students at Harvard form a close-knit community 
and many students have the opportunity to work 

on an individual basis with faculty members. 
Students need absolutely no programming 
background to take our intro course, CS50

Students can start the 
concentration requirements in 
their sophomore year and still 

complete the degree on time

Computer Science 
offers both breadth 

and depth in all 
areas of the field

... the different paths you can take in 
the computer science concentration are based on 

one’s interests.

“

seas.harvard.edu/programs/computer-science

School: Engineeringand Applied Sciences

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

…there are courses, resources and 
applications of theory to make significant 

impact in industry.”
“

”

Questions?
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arth and Planetary Sciences encompass a broad 
range of science disciplines, technology, and ap-
plications to environmental and economic en-

deavors. Studies of the Earth involve students in the de-
velopment and application of new tools and technologies 
such as space probes and sophisticated instruments, as 
well as field work in remote and challenging settings.  

These are intellectually exciting times for the Earth and plane-
tary sciences, which are of unprecedented importance to con-
temporary society. Our environment is increasingly subject to 
stresses placed upon it. As never before, we must understand 
the consequences of human activities for the Earth’s atmo-
sphere, the oceans, the solid Earth, and the organisms that live 
on it. Exploring for, extracting, and conserving natural resourc-
es are vital to the global political economy. We must mitigate 
the ill effects of earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, 
and severe weather by learning to predict their time and place.

Because the Earth’s natural systems (atmosphere, ocean, 
biosphere, solid earth) are interconnected, the training of 
Earth scientists broadly spans the boundaries between bi-
ology, chemistry, engineering, physics, mathematics, and 
the Earth sciences themselves. This intellectual breadth is 
not always possible to acquire in a “pure” science program. 
The department trains students rigorously in the basic sci-
ences, typically in the same foundational courses as stu-
dents in Astrophysics, Chemistry, Engineering Sciences, 
and Physics. These foundational courses are followed by 
upper-level courses that focus on disciplines within Earth 
and planetary science. Within the EPS department students 
may focus on atmospheric and ocean science, energy and 
climate, environmental geoscience, geobiology, geochemis-
try, geology, planetary science, and solid earth geophysics.

Alternatively, many students choose to take courses across 
these disciplines.

An important goal of our educational mission is to main-
tain flexibility, ensuring that we serve the needs of students 
destined for careers in science as well as those destined for 
other pursuits. Career opportunities in Earth and planetary 
sciences are diverse, spanning the private, government, and 
academic sectors. Government service includes research and 
administration in NASA, the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Agency, the US Geological Survey, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and many other agencies and 
departments. Earth scientists work in and direct a number 
of oil and mineral exploration and production companies. 
There also are abundant opportunities in the academic world. 
Many opportunities continue to grow for entrepreneurs who 
build companies specializing in resources, natural hazards, 
waste repositories and cleanup, and environmental impact. In 
addition to scientific career paths, an undergraduate degree in 
Earth and Planetary Sciences is an excellent background for 
continuing study in law, business, public administration, and 
medicine. Many former concentrators have found that their 
studies in EPS have helped prepare them for careers in both 
anticipated and unexpected ways:

• My background in Earth science has allowed me to 
make designs that meld with the land and the natural 
environment.”  (Landscape architect)

• Subsequently, I found myself transitioning from 
academia back to finances, and now I am a portfolio 
manager overseeing a book of complex investments in 
the natural resource, energy, and commodity space.” 
(Portfolio manager)

• Policymakers are constantly challenged to design 
regulations and programs based on their interpretation 
of scientific results, and EPS is an excellent foundation 
for this work in dynamic fields of energy, climate, and 
environmental policy.” (Chief policy advisor for sustain-
ability)

All concentrators and secondary field students are assigned a 
faculty advisor with whom they meet at least twice per year.  
These assignments can change as students’ interests shift.  
Additional concentration advising is provided by the Co-
Head Tutors (Jerry Mitrovica and Francis Macdonald) and the 
Academic  Programs  Administrator (Chenoweth Moffatt).  

...they have a fantastic department as they 
are a very small one, and that they have great one 
to one interactions with students as the faculty are 
really caring. Also there are fantastic trips to go 

on which are funded!”

“

Earth & Planetary 
Sciences (EPS)
Who We  ARE

Hoffman Labs
20 Oxford St.

617-495-2351

Advising

EPS Alumni

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

E
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Suggested gateway courses

•  EPS 21, The Dynamic Earth: Geology and Tec-
tonics Through Time (fall)

• EPS 22, The Fluid Earth: Oceans, Atmosphere, 
and Climate (spring)

• SPU 12, Natural Disasters may substitute for 
EPS 21 (spring)

• SPU 14, How to Build a Habitable Planet may 
substitute for EPS 21 (fall)

• SPU 25, Energy and Climate for the 21st Century 
may substitute for EPS 22 (spring)

• SPU 29, Climate-Energy Challenge may substi-
tute for EPS 22 (fall)

• SPU 30, Life as a Planetary Phenomenon may 
substitute for EPS 21 (spring)

• SPU 31, Energy Resources and the Environment 
may substitute for EPS 21 (spring)

Jerry X. Mitrovica
Co-head Tutor
jxm@eps.harvard.edu
617-496-2732

Francis A. Macdonald
Co-head Tutor
fmacdon@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-2236\

Chenoweth Moffatt*
Academic Programs Administrator, Secondary Field Contact
moffatt@eps.harvard.edu
617-384-9760

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Concentrators can 
attend world-wide 

field research camps All students are encouraged 
to participate in department-sponsored 

field trips, experiences that build a tight-knit 
community among undergraduates, 

graduate students, and faculty. Annual 
trip rotates through three destinations and 
subjects: geology of the Canadian Rockies, 

oceanography of coastal margins (California 
or Massachusetts), and volcanology and 

geomorphology of Hawaii

Mid-sized department 
with 26 faculty and 
approximately 50 

concentrators, including 
joint and secondary 

field students

Class sizes are small 
and student-professor 

contact is frequent 
and informal

By the time they graduate, 
every EPS concentrator is 

personally acquainted with 
numerous faculty members in 

the department

Term-time study 
abroad is possible

Outstanding research 
environment. Concentrators can work 
with faculty and graduate students on 

major research projects whether as a 
research or field assistant (in the 

context of coursework) or as part of 
an undergraduate research project

Joint concentrations 
with EPS as primary 
or secondary field 

are common

eps.harvard.edu
Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Explore

Questions?
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ast Asian Studies is an interdisciplinary concentration that seeks to develop a critical understanding of the human experience 
in East Asia. A concentrator develops language skills, participates in a series of tutorials, and selects from a rich offering of 
lecture courses and seminars. The program allows students to learn about East Asia as a whole and also to pursue special-
ized study of one East Asian society: China, Japan, Korea, or Vietnam. Study abroad is strongly encouraged and supported.  

The concentration offers a broad range of possibilities for students 
interested in the social sciences or the humanities. Students in EAS 
may take courses that study modern East Asia through approaches 
drawn from political science, sociology, anthropology, economics, 
and psychology. Students with an interest in the humanities can 
choose to study modern and pre-modern East Asia from the per-
spectives of history, literature, art history, cultural studies, religion, 
philosophy, and folklore. The sophomore tutorial introduces a vari-
ety of perspective from the humanities and the social sciences, and 
offers concentrators a forum to interact with Harvard’s East Asia 
faculty. At 

the end of the sophomore year, students typically decide on a disciplinary 
or area focus or choose a comparative perspective (involving one or more 
than one area or discipline) in consultation with the Director of Undergrad-
uate Studies and their assigned faculty advisor. Juniors take an EAS 98 of-
fering or an approved course to serve as their junior tutorial. Many spend 
the summer in East Asia doing research or internships. Honors candidates 
usually spend the senior year researching and writing the honors thesis.

EAS alumni go on to an amazing range of careers. Is con-
centrating in East Asian Studies compatible with finding a 
rewarding job after graduation? The simple answer is yes. 
With the extraordinary dynamism of East Asia today, knowl-
edge of the region and one or more of its languages is hugely 
attractive to employers. Some of our graduates continue to-
wards an M.A. or PhD degree with a view towards pursu-
ing careers in teaching and research, but the majority find 
jobs in consulting, finance, business and international trade, 
government service, law, medicine and many other fields.

The network of Harvard’s East Asia graduates is trans-
global. Even if your professional future is not in Asia, 
the concentration will equip you with unusual intellectu-
al opportunities and language skills. Graduating with a 
degree in EAS demonstrates to potential employers that 
you have initiative, curiosity, imagination, and persever-
ance. These are all qualities highly sought by employers.

Suggested gateway courses

Students interested in a concentration in East Asian 
Studies should begin language study (Chinese, Japa-
nese, Korean, or Vietnamese) in the first semester of 
their freshman year, if possible.

EAS concentrators are required to take a historical 
survey course of the region they are studying
• China: Societies of the World 12, China: Tradi-

tions and Transformations (fall)
• Japan: Societies of the World 13, Japan in Asia 

and the World (spring)
• Korea: Societies of the World 27, The Two Koreas 

or Korean 111 (spring)

EAS 97ab may be taken freshman year by students 
who are strongly committed to EAS as a concentration 
or secondary field.

East Asian Studies (EAS)
Who We  ARE

9 Kirkland Place

617-495-8365

E

Explore
EAS Alumni

The program allows students to 
learn about East Asia as a whole 
and also to pursue specialized 
study of one East Asian society: 
China, Japan, Korea, or Vietnam.

“

”
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Students in EAS can request a faculty advisor or have one 
assigned to them.

The Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies for Soph-
omores, Juniors, or Seniors signs study cards. Senior thesis 
writers work with both a faculty advisor and a graduate 
student advisor.

...EAS would effectively support my ability 
to explore East Asia in the context of a number 

of different disciplines while developing my 
language proficiency by encouraging study 

abroad in junior year.”

“

James Robson*  
Director of Undergraduate Studies
Professor of Chinese History
jrobson@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-8363

Nicole Escolas  
Undergraduate Coordinator
eas@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-8365

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Students are assigned a faculty advisor and a 
graduate student advisor, and those who write 

a thesis are also assigned a PhD student to 
advise on research and writing

Students can receive EAS 
credit for courses in 

Anthropology, Economics, 
History of Art and 

Architecture, Government, 
History, and Sociology, and 
also from the Law School, 
Business School, to School 

of Public Health

Check out student and alumni profiles online at: 
http://ealc.fas.harvard.edu/concentrator-profiles

For decades, 
Harvard has had one 

of the top-ranked 
programs in 

East Asian Studies 
globally

The small size of the 
department makes it possible 
to design a personalized and 

individualized curriculum

The Asia-related research centers on 
campus offer lectures, talks, and funds 
for students to study, do research, and 

work in East Asia

To study East Asia is to be 
exposed to a world with different 

forms of political activity, religious 
and philosophical traditions, 

and social relations

...The East Asian department strongly 
encourages study abroad opportunities for 

all students, as they can be invaluable learning 
experiences that fully immerse you in the 

language and culture of the society 
you are studying.)”

“

Did You  Know?

ealc.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Advising

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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conomics is at once broad in its subject matter and 
unified in its approach to understanding the so-
cial world. The Harvard Economics Department 
aims to teach undergraduate students the basic 

principles of economics, to introduce them to various sub-
fields within economics, and to give them a foundation 
in understanding and carrying out economics research. 

Traditionally, economics has focused on understanding 
prices, competitive markets, and the interactions between 
markets. Important topics such as monopolies and antitrust, 
income inequality, eco-
nomic growth, and the 
business cycle continue to 
be central areas of inquiry 
in economics. Recently, 
though, the subject matter 
of economics has broad-
ened so that economists 
today address a remark-
able variety of social sci-
ence questions. Will school vouchers improve the qual-
ity of education? Do politicians manipulate the business 
cycle? What sort of legal regime best promotes econom-
ic development? Why do cities have ghettos? What can be 
done about grade inflation? Why do people procrastinate 
in saving for retirement—or in doing their homework?

Economics today is a scientific discipline. Bringing their partic-
ular perspective to the questions of social science, economists 
formulate theories and collect evidence to test these theories 
against alternative ideas. Doing economic research involves 
asking questions about the social world and addressing those 
questions with data and clear-headed logic, employing mathe-
matical and statistical tools whenever possible to aid the analysis.

In recent years, more than 85 percent of economics con-
centrators have sought work immediately after graduation. 
Economics concentrators go to work in business, politics, 
social service, teaching, charitable work, and other occu-
pations in proportions not that different from the average 
Harvard graduate. A somewhat higher percentage of Eco-
nomics concentrators pursue work in consulting and finance.

About 10 percent of economics concentrators proceed straight 
to further education upon graduation, pursuing law school, med-
ical school, Ph.D. programs, and various master’s programs. 
About three-quarters of economics concentrators will even-
tually earn some advanced academic or professional degree. 
Law, business, and public policy degrees are the most common.

Suggested gateway courses
Freshman year
• Economics 10a (fall) and 10b (spring), Principles 

of Economics. Students who earned a 5 on AP mi-
croeconomics and macroeconomics or a 7 on the 
Higher Level examination toward the Internation-
al Baccalaureate may skip the relevant semester 
of Ec 10ab and move to higher level economics 
classes (however, they must replace Economics 
10ab with two Ec electives if they pursue the 
concentration).

• Math 1a. Students who placed out of Math 1a on 
the Harvard math placement test or who earned a 
5 on AP Calculus AB or BC are deemed to have 
fulfilled this requirement.

• One of Stat 100 (fall), Stat 104 (fall and spring)
Stat 110 (fall), AM 101 (fall) or Math 154 (spring) 

       Sophomore year
• Economics 1010a (fall and spring) or 1011a (fall), 

Intermediate Microeconomics
• Economics 1010b (spring) or 1011b (spring), 

Intermediate Macroeconomics
• Economics 1123 (fall and spring) or Economics 

1126 (varies), Econometrics 
• Economics 970 (fall and spring), Sophomore 

Tutorial

The Economics Department has extensive advising resources: 
five economists serve as dedicated Lecturer/Advisors (each 
holding a PhD in economics) serve as concentration advi-
sors. Concentrators are welcome to speak with any advisor, 
but are encouraged to get to know the advisor associated with 
their House. Additionally, any concentration advisor can dis-
cuss and sign paperwork for any economics concentrator.

The Economics Advising Team welcomes students to their walk-
in office hours, 10am-4pm, every Monday through Friday during 
the semester in the Department’s home, the Littauer Center. 

Economics
Littauer Center
1805 Cambridge St.

617-495-3247 

Who We  ARE
E Explore

Advising
Economics Alumni
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...Harvard’s Economics program is a lot 
different than most traditional economics 

courses, or it’s a lot different than what I thought 
Economics to be. It focuses on the social science 
aspect more so than just analyzing competitive 

markets (which is what I believed it to be). 
I would get more out of it than just a traditional 

business concentration, as I would learn 
more about the social world.”

“

...although the concentration is big, 
there is tons of advising if you make the effort to 
find it; that concentrating in Economics does not 

mean that I have to go into banking or consulting; 
and that it is more about learning the tools to think 

according to “scarcity” which can be 
applied to everything.”

“

Jeffrey Miron* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
miron@fas.harvard.edu 
617-495-4129

Dani Doyle
Undergraduate Program Coordinator
ddoyle@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3247

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Some Economics 
concentrators take computer 

science courses as well. The more 
applied and empirical subfields 
of Economics use computers 

intensively in statistical 
and analytical work

Professors, advisors, and TFs truly enjoy talking with and working with undergraduates who take 
the initiative to reach out. Economics concentrators will find a warm home in the department if 
they are proactive, introduce themselves to their professors, and take advantage of the advising 

team, which welcomes students weekdays between 10am- 4pm in Littauer 109-116

Harvard’s Economics 
Department is one 

of the best in the world

Those considering 
going on to graduate school 

in economics should plan to take 
more mathematics than the 

concentration requires

The department’s 
advising team has an 

open door policy that welcomes 
students to discuss academic 

interests, concentration 
requirements, course selection, 

and career choices

Because the economics 
department is large, students are 

strongly encouraged to take initiative 
and personalize their academic 
experience. Required sophomore 
tutorials and optional junior 
tutorials provide rewarding 

opportunities for small, 
interactive classes

The large number of 
professors and their diverse 

interests enable a student 
to study virtually any area 

of economics

Economics is a more quantitative discipline than 
other social sciences. Quantitative measures of 

economic life are omnipresent--prices, quantities, 
revenues, expenditures, and so forth. Thus, 

economics courses rely on mathematical tools

...Economics is the study and application of 
scarce resources. It looks into how people 

accomplish goals, given constraints. It is also 
the most quantitative of the social sciences.”

“

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Scienceseconomics.harvard.edu

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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lectrical Engineering provides the information and 
communications pathways that link us together, the 
techniques that allow us to send a multitude of complex 
information over long distances ever more rapidly, and 

that allow us to carry out demanding computation on massive 
amounts of data in ever shorter periods of time. Electrical en-
gineers utilize basic materials properties to craft new devices 
and systems that will be able to rapidly receive, transmit and 
store information with ever greater accuracy and efficiency.  

Harvard’s degree in Electrical Engineering is a Bachelor of Sci-
ence (S.B.) degree that consists of 20 four-credit courses. The 
Electrical Engineering program has been designed to produce 
flexibility in the choice of engineering courses, with a small 
select core of required engineering courses and the early inclu-
sion of a strong hands-on (lab) component.  As this program was 
new in the fall of 2012, it will be reviewed for ABET accredi-
tation during the next review in fall 2015. Students interested 
in the electrical engineering area at the Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) 
level should refer to the Electrical Engineering and Comput-
er Science track of the Engineering Sciences concentration. 

Past students have attended graduate school at leading uni-
versities in areas ranging from engineering to law to busi-
ness to medicine, while others have entered the work-
force right after graduation, working in small start-up 
companies, as well as in large engineering companies such 
as Microsoft and Northrop Grumman, and NASA’s Jet 
Population Laboratory. Other graduates have taken posi-
tions at leading consulting, engineering, and business firms. 

Suggested gateway courses
• Engineering Sciences 50 (Introduction to Electri-

cal Engineering), fall
• Engineering Sciences 52 (The Joy of Electronics 

–     Part 1), fall and spring

Students in the engineering concentrations, including Bio-
medical Engineering (A.B.), Electrical Engineering (S.B.), 
Engineering Sciences (A.B. & S.B., all tracks), and Mechan-
ical Engineering (S.B.), have a concentration advising team 
that consists of an Assistant Director for Undergraduate Stud-
ies, a Director of Undergraduate Studies, and an individual 
faculty advisor. In general, the ADUS is the first line of com-
munication for concentration related questions and forms (in-
cluding signing study cards), and students should plan to meet 
regularly with both their ADUS and faculty advisor to dis-
cuss their plan of study, academic interests, and career goals.  
Currently enrolled College students outside of engineering, 
including pre-concentrators, are encouraged to contact any 
of the Assistant Directors for Undergraduate Studies who are 
prepared to discuss all of the engineering options in SEAS.

Electrical Engineering
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall 110
29 Oxford St.

617-495-2833

E

Explore

Advising

EE Alumni

Electrical engineers utilize basic 
materials properties to craft new 
devices and systems that will be 
able to rapidly receive, transmit 
and store information with ever 
greater accuracy and efficiency.

“

”
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…areas of study in the concentration (e.g., 
electronics, programming, image processing) are 

flexible, and that by studying engineering you 
learn almost as much science as you do in the nat-

ural sciences, but you also learn how to apply 
science to the real world.”

“

...I learned about the pros and cons of 
studying engineering as opposed to one of the 
natural sciences. I was told that by studying 

engineering, you learn almost as much science 
as you do in the natural sciences but you also 

learn how to apply it to real-world issues.”

“

Evelyn Hu
Director of Undergraduate Studies
ehu@seas.harvard.edu 
617-496-1385

Christopher Lombardo
Assistant Director for Undergraduate Studies in 
Engineering Sciences
lombardo@seas.harvard.edu  
617-496-5185

Kathy Lovell
Undergraduate Program Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-1524

Students planning to 
pursue the S.B. degree are 

strongly encouraged to 
complete their basic math 

and science 
(e.g. physics, chemistry, etc.) 
requirements by the end of 

their sophomore year

Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science have a natural link, for 

example looking at developing next-generation, 
or energy-efficient computational stations. 

Electrical Engineers may also choose to work 
at the device level, developing a better solar 

cell, laser or electronic device. ES 52, a required 
course, gives entry-level students an idea of 

the excitement and enabling power of 
playing with electronic devices

Because it exists within 
Harvard’s liberal arts environment, 
the concentration provides both 
the breadth and depth of study 

needed to excel in this and other 
exciting integrative areas 

of engineering

Students gain 
experience in the engineering 
design process, which is a 
unique engineering activity 

that requires creative synthesis 
and analysis to fulfill specified 

needs. Concentrators have a 
substantial choice in 

crafting their programs

The S.B. program emphasizes a solid background in 
applied science and mathematical analysis -- with ample 
opportunities to apply these fundamentals to real-world 

issues and learn about state-of-the-art technologies 
(robotics, etc.) -- through a selection of core electrical 
engineering courses. Students also have flexibility in 

determining their specialization through several 
elective engineering classes

seas.harvard.edu/programs/electrical-engineering

School: Engineeringand Applied Sciences

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...within the S.B. Electrical Engineering 
concentration, you have a lot of freedom as to 

what electives you take. Therefore I could decide 
to concentrate in S.B. EE and still take many 

computer science courses, which is something 
I am interested in.

“

”
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ngineering plays a critical role in enhancing social progress 
and improving our quality of life, and rapid and efficient 
access to new innovations is necessary to tackle myriad 
challenges. The Engineering Sciences program educates 

future leaders with the technical background necessary to develop 
and critically evaluate the next wave of engineering innovations, 
to apply these innovations to important local and global problems, 
and to make informed decisions about them in a societal context.  

Because the Engineering Sciences concentration exists with-
in Harvard’s liberal arts environment, it provides students 
with both the breadth and depth of study necessary to ex-
cel in integrative areas of engineering. The curriculum em-
phasizes a solid background in applied science and math-
ematical analysis, with ample opportunities to apply these 
fundamentals to real-world issues and learn about state-of-the-art technologies. Students gain experience in the engineering 
design process, which is a unique engineering activity that requires creative synthesis and analysis to fulfill specified needs.

Harvard offers two degrees in Engineering Sciences: the Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) and the ABET-accredited Bachelor of Science (S.B.). 
The A.B. program requires 14-16 four-credit courses and the S.B. program requires 20 four-credit courses. The Engineering Sciences 
A.B. program has tracks in five engineering areas: biomedical sciences and engineering; electrical and computer engineering; engineer-
ing physics; environmental science and engineering; or mechanical and material science and engineering. Students in the Engineer-
ing Sciences S.B. concentration typically specialize in one of two tracks: bioengineering or environmental science and engineering. 

Students in the bioengineering tracks of the A.B. or S.B. programs apply fundamental principles of biology, chemistry, phys-
ics, and mathematics to analyze and design novel biological systems.  Bioengineering naturally has applications in health-
care, but can also incorporate energy and sustainability.  The A.B. track offers students more flexibility to explore interests 
in biology and chemistry, while the S.B. track provides more engineering fundamentals, including design. The goals of the 
A.B. in Engineering Sciences on the biomedical sciences and engineering track and the A.B. in Biomedical Engineering, 
are similar, but the former contains more engineering courses, while the latter contains more biology and chemistry courses. 

Students in the environmental science & engineering tracks of the A.B. or S.B. programs study the fundamental processes and tech-
nologies underlying environmental systems. Students apply these principles to develop solutions to complex environmental prob-
lems and to mitigate human impact on the environment. The A.B. track offers students the opportunity to study complementary dis-
ciplines from other natural and social sciences, while the S.B. track provides a broader basis in engineering fundamentals and design.

Students interested in learning more about the other engineering areas should refer directly to the Biomedical Engineering 
(A.B.), Electrical Engineering (S.B.), or Mechanical Engineering (S.B.) concentrations, which are also listed in this handbook.

Concentrators in Engineering Sciences learn how to think 
critically and develop innovative solutions to a variety 
of problems, and students can use these skills to address a 
wide range of real-world issues. Past students have attend-
ed graduate school at leading universities in areas rang ing 
from engineering to law to business to medicine, while others 
have entered the workforce right after graduation with posi-
tions at leading consulting, engineering, and business firms.

Engineering Sciences
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall 110
29 Oxford St. 

617-495-2833

E
The Engineering Sciences 
program educates future leaders 
with the technical background 
necessary to develop and criti-
cally evaluate the next wave of 
engineering innovations, to apply 
these innovations to important 
local and global problems, and 
to make informed decisions about 
them in a societal context.

“

”

Engineering Alumni
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...the Engineering concentration has an 
integral community aspect. It seems like a 

somewhat small concentration, which allows for 
close bonding with other students, which is such 
an important part of the engineering field, since 

so much of it is team based. ”

“
Suggested gateway courses
• Engineering Sciences 6 (Introduction to Environ-

mental Science & Engineering), spring
• Engineering Sciences 50 (Introduction to       

Electrical Engineering), fall
• Engineering Sciences 51 (Computer-Aided     

Machine Design), fall and spring
• Engineering Sciences 52 (The Joy of Electronics 

– Part 1), fall and spring
• Engineering Sciences 53 (Quantitative          

Physiology as a Basis for Bioengineering), fall

Students in the engineering concentrations, including Bio-
medical Engineering (A.B.), Electrical Engineering (S.B.), 
Engineering Sciences (A.B. & S.B., all tracks), and Mechan-
ical Engineering (S.B.), have a concentration advising team 
that consists of an Assistant Director for Undergraduate Stud-
ies, a Director of Undergraduate Studies, and an individual 
faculty advisor. In general, the ADUS is the first line of com-
munication for concentration related questions and forms (in-
cluding signing study cards), and students should plan to meet 
regularly with both their ADUS and faculty advisor to dis-
cuss their plan of study, academic interests, and career goals.  
Currently enrolled College students outside of engineering, 
including pre-concentrators, are encouraged to contact any 
of the Assistant Directors for Undergraduate Studies who are 
prepared to discuss all of the engineering options in SEAS.

Todd Zickler
Director of Undergraduate 
Studies
zickler@seas.harvard.edu
617-495-4390

Sujata Bhatia
Assistant Director for 
Undergraduate 
Studies in Biomedical 
Engineering 
sbhatia@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-2840

Christopher Lombardo
Assistant Director for 
Undergraduate 
Studies in Engineering 
Sciences
lombardo@seas.harvard.edu 
617-496-5185

Program offers 
rigorous preparation for a 

diverse range of careers in industry, 
education, and government

Students are strongly 
encouraged to complete their 
basic math and science (e.g. 

physics, chemistry, etc.) 
requirements by the end 
of their sophomore year

Concentrators can 
study abroad 

(generally requires 
planning starting in 

freshman year)

Students actively 
engage with hands-on 

learning through 
coursework and 

independent research

A.B. and S.B. programs 
share many course requirements, 

and there is some flexibility in moving 
between them during the first two yearsAll S.B. students 

complete an engineering 
design project during 

their senior year in which 
they develop and prototype 

a new technology

Concentrators can also 
apply their knowledge to 
projects outside of the 

classroom

Concentration is broad-based and multidisciplinary

Courses with laboratory 
components provide 

experience using state-of-
the-art technologies

http://www.seas.harvard.edu/programs/engineering-sciences

School: Engineeringand Applied Sciences

Did You  Know?

Advising
Questions?

Explore At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Patrick Ulrich
Assistant Director for 
Undergraduate 
Studies in Environmental 
Science & Engineering
pulrich@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-0542

Kathy Lovell
Undergraduate Program 
Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-1524
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e like books,” explains Professor Stephen Burt. 
“We also like collections of letters and man-
uscripts and recitations of poems and stage 
plays. We even like tweets and sometimes films 

and videos. We study all of those things in their contexts. We 
study what goes on inside them, and we look at the people who 
made and continue to make them.” The undergraduate program 
introduces students to the full breadth of imaginative literature 
written in the English language from the eighth century to its 
more recent dispersal around the globe. Whether engaged with 
literary giants such as Chaucer, Shakespeare, Dickinson, Keats, 
and Woolf or in exploration of less famous authors, students in the English program have a rare opportunity to combine 
aesthetic pleasure, intellectual stimulation, and ethical deliberation in their plan of study. Concentrators explore the discipline 
by way of our three Common Ground classes, in addition to seminars, tutorials, workshops, lecture courses.

Graduates of the English program regularly move into reward-
ing careers in law, advertising, marketing, consulting, finance, 
real estate, journalism, education, medicine and many others. 
A moment’s reflection confirms the central need for sustained, 
critical, interpretive reading in many professions. Interpretive 
skill is often life’s critical navigational tool, and we teach 
it. It’s no wonder that law schools and medical schools love 
English graduates. Visit our website and check out the “Why 
English?” section for alumni spotlights and career figures.

Suggested gateway courses

Students who wish to explore English may want to try 
a 100-level English course, particularly those which 
are organized around a theme instead of a single-
author or survey course. Students who want to get 
started on completing requirements can take Common 
Ground courses (English 40-69), which are reserved 
for English concentrators and prospective concentra-
tors. Even GenEd courses offered by English De-
partment faculty will count as English concentration 
electives!

The English Department is committed to providing high qual-
ity advising to undergraduate concentrators, prospective con-
centrators, and any Harvard student interested in the study of 
English literature. The Undergraduate Program Office assigns 
each sophomore, junior, and senior concentrator to a facul-
ty advisor, with whom they meet to discuss course options 
and program tracks, and get their study card signed. All con-
centrators are encouraged to visit other members of the En-
glish faculty during scheduled office hours. The staff of the 
Undergraduate Program is always available during regular 
business hours to discuss specific questions regarding the pro-
gram. Each house has a dedicated English peer advisor; we’ll 
be happy to put you in contact with a current English con-
centrator to get your questions answered, student-to-student. 

English
Who We  ARE

Barker Center, 1st floor
12 Quincy St.

617-495-2533

“W

Advising Explore

English Alumni

...students in the English prgram 
have a rare opportunity to com-
bine aesthetic pleasure, intellec-
tual stimulation, and ethical de-
liberation in their plan of study.

“

”
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...since the English department is relatively 
small, the amount of individual attention and 

guidance is incredible. English degrees are useful 
for any kind of future career, with the English 

concentration fostering skills in critical thinking, 
speaking, and presenting one’s views.”

“

...English will allow me to strengthen my 
writing skills as I explore various authors and 
poets and will help me widen my perspectives 

before going into a strictly science-based, 
medical career.”

“

James Engell
Director of Undergraduate Studies
jengell@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5055

Lauren Bimmler* 
Undergraduate Program Administrator
lbimmler@fas.harvard.edu  
617-495-4252

Henry Vega Ortiz
Undergraduate Program Assistant/ 
Secondary Field Coordinator
henryvegaortiz@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-8443

 *Study abroad credit contact 

English offers a unique, non-thesis honors option. 
Concentrators who decide to pursue an honors degree have the option 

to write a critical or creative senior thesis, or enjoy a non-thesis 
program that incorporates additional small seminars

The department 
offers creative 

writing workshops 
in fiction, 

nonfiction, poetry, 
screenwriting, 

and playwriting. 
The classes 

are open to all 
undergraduates by 

application. Creative 
writing courses 

count for English 
concentration credit, 

and English 
concentrators may 

pursue (by application) 
a creative thesis 

in the senior year

We match every 
concentrator to a 

faculty advisor

The Department offers a 
collegial and supportive environment that is 

both social and intellectual. We strive to create a 
community for our concentrators, both inside and 

outside the classroom. Faculty, staff, and 
students regularly gather at departmental 

events, big and small, throughout the 
academic year

English is the crossroads of the humanities. 
English has always been a great and successful 

university inter-discipline, taking on a remarkable 
mix of formal analysis, ethics, anthropology, 
politics, philosophy, theology, literary history, 

language study, and textual study 
(among other disciplines)

English is a flexible 
concentration well 
suited for students 
fulfilling pre-med 

requirements. Curious? 
We’re happy to 

connect you with a 
current pre-med 

English concentrator

The English Department 
encourages students to study 
abroad. Our students travel 

the world and fulfill 
concentration requirements 

in a variety of ways during 
their study abroad experiences

Did You  Know?

english.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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he concentration in Environmental Science and Public Policy (ESPP) is designed to provide a multidisciplinary in-
troduction to current challenges and issues of the environment. It is founded on the premise that the ability to form 
rational judgments concerning many of the complex challenges involving the environment that confront today’s 
society requires both an understanding of the underlying scientific and technical issues and an appreciation for the 

relevant economic, political, legal, historical, and ethical dimensions.  All students have to satisfy a core of requirements 
in the physical, biological, and social sciences and mathematics. In consultation with their concentration advisor, stu-
dents also develop an individual plan of study for a series of advanced courses around a particular field of specialization.  
Through their field of specialization, students develop expertise in a particular field of study relating to the environment.

In the junior year, students take one or more seminars to complement their field of specialization.  The seminars are envisaged as 
a central integrating component of the concentration. The seminars cover a number of current environmental issues, comprehen-
sively and in depth. They are taught by faculty from a number of departments in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and from several 
of the professional schools, including the Kennedy School of Government, the School of Public Health, and the Graduate School 
of Design. Topics covered change from year to year, but have included policy issues relating to environmental health, ecology 
and land use, renewable energy, conservation and biodiversity, and environmental crises, climate change and population flight.

In the senior year, students undertake a capstone project in which they conduct an in-depth examination of a particular envi-
ronmental issue consistent with their field of specialization, applying skills and knowledge gained in their courses and tutorial 
experiences.  For students wishing to be considered for honors, the capstone project consists of a two-four-credit course se-
nior thesis, while for non-honors students the typical requirement is a one-four-credit course senior term-paper or equivalent.

Our concentrators appreciate the variety and flexibility of course requirements and their close interactions with fac-
ulty. Concentrators also enjoy being in the field, and we offer opportunities for concentrators to conduct work in 
the field in both course and group settings. We also support independent student research under faculty guidance. 

The concentration is overseen by a Committee on Degrees functioning as a Board of Tutors including representatives 
from several other FAS Departments and from other Schools as appropriate to ensure the requisite breadth of the pro-
gram. The Faculty serve as concentration advisors and as thesis advisors, and are valuable resource for concentrators. 

Our alumni have followed a variety of career paths. Many of our 
graduates have pursued graduate/professional school in busi-
ness, law, medicine, public policy, urban planning, and PhD pro-
grams in the natural and social sciences. A number of graduates 
obtain jobs in consulting or pursue non-profit work; others se-
cure fellowships in the year immediately following graduation.  

For further information, please see our Alumni profile page:  
espp.fas.harvard.edu

Concentrators are assigned individual faculty advisors.   As-
signments are based on the student’s interests and their 
current intended field of specialization.   For many stu-
dents, their interests and planned field of specialization 
will evolve over time.  We view this evolution as an inte-
gral part of the ESPP advising process.  If desired, students 
may be subsequently re-assigned to an advisor more appro-
priate for the student’s developing field of specialization.

Students are expected to meet individually with their advisor 
at least once each term to discuss their plan of study and their 
resulting course selections, research opportunities, and other 
academic matters.  However, students are encouraged to meet 
with their advisors more often throughout the year as their 
interests and desired field of specialization develops. The ad-
visor’s signature on study cards is required. Students may also 
seek advice from any member of the ESPP Board of Tutors.

Environmental Science 
& Public Policy (ESPP)
Who We  ARE

Harvard University Center 
for the Environment
24 Oxford St, 3rd floor 

617-496-6995

ESPP Alumni

T

Advising Our concentrators appreciate the 
variety and flexibility of course 
requirements and their close 
interactions with faculty.

“

”
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Suggested gateway courses
• ESPP 11: Sustainable Development
• EPS 22: The Fluid Earth; Oceans, Atmosphere, 

Climate and Environment
• SPU 25: Energy and Climate for the 21st Century
• SPU 29: The Climate-Energy Challenge
• SPU 31: Energy Resources and the Environment
• SLS 22: Human Influence on Life in the Sea
• SLS 25: Trees, Forests and Global Change

Additionally, students are encouraged to take math 
and chemistry in their first year.

...it’s a pretty viable subject for a variety 
of activities, including the natural sciences 

and subjects like greentech. It’s also a smaller 
concentration that has recently changed its 
requirements to allow more independence in 
choosing a focus field and to facilitate the 

ability to get a secondary as well.”

“

Please contact us with questions or to arrange an 
appointment to discuss our programs.  We 
encourage students to reach out to us early to 
discuss course selection and scheduling.  

Paul Moorcroft* 
Head Tutor 
paul_moorcroft@harvard.edu
617-496-6995

Lorraine Maffeo* 
Undergraduate Program Administrator
maffeo@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-6995
 
 *Study abroad credit contact 

Wide range of career options

Many options for 
supervised independent 

student research projects

January field trip 
for concentrators

Faculty Board 
represents several FAS 

Departments and Schools; 
HKS, GSD, SEAS and HBS

Create & develop your 
field of specialization 
with faculty guidance

Interdisciplinary program

Flexible 
course 

requirements

Junior seminars with 
low faculty-student ratio

espp.fas.harvard.edu
Division: Science

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?Explore

...this is a very Flexible Concentration with 
many post graduate opportunities. Also the 

public policy aspect is more about how the public 
is affected by the environment and less about 

governmental aspects of environment. 

“

”
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olklore and Mythology is a liberal education in and of 
itself. The program encourages the study of any given 
society through its language and culture, offering an 
array of choices for drawing on a variety of disciplines 

in the humanities and social sciences. To focus on the folk-
lore and mythology of a society (at local, regional, as well 
as national levels) is to understand how that group or society 
defines itself through epics, music, folktales, legends, dramas, 
dance, rituals, “beliefs,” proverbs, customs, law codes, festi-
val celebrations, “wisdom literature,” and many other forms 
of expressive culture.  To study the folklore and mythology 
of any group is to discover how that group identifies itself 
in relation to others. Concentrators conduct independent re-
search on the material, oral, written, or performed forms of 
folklore and mythology in a variety of cultures, among them 
African, North and South American, Celtic, Chinese, English, 
German, Greek, Indian, Japanese, Scandinavian, and Slavic.

Folklore and Mythology alumni have gone on to do most ev-
erything any other graduate of Harvard College has, includ-
ing medical school, law school, graduate school, publishing, 
journalism, arts management, even investment banking. In 
fact, one year in the not too distant past, four students grad-
uated with degrees in Folklore and Mythology: one, whose 
special field was in Medieval Folk Medicine, went on to med-
ical school; another, whose special field was Celtic Studies, 
went on to law school; a third, whose special field was En-
glish poetry, went on to graduate school, pursuing both a PhD 
in English and an MFA in creative writing; and finally, the 
fourth, who combined her interest in Folklore and Mytholo-
gy with Visual and Environmental Studies, went on to make 
documentary films, and then to graduate school in Psychol-
ogy. Another recent graduate, whose special field was Ani-
mation, worked at Dreamworks for several years, and now 
is in Stanford Business School. Given Folklore and Mythol-
ogy’s emphasis on creative and critical thinking as well as 
cultural analysis, students are prepared for many post-grad-
uate opportunities. Please see our website for a more de-
tailed picture of Life after Harvard with a degree in F&M!

Concentrators work with individual faculty advisors.  
They design their special field within the concentration in 
close collaboration with the Head Tutor or a faculty mem-
ber of the Committee on Degrees in Folklore and Mythol-
ogy.   Study cards are typically signed by the Head Tutor. 

...Folk & Myth allows a lot of creative 
freedom for the process of narrowing an area 

of study. It appears to be a more interdisciplinary, 
cultural method of study.”

“

...instead of a senior thesis, it would be 
possible for me to do a final project 

in which I relate it to photography (another 
strong interest of mine). I also learned how 

easy it is to concentrate in Folklore and Mythology 
while also getting a secondary in another field, 

as I had planned to do the reverse. ”

“

...the concentration seems really 
interdisciplinary, which is ideal since 

I’m unsure of what I want to study.”
“

Folklore & Mythology
Who We  ARE

Warren House
11 Prescott St.

617-495-4788

F

Advising

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

F&M Alumni

To study the folklore and 
mythology of any group is to 
discover how that group 
identifies itself in relation to others.

“

”
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Suggested gateway courses

Culture and Belief 16 (fall). Performance, Tradition 
and Cultural Studies: An Introduction to Folklore and 
Mythology. There are also often Freshman Seminars 
and General Education classes that can introduce 
students in the first year to the study of Folklore and 
Mythology (consult the departmental website for a 
full listing of these courses).

Stephen Mitchell
Chair
samitch@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4788

Holly Hutchison
Department Administrator
hhutchis@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4788

The Committee on Degrees in Folklore and Mythology 
includes faculty from Anthropology, Celtic Languages and 

Literature, Classics, German and Scandinavian, English, 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Religion, 

History, Comparative Literature, and South Asian Studies

In all cases, faculty members with expertise in students’ areas of 
interest advise them on their special field course selection and often teach them in 
the one-on-one junior tutorial. The student/faculty ratio is particularly favorable 

and students receive close attention from all F&M faculty members

Students design their own special field within 
the concentration in close collaboration with the Head 
Tutor or an F&M faculty member. For example, a student 
interested in ethnomusicology at its intersection with 

Folklore and Mythology would work with a faculty advisor 
from the music department to select a subset of courses in 

music to take in conjunction with the required F&M courses, 
and to integrate these two areas of interest in junior and 
senior tutorials, culminating in a senior thesis or project

Each year, students are 
invited to participate in the 

annual Folklore and Mythology 
symposium, dedicated to a particular 
topic, where they are introduced to 
leading scholars in the field as well 

as returning F&M alumni

Students are invited to F&M special 
events that revolve around lectures or 

performances, as well as other social 
occasions, where they meet and interact 
with Harvard faculty, visiting scholars 

and fellow F&M concentrators

Widener Library houses the 
internationally renowned Milman Parry 

Collection of Oral Literature. We invite our 
concentrators to make our suite of offices in 
Warren House their home away from home, 

to sit in our library to study with coffee or 
tea when tutorials are not in session

Other students may design a special field that draws 
courses from several departments, but which are related 
by theme; several students in the past have focused, for 
instance, on medieval studies, taking courses in History, 

Classics, and Comparative Literature

Did You  Know?

folkmyth.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?

Explore
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ur program invites you to explore the languages, lit-
eratures, societies and cultures of the German-speak-
ing and Scandinavian regions of Europe: Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein; and Denmark, 

Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. We offer language courses in 
German and Swedish as well as tutorials in Danish, Dutch, Nor-
wegian, Icelandic, and Old Norse, all of which provide a gate-
way to an exciting exploration of the tremendous impact these 
cultures have had on the development of Western civilization 
– from the Vikings to the present day. Consider the impact of 
figures such as Kant, Marx, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, and Freud 
on the development of modern thought; of literary giants such 
as Goethe and Kafka, Ibsen and Strindberg; of the fairytale 
worlds of Hans Christian Anderson and the Grimm brothers; of 
the current blockbuster crime fiction of Stieg Larsson; of Ber-
lin as a modern film metropolis and as a center of innovative 
new art and architecture; and of Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, and 
Schubert in the classical music tradition. Our highly personal-
ized concentration and secondary field options enable students 
to combine language study with fields such as film, drama, 
comparative literature, philosophy, art history, architecture, 
history, music, and folklore. Students can choose either Ger-
man Studies or Scandinavian Studies, or they may choose to 
combine their studies in a joint concentration with another field.

Graduates of our program have been successful in fields 
as diverse as medicine, law, environmental technology 
and policy, government, investment banking, internation-
al consulting and marketing, and education, both in the 
United States and abroad. Former concentrators have also 
worked in art galleries and museums, opera houses, pub-
lishing houses and journalism, fashion and design, or have 
undertaken a graduate degree in German or many other 
fields in the humanities. Many pursue further study or ca-
reers in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, or Scandinavia.

Suggested gateway courses
Freshmen are encouraged to take languages courses in 
the department at the appropriate level as determined 
by the Harvard Placement test or their SAT II test. We 
offer both regular and intensive language courses at 
the beginning and intermediate level as well as a third-
year language sequence in German. 

We offer further opportunities for language study 
through the Harvard Summer School: Intensive inter-
mediate German in Munich, Germany, and advanced 
German in Vienna, Austria.

Gateway courses to get you interested:
• Humanities 10a.. The Humanities Colloquium: 

Essential Works 1 (Prof. Racha Kirakosian) – Fall 
2015

• Freshman Seminar. Life, Desire, and Thought: An 
Introduction to German Literature and Philosophy 
(Prof. John Hamilton) – Fall 2015

• Hum 11b. Frameworks in the Humanities: The Art 
of Listening (Profs. John Hamilton and Alexander 
Rehding) – Spring 2015

• Scandinavian 55. One Hundred Years of Scandina-
vian Cinema (Dr. Agnes Broomé) - Spring 2016

Other suggested courses that fulfill the GenEd re-
quirement (taught in English):
• German 146 (formerly Ethical Reasoning 26). 

The Ethics of Atheism: Marx, Nietzsche, Freud 
(Prof. Peter Burgard)_ -Spring 2016

• Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding 57: 
American Dreams from Scarface to Easy Rider 
(Prof. Eric Rentschler) – Spring 2016

Students are advised by the Director of Undergraduate Stud-
ies, who also signs study cards.

Germanic Languages & 
Literatures (GLL)
Who We  ARE

365 Barker Center
12 Quincy St.

617-495-2339
germanic@fas.harvard.edu

O

GLL Alumni

Advising

Explore
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...the department has a wonderful 
sense of community. ”“

Nicole Sütterlin
Director of Undergraduate Studies, German
nsuetterlin@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4924

Steve Mitchell
Director of Undergraduate Studies
Professor of Scandinavian and Folklore
samitch@fas.harvard.edu 
617-495-3513

Ruth Sondermann
Work Abroad Program Director 
wkabrd@fas.harvard.edu

Melissa Carden
Department Administrator
carden@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-2347

 *Study abroad credit contact 

A highly personalized 
course of study includes 
the opportunity to work 

closely with our professors, 
whose guidance begins with 

the very first language 
course through the writing 
of a senior thesis, and often 

lasts beyond graduation

Even if you are not a concentrator, 
we welcome all students and faculty to 
join in our many social occasions: our 
German Club and Scandinavian Society 

have hundreds of members, who get 
together frequently for “Stammtisch” 

at the Queen’s Head Pub, relaxing 
afternoon coffee hours or Scandinavian 
“fika”, film nights, as well as Scandinavian 
performance events, the annual German 

play production and musical events

Our department 
and classes 
are small

We have a student-run Journal of Germanic Studies, 
Simplicissimus, featuring poetry, essays, and short stories by 

Harvard College students about German, Dutch, Yiddish, 
Norwegian, Swedish and Icelandic topics

Faculty members help 
students carve a course of study 

that best suits their interests, often 
encouraging students to explore courses 

in related fields (such as history, 
government, philosophy, linguistics, 

music, and art history)

We strongly encourage 
students to participate in one of 

our exciting work- and study-abroad 
programs in Germany, Austria, 

Switzerland, Sweden, Denmark, and Norway

Did You  Know?

german.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

There are many 
opportunities and 

funding sources for 
study and research 

abroad.

Questions?

...there are a variety of students from a 
variety of language backgrounds who choose to 
concentrate in German, even those who had no 

experience prior to coming to Harvard!

...Germanic Languages and Literatures is 
a concentration that is well suited to be 

incorporated with studies of music and art, which 
would work well with my interest in music.

“

“
”

”
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f all the social sciences, political science has perhaps the least definite boundaries and the most adventurous bor-
der crossers.  Because it concerns itself with power in all of its many forms and consequences, political science 
covers many different subjects.  These include the philosophy and  ethics of exercising power and the history of 
political ideas (political theory); the operation and distinctiveness of politics in the United States (American poli-

tics); the diversity of political regimes, institutions, and behaviors in the contemporary world and the significance of these 
divergences (comparative politics); the interaction among international actors, the causes of war and peace, and the roots 
of global poverty and prosperity (international relations).  Political scientists work in and across these disciplinary subfields 
using a large and varied tool kit: qualitative methods such as historical and archival research, fieldwork, interviews, and 
textual analysis; and various quantitative methods such as statistical analysis, formal modeling, and experiments.  Some de-
partments of political science specialize in a particular subfield or methodology.  The Harvard Government Department, how-
ever, prides itself on its comprehensiveness, diversity, and vibrant pluralism and has strength in all areas of the discipline.  

The department understands that undergraduates concentrate in Government for many reasons: some with scholarly in-
tent, some with a passion for policy, some with an eye to a political career, and many just wishing to know more about 
this inescapable human concern.  Nevertheless, we have common goals for all concentrators.  First, we aim to make all 
students aware and critical of their first opinions (since human beings are at their most opinionated in politics).  Govern-
ment students learn to analyze, argue, and persuade: out loud and on paper. This begins in sophomore tutorial, which is 
focused on debates over democracy. Second, we try to assure that concentrators grasp the main approaches and top-
ics in the discipline of political science by requiring a “literacy” course in political science methods and at least one 
course in every subfield.  Finally, we offer each student the possibility of satisfying his or her particular intellectual bent 
and curiosity through a cluster of electives and a required seminar.  You have the freedom to choose your particular path 
through the Government curriculum, but we work closely with you to assure your choices are thoughtful and informed.

Common paths for Government concentrators are into the 
fields of law, government, business, education, media, med-
icine (including public health and health policy), academia, 
and non-profits/NGOs.  

To read some profiles of our alumni, go to:
gov.harvard.edu/undergraduate-program/help-im-about-
graduate 

Suggested gateway courses
• Gov 10, Foundations of Political Thought 

(spring)
• Gov 20, Foundations of Comparative Politics 

(fall)
• Gov 30, American Government:  A New         

Perspective (fall)
• Gov 40, International Conflict and Cooperation  

in the Modern World (spring)
• Gov 50, Introduction to Political Science         

Research  Methods (fall)

When students declare as sophomores, the Teaching Fellow 
for their sophomore tutorial (Gov 97) serves as their advisor.  
In their junior and senior years, students work with the desig-
nated Government residential tutor in their House. (In a few 
Houses, this person is a non-resident affiliate.) Students are also 
always welcome to meet with staff in the Government office.

Government
CGIS Knafel Building
1737 Cambridge St.

617-495-2148

Who We  ARE
O

Advising
Gov Alumni

Explore
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...smaller classes are readily available in 
junior and senior year, and that government has 
a far greater diversity of studies than I initially 

thought. Since Gov is one of the largest 
concentrations at Harvard, I will always have 
plenty of peers to go to for insight and advice.”

“

...I could do a joint concentration with 
another concentration that interests me, such 
as Sociology. I also learned that I do not have 

to take prerequisites for this concentration, 
and can focus on what interests me most.”

“

Cheryl Welch* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
cwelch@gov.harvard.edu

George Soroka
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
soroka@fas.harvard.edu

Karen Kaletka
Undergraduate Program Coordinator (Secondary 
Field Contact)
kbkaletka@gov.harvard.edu        
617-496-8528

Tricia Vio* 
Student Services Staff Assistant
tvio@gov.harvard.edu
617-495-3249

 *Study abroad credit contact 

In our seminar program, 
 students work closely with 

faculty members. Although we 
are a large department, we make 

an extra effort to make our 
concentrators feel welcome

We have a house-based 
advising system with an assigned 
concentration advisor for each 
House.  Our Undergraduate Of-
fice is also open from 9 to 5 for 

drop-in advising and we sponsor 
a number of events for informal 

interaction with faculty

We offer course 
credit for acting as 

research assistants for 
faculty projects

Government concentrators 
have access to some of the 

foremost experts in the field 
of political science

Approximately 30-40% of all 
concentrators choose to write 

an honors thesis each year

The undergraduate 
Government concentration is not a 

part of the Harvard Kennedy School, 
although we do have a list 
of pre-approved courses at 

HKS that count for Government 
elective credit

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Sciencesgov.harvard.edu

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...the government concentration strives to go 
beyond the traditional subsets of political science 

and offers classes in areas such as quantitative 
methods and political economics.

...government is very flexible in working with 
students and helping them in reaching ways to 

design a great course path. I learned a lot about 
joint concentrations, and how Gov works very 
well with concentrations such as economics 
and sociology, which are concentrations that 

I am interested in.

“

“

”

”
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istory is more than just the study of the past; it exam-
ines how societies, people, and nature actually func-
tioned in the past and in turn, how that context affects 
the present. Our faculty’s courses enable students to 

encounter the unfamiliar and to approach it with empathy and 
analytical understanding. We teach our concentrators to ap-
preciate change over time, contingency, complexity, and di-
versity of perspectives; to analyze sources closely, to research 
deeply, to write clearly, and to speak with confidence. Our De-
partment teaches tomorrow’s leaders why yesterday matters.  

Historians study politics and government; diplomacy and 
international relations; science and technology; finance and 
economics; religion and philosophy; literature and arts; cul-
tural and social changes and exchanges; archaeology, anthro-
pology, evolutionary psychology, and genetics.  Interdiscipli-
narity is native to historical practice. Our students familiarize 
themselves with the methods and theoretical assumptions of 
other disciplines, even while learning how these methods and 
theories are just as much products of history as the questions 
they were developed to address. The in-depth study of histo-
ry — with its emphasis on rigorous analysis, research, and 
writing — prepares students exceptionally well for navigating 
the data-rich, networked, globalized world in which they live.

History makes all your interests more interesting. 
And, to be honest, who wouldn’t relish the chance to 
spend their college years reading really great books 
and thinking about the issues that intrigue them most?

Just as history is everything, so too you can do anything with 
history. Our alumni have gone on to a wide range of careers 
from magic to medicine, from brewing beer to business, from 
the military to the media. History teaches you to examine is-
sues critically and creatively, grasp details while seeing the big 
picture, and think boldly but flexibly enough to change your 
opinions when change is warranted. These skills are valued 
and actively sought after in countless fields. In a typical year, 
about 25% of our graduating concentrators move on to law 
school, around 25% enroll in business school, and approxi-
mately 10% move on to academic careers. The remaining 40% 
are spread across the public and private sectors and across 
the globe, with teaching, consulting, journalism, and careers 
in government and the non-profit sector well represented. 
Thanks to close interactions with faculty who can recommend 
them with first-hand experience, our concentrators typically 
do very well in securing offers of jobs and further education. 

Suggested gateway courses

General Education Courses Fall 2015
• History 1300:  Western Intellectual History:   

Greco-Roman Antiquity (Fulfills Ethical Reason-
ing)

• History 1513:  History of Modern Latin America 
(Fulfills Societies of the World)

• CB 50:  The European Postwar:  Literature, Film, 
Politics

• ER 40:  History of Human Rights
• SW 12: China
• SW 14, The British Empire
• SW 41:  Medieval Europe
• SW 42:  The World Wars in Global Context, 

1905-1950
• US 38:  Forced to be Free:  Americans as         

Occupiers and Nation-Builders

General Education Courses Spring 2016
• 1035, Byzantine Civilization (Fulfills Societies  

of the World)
• History 1301:  Western Intellectual History 

II:  The Prehistory of Modern Thought (Fulfills   
Culture and Belief)

• ER 12:  Political Justice and Political Trials
• SW 13:  Japan in Asia and the World
• SW 49:  The Worlds of Business in Modern 

China
• US 19:  American Food:  A Global History
• US 41, Power and Protest: The United States in 

the World of the 1960’s

The History department offers extensive advising support to 
students.  For an overview of faculty, staff, and peer advising 
roles in the department, and of the many advising resources 
that are available to you, go to:

history.fas.harvard.edu

History
Robinson Hall
35 Quincy St.

617-495-2157
history@fas.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE
H

Advising

Explore

History Alumni
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...that a History concentration is perfect for 
someone with many academic interests. You 

can study many subjects -- science, government, 
economics, folklore -- under the umbrella of 

history. By concentrating in History I can study 
everything I love without having to sacrifice 

other areas of academia.”

“

Ann Blair
Director of Undergraduate Studies
amblair@harvard.edu
617-495-0752

Laura Johnson
Staff Assistant
lmjohns@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-2157

Elizabeth More*
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
more@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-9147

 *Study abroad credit contact 

History is one 
of the most flexible and 

all-encompassing 
concentrations at Harvard.  

You can study any time 
period, any place 

in the world

Concentrators can join the editorial 
board of Tempus: The Harvard Col-
lege History Review, the History 

Department’s undergraduate journal

The Department 
believes that undergraduates 

form the center of our 
community at Harvard The Undergraduate 

Office runs a dedicated 
advising program; each 

House has a History 
House Advisor

Concentrators 
in History gain 

unparalleled access 
to faculty through 

small class 
sizes

Students can request a 
faculty advisor upon entering 

the concentration to help them 
with planning their studies

Students do not need to 
specialize in a particular time 

period or geographical region, 
but are free to explore the areas of 

History that interest them most.  
History senior theses win a 
disproportionate number of 

Hoopes Prizes

We encourage student 
initiatives and actively support new ideas 
for projects and activities from students

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Scienceshistory.fas.harvard.edu

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...just how much you could do with a history 
concentration (alumni have gone into medicine, 
finance, law, etc.) because it really allows you to 

see things from the perspective of other people that 
are different or similar to you.

...about the breadth and incredible perspective that 
history can give me. I also learned that I can inte-
grate economics into history but that history is a 

smaller department that gives you more options to 
choose fun classes and study what you truly love.

“

“

”

”
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istory & Literature is the study of ideas in context. A rig-
orous honors concentration built on student-centered tu-
torials and individualized advising, History & Literature 
balances structure and flexibility. Designed for students 

who want to take charge of their education, History & Literature 
trains students in the study of more than one discipline, more than 
one language, more than one nation, more than one culture, and 
more than one century. Join our close-knit community of students, 
scholars, artists, and critics who want to do more with the humanities.

Harvard’s oldest concentration, History & Literature was intro-
duced to offer students a focused, interdisciplinary program of study. History & Literature concentrators take courses across the 
college in their areas of interest. The possibilities are endless, which is why we offer a robust system of academic advising to 
help you identify your priorities and ensure that your plan of study is rigorous, combining coursework in various disciplines. By 
the senior year, History & Literature concentrators are prepared to write prize-winning senior theses based on original research. 

Our alumni, who have gone on to work in fields such 
as politics, journalism, medicine, the arts, public poli-
cy, finance, law, media, business and academia, proud-
ly participate in this legacy by demonstrating through 
their success what History & Literature can do for you. 

Visit histlit.fas.harvard.edu, to browse through profiles of 
History and Literature alumni that include the courses that 
fulfilled their concentration requirements as well as informa-
tion about their amazing accomplishments since graduation!

Suggested gateway courses

• First-year students are encouraged to choose 
from among our exciting History & Literature 90 
seminars on a variety of topics, texts and events.

• Explore courses in related fields such as History, 
English, Comparative Literature, Near Eastern 
Studies, German, Slavic, Romance Languages, 
etc. that may be counted toward the concentra-
tion. 

• Continue studying a language or start learning a 
new one to develop the reading knowledge that 
enables research in your target language. 

• Visit us in Barker 122 and speak with a faculty 
advisor during office hours every  Mon-Thurs 10-
12 and 2-4 in the fall and spring semesters. 

• Speak with a peer advisor to get a current stu-
dent’s perspective on the concentration. You can 
find peer advisors’ contact information on our 
website at histlit.fas.harvard.edu.

We in History & Literature take great pride in our dedication to 
teaching and advising. Each year, we match you with an advisor 
who works with you to shape your individualized plan of study.

History & Literature
Who We  ARE

Barker Center 122
12 Quincy St.

617-495-4029

H

Explore
Advising

Hist & Lit Alumni

histlit.fas.harvard.edu
Twitter @HistLit

Visit Us Online

The possibilities are endless, 
which is why we offer a robust 
system of academic advising to 
help you identify your priorties 
and ensure that your plan of study 
is rigorous, combining course-
work in various disciplines. 

“

”
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...this concentration gives concentrators vital 
communication skills that are useful in post 

college careers. Some of the panelists discussed 
their careers in finance and consulting and their 
current educational pursuits at HBS, which were 

paths that I did not realize were possible 
with a humanities concentration.”

“

...in Hist and Lit, unlike in pure History, you 
select a field of study that corresponds to a 

specific global region. I also learned that there is 
much overlap in advising between the History and 

History and Literature department that greatly 
facilitates thesis writing. I like how each curricu-

lum allows the student to tailor his study to the era 
or location that interests him or her the most.”

“

...studying Hist & Lit doesn’t restrict you 
at all, and that being able to write and think 

with a humanities perspective is valuable 
in fields like medicine and business.”

“

Lauren Kaminsky
Director of Studies
kaminsky@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-1901

Jennifer Brady* 
Assistant Director of Studies
jenniferbrady@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3448

Rachel Gillett
Assistant Director of Studies
rachelgillett@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3448   

Michael  D’Alessandro
Assistant Director of Studies
mdalessandro@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3448   

*Study abroad credit contact 

Hist & Lit’s field structure 
provides the intellectual 

scaffolding to ensure that your 
individualized plan of study has 

breadth and depth. Each field 
is designed to be transnational 

and comparative

Hist & Lit tutorials invite students to 
direct their own plans of study. Sophomore 
tutorial is a small seminar of 4-7 students 

taught by two tutors.  Junior tutorial allows 
groups of 2-3 students to collaborate on 

a syllabus with their tutor.. Senior tutorial 
is one-on-one support throughout the 

senior thesis process. 
Concentrators are 

encouraged to consider 
study abroad!

Regularly among 
the highest-ranked 
concentrations for 
student satisfaction

To make sure you have ample time to explore new interests, Hist & Lit concentrators 
do not declare a field until the end of sophomore year.

Did You  Know?

histlit.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...the breadth of fields that you can investigate 
while taking history and literature. I also learned 

about the possibilities of double concentrating 
and study abroad while pursuing the history and 

literature concentration. This session also 
clarified for me the process of choosing a 

specific focus within history and literature.

“

”
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istory and Science is an interdisciplinary field of 
study. The program offers students a variety of 
opportunities to expand their understanding of 
the scientific enterprise and to explore in detail 

how science has developed in history and how science has 
shaped other human activities. Students are challenged to 
ask big questions about science, medicine, and technology, 
and their place in human societies across time. How do sci-
entists come to know things about the natural world? Why 
should we believe what they tell us? What are some social, 
ethical, political and religious implications of science? How 
do they affect the way people in different times and places 
live their lives?  Students focus on many topics and time pe-
riods, from Darwinism to modern biotechnology, medieval 
understandings of women’s bodies to modern computing. At 
the same time, through the tutorial program, all students are 
taught skills of advanced source analysis, independent re-
search, and academic writing which both prepares them to 
write a senior thesis, if they wish, and sets them up to suc-
ceed in a wide range of graduate programs and careers af-
ter college, from consulting to law school to medical school.  
  
By taking a combination of courses from our department and 
also outside of it, students can learn how sciences as diverse 
as theoretical physics and economics interact with other ar-
eas of culture such as literature, film, art, or government.

Many of our alumni have used their time in our concentration 
as a launching pad for further professional study, especially 
law and medical school. In fact, our Medicine and Society 
focus is an honors-eligible option designed especially for 
premedical students. Because we teach advanced research 
skills, our graduates have also been attractive candidates for 
positions in business consulting, government, and health or 
science policy. Some have also gone on to teach in programs 
like Teach for America, where their broad training in both sci-
ence and history have made them highly competitive. Finally, 
some of our alumni have so enjoyed their time in our con-
centration that they have decided to seek a Ph.D. in the field.

A 2013 survey of our alumni asked about their career paths 
since graduating, and how useful History and Science had 
been in their professional lives since college. The survey 
attracted over 500 enthusiastic responses; the highlights 
can be found on the History of Science department website.

Suggested gateway courses 
• History of Science 100. Knowing the World: 

Introduction to the History of Science (fall)
• History of Science 146v. Medical Technologies 

in Historical Perspective
• History of Science 148v. Health and Disease in 

America (spring)
• History of Science 149v. Explaining Epidemics 

(fall)
• History of Science 174. Critical Experiments in 

the Human Sciences (spring)
• History of Science 179v. The Freudian Century 

(fall)
• History of Science 180. Science, Technology and 

Society in Modern East Asia (fall)
• History of Science 181. Humans in Space: Past, 

Present, Future (fall)
• History of Science 188. Open Minds, Wired 

Worlds (spring)
• History of Science 192. The Empire Strikes 

Back: Science Fiction, Religion, and Society 
(fall)

• Culture and Belief 11. Medicine and the Body in 
East Asia and in Europe (spring)

• Culture and Belief 47. The Darwinian Revolution 
(spring)

• Culture and Belief 58. Case Studies in the Medi-
cal Humanities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
the Experience of Illness (fall)

• Freshman Seminar 41d. Sick and Tired of Being 
Sick and Tired: Health Disparities and African 
Americans (fall)

• Freshman Seminar 44t. The Atomic Bomb in 
History and Culture (fall)

The Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS), Anne Har-
rington, has overall responsibility for academic advis-
ing in the concentration. The Manager of Student Pro-
grams, Allie Belser, is the primary concentration advisor 
for all concentrators.  She also signs their study cards.

Additional advising is provided by the faculty who lead 
History and Science sophomore, junior, and senior tuto-
rials. Freshmen considering History and Science should 
contact the Manager of Student Programs or the DUS.

History & Science
371 Science Center
1 Oxford St.

Who We  ARE Explore
H

Advising

Hist & Sci Alumni
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...History and Science is the perfect 
concentration for me--a student with a love 
for the humanities and a passion for science 

and premedical studies.”
“ Anne Harrington

Director of Undergraduate Studies    
aharring@fas.harvard.edu                
617-496-5234

Alice Belser* 
Manager of Student Programs
Concentration Advisor/Secondary Fields Contact
ajbelser@fas.harvard.edu                   
617-495-3742

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Attending medical 
school, and would like a 
concentration that allows 

you to count many of 
your premed science 

requirements, while making 
it possible for you to take 
classes and do advanced 

research in the history of 
medicine, medical 
anthropology, and 

health policy

Doing significant work 
in some area of science (taught 
in the College) in combination 
with study of the historical 

emergence of science

Publishing your 
own work in the only 

undergraduate history 
of science journal in 

the country Excellent teaching 
and abundant 

opportunities for 
interaction with 

faculty

Studying abroad 
and receiving 

concentration 
credit

Big Questions – 
the existence of God, the nature 
of free will, the roots of human 

morality, and more – and would like to 
understand the ways in which science 

has shaped or is shaping the 
ways in which we think 

about them

The ways in which science is affected by (and in 
turn affects) important issues in politics, industry 
and policy, whether climate change, the teaching 
of evolution in the public schools, the patenting of 

genes and new forms of life, and more

Being a person who is equally literate in 
the world of science and the world of 
the humanities and the social sciences

History and Science may be a good choice for you 
if you are interested in...

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Sciencesfas.harvard.edu/~hsdept

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...students may draw from a variety of topics 
that interest them while maintaining an in-depth 
understanding of the science and history topics. 

...it is very interdisciplinary and many premeds 
take it like me. It is a good way to know the 

why of what I am learning in my science classes. 
The department is rather small and 

close knit and flexible.

”

”

“

“
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he History of Art and Architecture concentration 
offers training in the historical interpretation and 
critical analysis of the visual arts and architec-
ture. It develops the skills of visual discrimination 

and verbal expression fundamental to art historical anal-
ysis. Art history is a multifaceted discipline embracing 
many different methods, perspectives and interests. Train-
ing in the critical analysis of art seeks to clarify the per-
ception — and understanding — of how artworks relate to 
the techniques and materials used in their making, and to 
the environment in which they are seen. It also fosters the 
ability to make and explain judgments of quality and value. 

Instruction in critical analysis is aided by the department’s 
partnership with one of the world’s greatest teaching muse-
ums, comprising the Fogg, Busch-Reisinger, and Sackler 
Museums. This offers students a unique opportunity of first-
hand study of original works of art in many media. General-
ly, course work offers coverage of the history of art, while a 
sequence of small-group tutorials develop critical skills. For 
students with a special interest in architecture, the concentra-
tion offers courses on architectural history and urban plan-
ning. Requirements for all concentrators provide exposure to 
a variety of areas within art history, as well as allow for the 
selection of a major field focus from among the following: 
African, Ancient (Egypt, Ancient Near East, Greece, Rome), 
Architecture, Baroque and Rococo, Byzantine, Chinese, Jap-
anese, South Asian, Islamic, Latin American/Pre-Columbi-
an, Medieval, Modern and Contemporary, and Renaissance.

What does one do after undergraduate study in History of 
Art and Architecture? Well, most anything, really: many of 
our students go on to graduate study in History of Art and 
Architecture and careers in Academia or in Museums – we 
have many alumni on faculty at universities across the coun-
try, and curators and conservators at museums around the 
world; many others go on to graduate study in the practice 
of Architecture, becoming architects, landscape architects, or 
urban planners. Many have gone into a wide variety of career 
directions – equipped with skills in visual, textual, and histor-
ical analysis which are particularly applicable to career pur-
suits in a modern world which is a far more visually-oriented 
society than the text-based society of the twentieth century.

Alumni of History of Art and Architecture hold positions 
in advertising, media, design, the arts (filmmaking, music 
production, drama, dance), and the fashion industry. Many 
go into finance – we have many bankers and consultants in 
our alumni ranks, along with professionals in marketing, 
merchandising, and brand development. Several have pur-
sued medicine and completed the pre-med track alongside 
their concentration in History of Art and Architecture. They 
made particularly striking candidates to Medical Schools’ 
admissions boards. Many have gone on to Law School and 
are practicing attorneys. Others hold positions in govern-
ment, from the State Department and Department of Trans-
portation to the Israeli Knesset. We also have creative and 
striking individualists: journalists, caterers, actresses, yoga 
instructors, children’s book writers, cookbook writers, blog-
gers, professional athletes, hoteliers, and a ship-broker 
– we are in touch with many of these former students, and 
may perhaps be able to offer a bridge of communication to 
those students wishing to talk with “someone in the field.”

In short, like many other concentrations in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences at Harvard and elsewhere, study of History of 
Art and Architecture need not necessarily be directed toward 
a specific vocational or professional end. History of Art and 
Architecture offers concentrators the opportunity to pursue 
the study of things and questions about which they are excited 
and to develop skills useful in many walks of life and careers.

The advantageous student/faculty ratio in HAA allows for 
enhanced engagement of students with faculty both inside 
and outside the classroom, a frequent means of informal 
advising.  Additional advising in the concentration is pro-
vided by the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) and 
the Undergraduate Coordinator, who also sign study cards.

History of Art & 
Architecture (HAA)
Who We  ARE

Sackler Museum
485 Broadway St.

617-495-2377

T
HAA Alumni

Advising

Training in the critical analysis of art 
seeks to clarify the perception — and 
understanding — of how artworks 
relate to the techniques and materials 
used in their making, and to the 
environment in which they are seen. 

“

”
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Suggested gateway courses
• History of Art and Architecture classes 1   

through 89
• Freshman Seminars on History of Art and        

Architecture
• General Education Courses offered by History   

of Art and Architecture Faculty

...HAA concentrators are now all 
over the world and go on to graduate school 
and a variety of careers. The concentration 

includes a lot of travel. It is a small and 
close-knit department. ”

“

Joseph Koerner* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
koerner@fas.harvard.edu    
617-496-1056  

Thomas Batchelder* 
Undergraduate Coordinator 
Secondary Fields Contact
tbatchel@fas.harvard.edu
617-265-2310

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Sophomore Excursion: 
clusters of faculty and students 

together study the art and 
architecture of sites through travel to 
Turkey, Spain, Japan, Peru, and Italy 

after a semester of preparatory 
reading and discussion

The Harvard Art Museums 
and Museum of Fine Arts, 

Boston, among other 
university and local 

collections are integrated 
into classroom instruction, 
as well as student research, 

writing, exhibition and 
sometimes publication

Strong sense of 
community among 

students and faculty

Concentration has 
a relatively new 

Architecture Studies 
track

Advantageous student/
faculty ratio

Established tradition 
of faculty-student collaborative 

projects in research on 
collections and exhibition 

curation

The Department is 
among the largest in 

the United States

Did You  Know?

haa.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Explore

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...there is a specific architecture track, which 
is what I would be interested in, and students 

have the opportunity to take classes at the GSD.

...there is an extensive range of different topics/
artists/art forms that I can research and study 
and how there are classes specific to different 

time periods that I can take!

“

“
”

”
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uman Developmental and Regenerative Biology is 
a life science concentration that educates students 
on how human beings develop from a fertilized 
egg, are maintained and repaired throughout adult-

hood, and age till life’s end. Students will be given a broad 
education in modern life sciences by studying important 
biological principles within the specific rubric of the de-
veloping and regenerating body. By adding an explicit and 
heavy emphasis on hands-on research opportunities in all 
four undergraduate years, HDRB will engage students with 
an interest in research and take advantage of Harvard’s spe-
cial strengths as a teaching college and research university.

To the extent that “translational” or “applied” research focus-
es on the application of discoveries made in model systems to 
humans, the HDRB concentration will embrace the opposite 
approach. Its emphasis will be on rigorous basic science with 
a focus on what the study of humans reveals about funda-
mental biology and, reciprocally, what a greater understand-
ing of biology teaches us about ourselves. We believe that a 
fundamental understanding of how the human organism de-
velops and maintains itself requires foundational knowledge 
in life sciences, chemistry, and physical sciences, which are 
in turn dependent on a fundamental knowledge of mathemat-
ics. The requirements for the concentration reflect this view.

HDRB is governed by the Department of Stem Cell and Re-
generative Biology. The framework of the concentration takes 
advantage of faculty strength in both the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, and Harvard Medical School.  HDRB concentra-
tors will focus on human biology with significant empha-
sis on hands-on research. The curriculum provides a range 
of courses that will benefit students interested in medicine 
and biomedical research, as well as other fields in which a 
comprehensive understanding of human biology is needed.

The Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology con-
centration graduated its first class in 2012.  Most alumni 
pursue graduate studies in medicine or the biological sci-
ences. Some have also entered private industry to work in 
biotech. However, the critical thinking and analytical skills 
stressed and honed by the HDRB curriculum can be trans-
lated to a variety of careers, such as business/consulting, 
public health/policy, education, and intellectual property law.

Suggested gateway courses

First year
• Life Sciences 1a or Life and Physical Sciences A; 

fall (according to placement)
• Math (according to preparation and placement 

scores).
• Life Sciences 1b; spring
• Physical Sciences 1; spring.  Students with an 

exceptionally strong chemistry background may 
instead begin with organic chemistry and may 
take either the Chem 17/27 sequence or the Chem 
20/30 sequence.

Second year, first term
• Students ordinarily enroll in Human Develop-

mental and Regenerative Biology, Stem Cell and 
Regenerative Biology 10; fall.

• Organic chemistry (Chemistry 17). Students with 
an exceptionally strong chemistry background 
who took Chemistry 20 in the spring of their first 
year typically enroll in Stem Cell and Regener-
ative Biology 10 and Chemistry 30 in their third 
semester.

• To fulfill molecular biology requirements for 
HDRB, students must take one of the following 
courses: MCB 52 (fall term), MCB 60 (fall term), 
or SCRB 20 (spring term). As a result, some stu-
dents will also enroll in Molecular and Cellular 
Biology 52 or Molecular and Cellular Biology 
60. Students are encouraged to speak to Dr. Bill 
Anderson, the HDRB advisor, prior to enrolling 
in any combination of SCRB 10, Chemistry 17, 
MCB 52/MCB 60 concurrently.

Primary advising in the concentration is provided by the 
Associate Director of Education (Bill Anderson), who also 
signs study cards.

Human Developmental &    
Regenerative Biology (HDRB)
Who We  ARE
H

Explore

Advising

HDRB Alumni
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...the ‘mindset’ of the HDRB concentration 
is a lot different than I originally believed, in 

that the concentration utilizes a more broad-scale 
method of thinking and analyzing, rather than 

simple memorization. Classes like SCRB 10 teach 
you how to think analytically.”

“

...HDRB seeks to integrate modern 
technology, like the use of stem cells, 

into biology and medicine. ”
“

Doug Melton
Co-Head Tutor    
hdrb_conc@lsdiv.harvard.edu
617-495-1812

Kevin Eggan
Co-Head Tutor
hdrb_conc@lsdiv.harvard.edu
617-496-5611

Bill Anderson*
Associate Director of Education
wanders@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-0950

Lisa Fountain*
Program Coordinator
fountain@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4106

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Students have studied a 
variety of different topics, including, 

for example, stem cell differentiation, 
organogenesis, designing drugs to target 

proteins of interest in human disease, RNA 
regulation, epigenetic control of gene 

development, and in vitro disease modeling

Some of the most exciting 
discoveries in modern biology have 

emerged from studies of development 
including the description of the 

major signaling pathways used for 
intercellular communication, the 

discovery of small regulatory RNAs, 
an understanding of how genes 

control body pattern, and 
animal cloning

All HDRB students 
spend at least one 

semester working on a 
hands-on project in a 

lab of interest

Advances in developmental 
biology have enhanced our
understanding of cell and 

molecular biology, influenced 
and defined approaches to 
regenerative medicine, and 
informed thinking about 

problems in evolution

Department offers 
opportunities to perform 
independent research in a 

faculty member’s lab

The field of 
developmental and 

regenerative biology 
encompasses one of the 

more exciting and expansive 
areas in the life sciences

lifesciences.fas.harvard.edu/hdrb

Biolabs
52 Oxford St.

617-495-4106
Division: Science

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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volutionary theory provides a powerful framework 
for investigating questions about why humans are 
the way they are. Human evolutionary biologists 
seek to understand how evolutionary forces have 

shaped our anatomy, our biology, and our patterns of behav-
ior. Examples of questions in which we are interested include:

• Are humans adapted to eating cooked food?
• Why do human males invest in their offspring?
• How are humans different from non-human primates?
• What are the genetic bases for these uniquely human traits?
• When, where, how and why did Homo sapiens evolve?
• What is the role of hormones in behavior and development?

Human Evolutionary Biology (HEB) provides a general 
foundation in human and organismic biology as part of the 
life sciences cluster of concentrations. Students interested 
in addressing questions about human and non-human pri-
mate cognition from the perspective of human evolutionary 
biology may pursue a special program of study affiliated 
with the University-wide Mind/Brain/Behavior Initiative.

We encourage our students to get involved in research in HEB, 
and we offer many small, advanced courses for students to 
work intensively with members of the faculty. Opportunities 
vary from primarily lab-based research — such as in behav-
ioral endocrinology, dental histology, evolutionary genetics, 
phylogenetics, anatomy, or primate and human nutrition — to 
field-based work — such as studying indigenous peoples in 
South America or primates in East Africa. Our faculty works 
closely with undergraduates on research projects of all kinds, 
for senior theses, research seminars and tutorial classes.

Many of our graduates have commented that one of the ad-
vantages of an undergraduate education in HEB is the di-
verse and powerful skill set that they developed in the con-
centration. The skills that HEB students learn, and that are 
valued and considered most useful in almost any career, 
include critical thinking, scientific writing and research, 
the ability to critically evaluate original scientific literature, 
and small group communication, to name a few. Students 
also say they greatly appreciate learning to think about the 
human condition from an evolutionary perspective — this 
gives them the tools to think more deeply about the causes 
of some of the problems that humans face and the kinds of 
solutions that might be most effective and practical given 
our history. In short, a degree in HEB does not prepare you 
for any field specifically, but rather gives you the opportu-
nity to develop valuable “transferable” skills, on which you 
can build, that will allow you to succeed in almost any field.

Most of our graduates go on to work in the fields of medicine or 
public health (many attending medical school), while a minori-
ty pursue PhD programs in graduate school in the life sciences.
Others enter consulting, business, or teaching, but grad-
uates can be found following a broad range of pursuits.

Suggested gateway courses
• Freshman seminars taught by HEB faculty   

members
• SLS 16, Human Evolution and the Human Body 

(spring)
• HEB 1290 Cultural Evolution (fall)
• HEB 1330 Primate Social Behavior (spring)
• Life Sciences 2, Evolutionary Physiology and 

Anatomy (fall)

REQUIRED COURSES
• Life Sciences 1a, An Integrated Introduction 

to the Life Sciences:  Chemistry, Molecular 
Biology, or Cell Biology or LPSA, Foundational 
Chemistry and Biology (fall)

• Life Sciences 1b, An Integrated Introduction 
to the Life Sciences:  Genetics, Genomics, and 
Evolution (spring)

• HEB 97, Sophomore tutorial in Human Evolu-
tionary Biology (spring)

The Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies, Carol 
Hooven,  and the Associate Concentration Advisor, Brenda 
Frazier advise students and sign study cards.

Human Evolutionary            
Biology (HEB)
Who We  ARE

Peabody Museum, 5th floor
11 Divinity Ave.

Explore

Advising

HEB Alumni
E
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...HEB is a ‘big picture’ concentration, 
since it deals with the idea of evolution, so most 

of the questions explored in the courses are ‘why’ 
questions about what makes us human and how we 

became who we are today. It is less focused 
on “how” questions such as ones that deal 
with how specific processes and pathways 

within the body work. ”

“
David Pilbeam
Head Tutor
pilbeam@fas.harvard.edu   
617-495-4736

Carole Hooven* 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
hooven@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-3809

Brenda Frazier
Associate Concentration Advisor
bfrazier@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5703

James Poolner
Program Coordinator
jp@mcb.harvard.edu
617-495-3399

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Our research and teaching is constantly informed 
and illuminated by an evolutionary approach. Because we are 

interested in humans from a comparative perspective you should also 
expect to learn something about nonhuman 

species, especially our close 
relatives the apes

Research in HEB incorporates 
multiple disciplinary approaches 

(genetics, functional anatomy and 
physiology, paleontology, human and 

primate behavior) in answering 
questions about human health and 

our place in nature, and how and why 
we came to be who we are today

Research 
opportunities are 
readily availableOur department has a 

feeling of warmth and intimacy. 
Your advisors will get to know 
you well, and you are always 

welcome to drop by 
their offices.

We focus on the 
cultural and ecological aspects 
of human behavior as well as 

on the genetic, anatomical, and 
physiological

Our evolutionary 
perspective enables us to answer 

not only the “how” questions of human 
biology (i.e., exactly how is the head 
stabilized during running?), but the 

“why” (i.e., why do humans walk upright 
when closely related primates 

walk on all fours?)

heb.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Questions?
At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...the types of courses HEB concentrators take and 
the ideology behind HEB. HEB takes a big picture, 

interdisciplinary approach to biology. ”
“



88

volution is the strand that ties together all of bi-
ology: from the adaptive specifics of a membrane 
pore to grand events in the history of life, such as 
the Cambrian Explosion, when, 540 million years 

ago, life went in a single bound from simple to complex. 
But adaptive evolution is a response to the demands of the 
environment, whether this is the environment within a cell 
or an ecological community of interacting organisms. In-
tegrative Biology (IB) therefore is inherently inter-disci-
plinary, encompassing mathematical and computational biol-
ogy, functional and genetic approaches to morphology and 
development, as well as genetics, evolution, and ecology. 

IB students are often pre-med, pre-vet or planning on go-
ing on to graduate school in some area of biology (rang-
ing from ecology to molecular biology). Because Public 
Health is, to some extent, about human ecology, many IB 
pre-meds are particularly interested in public/global health. 
Many go to work in environmental organizations. Many, 
too, go into business, consulting, banking, or the Law.

Suggested gateway courses
First year
• Life Sciences 1a or Life and Physical Sciences 

A (fall)
• Life Sciences 1b (spring)

Second year, first term
• OEB 10 (fall), the survey course required of con-

centrators (this course serves as a prerequisite for 
the department’s more advanced courses)

Other ways to explore
• Contact us if you’re interested in joining IB’s 

Undergraduate Group (OEBug), which organiz-
es (and funds) IB-related activities. It’s a great 
way to become a part of the IB undergraduate 
community

• Come talk to us if you’re interested in kicking off 
a research career in IB

Concentrators are assigned individual faculty advisors. General 
advising in the concentration is also provided by the Assistant 
Head Tutor,  Andrew Berry.  The IB concentration is administered 
by the Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology.

Integrative Biology (IB)
Who We  ARE

Biolabs 1082b
16 Divinity Ave.

IB Alumni

E

Advising

Explore
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...Integrative Biology is a very flexible 
concentration that allows you to mix and match 
different kinds of investigation in biology into a 

concentration that best suits your interests. I like 
that I could choose to either delve deeply into a 

specific ‘track,’ or choose a little bit of everything 
from dinosaurs to proteins all through the 

lens of evolution. ”

“

... IB seems like, by far, the most attractive 
concentration for me in the life sciences. It seems 

flexible, interesting, and I think it has a liberal 
arts spirit to it that I really appreciate.”

“

... about the different types of 
classes offered by the department and, namely, 

about the range of classes you can take. 
In addition to the general requirements, I 

would have to take 4 classes in the hard sciences 
or applied math, which fits in perfectly with my 

schedule since I’m pre-med, and it would 
complement my schedule nicely in 

addition to being very flexible. ”

“

Gonzalo Giribet
Head Tutor 
ggiribet@g.harvard.edu
617-495-1473

Andrew Berry* 
Assistant Head Tutor, Concentration Advisor
Secondary Field Contact
berry@oeb.harvard.edu
617-495-0684

James Poolner 
Coordinator of Undergraduate Programs
jp@mcb.harvard.edu
617-495-3399

*Study abroad credit contact 

Relatively small 
concentration (with about 

40 students per year) but the 
faculty is relatively large. This means 

that courses tend to be small and 
there are plenty of opportunities to 

get to know and/or work 
with faculty.

IB offers students opportunities
to spend time in the field.  Several 

courses, for example, include Spring 
Break trips to tropical envionments 

such as the coral reefs of Panama or 
the rain forests of Costa Rica

Encourages students to study abroad and 
will work with students to help maximize useful 

academic credit derived from study abroad

Students can do 
thesis research in 

non-Integrative Biology labs 
(such as at Harvard Medical School)

In addition to 
Harvard-wide research funds 

such as PRISE and HCRP, 
Integrative Biology also offers 

Integrative Biology-specific 
research funds, administered, 

for example, by the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology (MCZ)

lifesciences.fas.harvard.edu/ib

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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inguists are no different from any other people 
who spend more than nineteen hours a day ponder-
ing the complexities of grammar and its relation-
ship to practically everything else in order to prove 

that language is so inordinately complicated that it is impossi-
ble in principle for people to talk.” (Ronald W. Langacker 1973)

Linguists are engaged in the study of language structure, which is the 
ultimate interdisciplinary enterprise. Linguistic theory attempts to 
model a complex domain of human knowledge that is also central 
to philosophy of mind and to cognitive psychology. The linguistic 
models that theoretical linguists construct are formal in character and rely on computational and mathematical methodologies. As 
such, linguistics has a mutually beneficial relationship with computer science and the study of artificial intelligence. An individual 
language is a cultural artifact, and so the reconstruction of an extinct language can shed light on the physical surroundings and the so-
cial institutions of its speakers, while the study of a living understudied language leads to the understanding of material culture, folk-
lore, and society of a new community. That makes linguistics a topic of interest to anthropologists, sociologists, and archaeologists.

Students who gravitate to linguistics are necessarily interested in language, but that means different things for differ-
ent people. Linguists are not necessarily polyglots. Many are intrigued by formal systems and the prospect of modeling 
complex behavior; others are interested in the relationship of natural languages to other symbolic systems; still others are 
drawn into the formal study of language by the similarities and differences they have noticed among individual languages.

Undergraduate training in linguistics at Harvard is second 
to none, as evidenced by the fact that each year graduating 
concentrators enter the most competitive graduate programs 
in the country. However, the majority of graduating seniors 
do not pursue academic careers. Instead, concentrators in 
linguistics become consultants, earn professional degrees in 
medicine and law, and pursue careers in industry. A growing 
trend for graduating seniors is to work in the field of auto-
mated speech technology at companies such as Google Inc. 

Suggested gateway courses

• Linguistics 83: Language, Structure, and Cogni-
tion (Spring 2016)

• Linguistics 101: Introduction to Linguistics (Fall 
2015)

• Linguistics 160/Psychology 1605: Psychology of 
Language (Spring 2016)

• Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning 11: Mak-
ing Sense:  Language Logic, and Interpretation 
(Spring 2016)

Primary advising in the concentration is provided by the Head Tu-
tor (Kevin Ryan, kevinryan@fas.harvard.edu) who also signs 
all study cards.  Students may seek out additional advising from 
members of the faculty who work on topics of shared interest.

Linguistics
Who We  ARE

Boylston Hall, 3rd floor

617-495-4054
lingdept@fas.harvard.edu

Advising

“L

Linguistics Alumni

Explore

Linguistic theory attempts to 
model a complex domain of 
human knowledge that is also 
central to philosophy of mind 
and to cognitive psychology.

“

”
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...the Linguistics department is a close 
community where the department can afford to 
spend individual time with students and that the 
concentration is well-suited to interdisciplinary 

study in a variety of fields (e.g., computer 
science, literature). ”

“

Kevin Ryan
Head Tutor
kevinryan@fas.harvard.edu
317 Boylston Hall, 617-495-8107

Dorothy Ahn
Assistant Head Tutor
dorothyahn@g.harvard.edu

Cheryl Murphy
Department Administrator
clmurphy@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-4006

Linguistics is not just for
students with an extensive 

background in foreign languages.  
Linguistics and language learning 
are completely separate pursuits. 

People who are “good at 
languages” are not always 

good at linguistics, and 
vice versa

Students receive 
individual attention and are able to work 
independently with experts in the field. 

Many conduct original research

As Boston is a major 
center of linguistic 

research, students are 
often exposed to 

developing research 
in area departments and 
laboratories as well as 

main workshops 
and conferences 

in the field
Linguistics is the 
study of human 

language

Because there are few 
areas of study that do not 

overlap with language in some 
way, many students pursue 

joint concentrators in fields as 
different as computer science, 

mathematics, philosophy, 
classics, and music

Linguists ask the following 
sorts of questions:  What is 

language? How is it organized 
in the brain? How is it processed? 

How is it learned? 
How and why do languages 

change over time?

Our department offers 
exposure to many fields of linguistic 

study with particular emphasis in three 
domains: linguistic theory, language and 

cognition (in collaboration with the 
Mind/Brain/Behavior Initiative at 

Harvard), and historical linguistics

Did You  Know?

linguistics.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?
At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...concentrators have many other interests and pursue a 
variety of careers after concentrating in Linguistics.

“ ”
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athematics is the science of order, and mathema-
ticians seek to identify instances of order and to 
formulate and understand concepts that enable 
us to perceive order in complicated situations.  

Perhaps the most important concept of mathematics is that 
of function, which provides us with the means to study de-
pendence and change. The study of real functions of a real 
variable (and later complex functions), particularly in 
connection with the limit concept, is called analysis. The 
most effective tool for this study is the infinitesimal calcu-
lus that analyzes the relation between functions and their 
derivatives. The study of number systems and their gen-
eralizations is called algebra. Here the primary concepts 
are group, ring, field, and module. The last great branch of 
mathematics is geometry, which now goes far beyond the 
classical study of the space we live in to include spaces of 
high dimension and topology, the abstract theory of shape.  

Pure mathematics is concerned with these concepts and their in-
terrelationships, while applied mathematics considers the rela-
tion of mathematical concepts to problems arising in other dis-
ciplines. Applied mathematics is not a single subject; rather it is 
almost as many different subjects as there are other disciplines.  
(But it would be a mistake to think that applied mathematics 
is organized in terms of the disciplines to which it is applied.)

The concentration in Mathematics is designed to acquaint 
the student with the most important general concepts un-
derlying the three branches of modern mathematics. Con-
centration in mathematics will provide an adequate ba-
sis for further study in either pure or applied mathematics.

A concentration in mathematics provides a valuable background 
for many different careers.  About half of our seniors go on to 
graduate school, either in mathematics or in nearby fields.  Oth-
ers pursue professional training in law, business, or medicine, 
or go on to work in any number of areas, from finance to the arts.

Suggested gateway courses

First year (potential concentrators should enroll in a 
math course at the appropriate level)

• Mathematics 21a, Multivariable Calculus and 
Mathematics 21b, Linear Algebra and Differen-
tial Equations (fall and spring)

• Mathematics 23a and 23b, Linear Algebra and 
Real Analysis I and II (fall and spring)

• Mathematics 25a and 25b, Honors Linear Alge-
bra and Real Analysis I and II (fall and spring)

• Mathematics 55a, Honors Abstract Algebra and 
Mathematics 55b, Honors Real and Complex 
Analysis (fall and spring)

The department assigns all students a faculty member as their 
concentration advisor. If you prefer to change your assign-
ment, please talk to Cindy Jimenez in room 334 (cindy@math, 
tel. 495-9116). Your advisor can help you plan your course-
work, and will sign your study card. How much contact you 
have with your advisor and how helpful he or she is will de-
pend almost entirely on your initiative. Feel welcome to drop 
by during his or her office hours or during our 4 pm teas (see 
below), or to invite your advisor to lunch in Annenberg or 
at your House, courtesy of Harvard (just ask the checker in 
the dining hall for the form). Your advisor can help you plan 
your courses, choose a thesis topic, serve as a thesis advisor, 
learn about mathematical research, and apply to grad school.

Mathematics
Who We  ARE

Science Center, 3rd floor
1 Oxford St.

617-495-2171

M

Advising

Math Alumni

Explore
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...there is a lot of freedom in the pure math 
concentration and that my desire to pursue a full 
and diverse liberal arts education could easily 

correspond with the math concentration. 
Particularly, they embraced my interest in VES.”

“
Jacob Lurie* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
lurie@math.harvard.edu
617-495-9493

Cindy Jimenez
Undergraduate Program Coordinator
cindy@math.harvard.edu
617-495-9116

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Concentrators and all 
those interested in math are 

encouraged to make use of the facilities 
provided by the department’s excellent 
common room, which hosts many events 
throughout the year, including regular 

department lunches

The Department 
welcomes students with 

all levels of previous 
experience in math

The requirements are designed to allow 
considerable freedom in designing a plan 

of study, recognizing courses both in 
mathematics and in related fieldsMathematics is a 

medium-sized concentration in which 
undergraduates have good opportunities to 

interact with faculty, graduate 
students, and other undergraduates Each concentrator 

is assigned an individual 
faculty advisor

Math is hard but beautiful.”“

math.harvard.edu

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Questions?

...Mathematics can be a very rewarding 
field because it constitutes a real contribution to 

human knowledge that cannot be undone. 
Furthermore I found that the study of mathematics 

is really quite flexible, allowing students to 
pursue whatever interest they have in the field 

without many strict requirements. ...Math is an engaging concentration that does 
not require some sort of innate ability exclusive 
to a select few; on the contrary, it develops your 

mathematical ability to rival that of those 
with "innate abilities".

”

“

“

”

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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echanical engineering is a discipline of engineering that uses the 
principles of physics and materials science for the analysis and 
design of mechanical and thermal systems. Mechanical engineer-
ing is critical to the success of many human enterprises - it plays 

a central role in the generation and distribution of energy, transportation, 
manufacturing, and infrastructure development. Nearly every product or ser-
vice in modern life has been touched in some way by a mechanical engineer. 

The concentration in Mechanical Engineering is structured for 
a diversity of educational and professional objectives. For stu-
dents who are planning to work as practicing engineers or who 
may be preparing for careers in business, education, government, 
or law; and for those whose career objectives may be less spe-
cific, the concentration provides an ideal framework for a well-rounded technical and scientific education.

Because it exists within Harvard’s liberal arts environment, the Mechanical Engineering concentration provides students with 
both the breadth and depth of study needed to excel in this area of engineering. The curriculum emphasizes a solid background
in the applied sciences and mathematical analysis, with ample opportunities to apply these fundamentals to real-world 
issues and learn about state-of-the-art technologies. Students also gain experience in the engineering design pro-
cess, which is a unique engineering activity that requires creative synthesis and analysis to fulfill specified needs.

Harvard’s degree in Mechanical Engineering is a Bachelor of Science (S.B.) degree that consists of 20 four-credit courses. As this 
pro- gram was new in the fall of 2012, it will be reviewed for ABET-accreditation during the next review in 2015. Students inter-
ested in the mechanical engineering area at the Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) level should refer to the mechanical and materials science 
track of the Engineering Sciences concentration. Additionally, 
students interested in learning more about the other engineer-
ing areas should refer to the Biomedical Engineering (A.B.), 
Engineering Sciences (A.B. or S.B.), or Electrical Engineer- 
ing (S.B.) concentrations, which are listed in this handbook. Concentrators in engineering sciences learn how to think 

critically and develop innovative solutions to a variety 
of problems, and students can use these skills to address a 
wide range of real-world issues. Past students have attend-
ed graduate school at leading universities in areas ranging 
from engineering to law to business to medicine, while others 
have entered the workforce right after graduation with posi-
tions at leading consulting, engineering, and business firms.

Suggested gateway courses

• Engineering Sciences 51 (Computer-Aided Ma-
chine Design), fall and spring

• Engineering Sciences 52 (The Joy of Electronics 
– Part 1), fall and spring

Students in the engineering concentrations, including Biomed-
ical Engineering (A.B.), Electrical Engineering (S.B.), Engi-
neering Sciences (A.B. & S.B., all tracks), and Mechanical 
Engineering (S.B.), have a concentration advising team that 
consists of an Assistant Director for Undergraduate Studies, a 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, and an individual faculty 
advisor. In general, the ADUS is the first line of communica-
tion for concentration-related questions and forms (including 
signing study cards), and students should plan to meet reg-
ularly with both their ADUS and faculty advisor to discuss 
their plan of study, academic interests, and career goals. Cur-
rently enrolled College students outside of engineering, in-
cluding pre-concentrators, are encouraged to contact any of 
the Assistant Directors for Undergraduate Studies who are 
prepared to discuss all of the engineering options in SEAS.

Mechanical Engineering
Who We  ARE

Pierce Hall 110 
29 Oxford St.

617-495-2833

M

Advising

ME Alumni

Explore
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       ...pursuing a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering will give me a broad foundation and 

a good background that will prepare me for a 
variety of different fields or subspecialties in 

engineering after I graduate.”

“

Joost Vlassak
Director of Undergraduate Studies
vlassak@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-0424

Christopher Lombardo
Assistant Director for Undergraduate Studies   
in Engineering Sciences
lombardo@seas.harvard.edu 
617-496-5185
 

Kathy Lovell
Undergraduate Program Administrator
klovell@seas.harvard.edu
617-496-1524

The program offers 
rigorous preparation for a 
diverse range of careers in 

industry, education, and 
government

Students planning to 
pursue the SB degree are strongly 

encouraged to complete their basic 
math and science (e.g. physics, 

chemistry, etc.) requirements by 
the end of their sophomore year

Students actively 
engage with hands-on learning 

through coursework and 
independent research

A.B. and S.B. programs 
share many course requirements, 
and there is some flexibility in 
moving between them during the 

first two years

All S.B. students 
complete an engineering design 
project during their senior year 

in which they develop and prototype 
a new technology

Concentrators can also 
apply their knowledge to 
projects outside of the 

classroom

Concentration is 
broad-based and 
multidisciplinary

Courses with laboratory 
components provide 

experience using state-of-the-
art technologies

seas.harvard.edu/programs/mechanical-engineering

School: Engineeringand Applied Sciences

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...the practical differences between the 
SB and AB and that I can still get a 

secondary with an SB.

“
”
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he Molecular and Cellular Biology (MCB) concen-
tration emphasizes the intersection of modern re-
search in cellular biology with medicine and society. 
It is rooted in the investigation of biological process-

es based on the study of molecules and their interactions in 
the context of cells and tissues, and in understanding how 
the vast information context of the genome orchestrates 
the behavior of the cell.  MCB is therefore ideally suited 
for students who wish to study molecular and cellular pro-
cesses at the heart of both normal physiology and disease.

MCB graduates often go on to careers in medicine and/or re-
search. Others pursue careers and/or further training in a variety 
of other fields, including public health, science policy, law and 
intellectual property, business, education, and science writing. 
The Board of Tutors in Biochemical Sciences, which runs the 
MCB tutorial program, recruits some tutors from fields out-
side of academia. Those tutors are excellent resources for stu-
dents contemplating a career outside of research or medicine.  

The Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies (ADUS, 
Martin Samuels) meets with concentrators and precon-
centrators to discuss course choices, research opportu-
nities, and career planning. The ADUS also signs study 
cards. In addition, each concentrator is matched with a 
mentor from the Board of Tutors in Biochemical Sciences. 

(For more information, go to 
tinyurl.com/MCB-tutorial-board.)

Suggested gateway courses

First semester
• LS 1a. Life Sciences 1a. An Integrated Introduc-

tion to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular 
Biology, and Cell Biology (fall) or LPSA. Life 
and Physical Sciences A. Foundational Chemis-
try and Biology (fall)

• Math (according to math placement*)

Second semester
• LS 1b. Life Sciences 1b. An Integrated Introduc-

tion to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, 
and Evolution (spring)

• Physical Sciences I or Physical Sciences II 
(spring)

Third semester
• MCB 60. Cellular Biology and Molecular Medi-

cine (fall)Chem 17. 
• Organic Chemistry (fall)

Fourth semester - Any of the following courses:
• MCB 64. The Cell Biology of Human Life in the 

World (spring)
• MCB 65. (Formerly MCB 56) Physical Biochem-

istry: Understanding Macromolecular Machines 
(spring)

• MCB 68. Cell Biology Through the Microscope 
(spring

• Concentration Elective

For a more complete listing, lifesciences.fas.harvard.
edu/ files/lifesci/files/mcb_preconcentrator_course_
sequences.pdf

Molecular & Cellular          
Biology (MCB)
Who We  ARE

Fairchild 95
7 Divinity Avenue

617- 495-4106

T

Advising
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…there are many different ways I
could study genetics within this concentration.

I also learned about the restructuring of the MCB
concentration and that there are many ways to 

look at MCB within the concentration.”

“

...it is in line with my interest. I really want 
to understand the DNA’s mysteries and functions 
and from the conversation I had, MCB offers me 

this chance. I also learned of the different research 
opportunities at my disposal in this field.”

“

Vlad Denic
Head Tutor
vdenic@mcb.harvard.edu
617-495-4106
 
Martin Samuels* 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies 
(Secondary Field Contact)
msamuels@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-1206

Lisa Fountain
Program Coordinator
lisa_fountain@harvard.edu
617-495-4106

 *Study abroad credit contact 

We consider the 
senior thesis to be the capstone 
academic experience, and the 

concentration will provide extensive 
support to seniors to make thesis 

writing an enriching 
experience

Students will have the 
opportunity to explore a wide range of 

contemporary subjects, including genomics, 
systems biology, immunology, cancer biology, the 
microbiome, global health and infectious disease, 
as well as subjects of a more applied nature, 
such as drug design, personalized medicine 

and biotechnology

MCB is intended for 
students who wish to study 

cellular processes at the heart 
of both normal physiology and 

molecular medicine

MCB integrates 
many different methodologies 
ranging from chemistry and 

genetics to computer science and 
engineering, as well as 

fundamental concepts in 
physics and mathematics

The MCB faculty is 
dedicated to supporting undergraduate 
research, and we encourage students to 

join the laboratory of an MCB faculty member 
or a laboratory in one of the affiliated Centers, 

at Harvard Medical School, the 
Harvard School of Public Health, and 

affiliated institutes

lifesciences.fas.harvard.edu/mcb

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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he concentration in Music provides an understanding of 
music in diverse cultural and historical contexts as well 
as a solid foundation in theory, analysis, composition, 
and criticism. While the Department of Music is not in 

itself a school of music with a performance department, all of 
our courses support the intellectual developments of musicians, 
and several of our courses incorporate or focus on performance.

Students begin the concentration in Music with courses in West-
ern music history and repertory, world music, and music theory. 
Students are then offered a wide range of advanced, specialized 
electives in music theory, composition, musicology, ethnomusicology, and performance-related areas that build on the founda-
tions laid in the introductory courses. Offered on a rotating basis, courses reflect the specialties of our academic faculty: eigh-
teenth-century material culture, diaspora studies and migration, opera, jazz, music and politics, early music, musical theater, 
music and media, global pop, improvisation, hip hop, musics from around the world, history of the book, film, American and 
European modernism, music and cognition, music and ecology, new music of the 21st-century, and cross-cultural composition.

Electives allow students to engage with musical questions at a deep level. In musicology and ethnomusicology, these 
courses take the form of proseminars for small groups that explore in detail selected musicological issues and direct stu-
dents toward significant independent projects. Several advanced courses in acoustic and electronic composition are giv-
en each year, along with occasional offerings in orchestration and other specific compositional topics. Advanced theory 
and analysis courses include such topics as tonal and post-tonal analysis, jazz harmony, and modal and tonal counterpoint. 
Performance-oriented courses include chamber music, historical performance practice, improvisation, and conducting.

The department welcomes joint concentrations with other departments that allow them. Joint concentrators need to ful-
fill a reduced number of course requirements, as outlined below. A senior thesis is required on a topic in which both 
fields are represented. Theses may take the form of an original composition, a senior recital, or a written project.

Harvard graduates in music are composers, performers, 
administrators, teachers, lawyers, start-up founders, phy-
sicians, and many other things.  Recent graduates work 
at Jazz at Lincoln Center, the Metropolitan Opera, the 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra, M.I.T., Haverford Col-
lege, Google, and various legal and medical institutions. 

Suggested gateway courses

Gen Ed and Introductory courses:
• (AI) Music 1: 900 Years of Listening (spring)
• (AI) Music 2: Foundations of Tonal Music I 

(spring)
• Music 4: Intro to Composition (fall)
• AI 24: First Nights (fall) 
• AI 62: California in the ‘60s (spring)

Foundations for Music Concentration:
• Music 51a and 51b: Theory (fall and spring)
• Music 97a. Music History and Repertory: Medie-

val to Baroque (fall 2016)
• Music 97b. Music History & Repertory: Classical 

to Contemporary (fall 2015)
• Music 97c. Music History and Repertory: Music 

in Cross-Cultural Perspective (spring 2016)

All students are required to confer with the Director of Un-
dergraduate Studies or the Assistant Director of Undergrad-
uate Studies at the outset of their concentration or joint con-
centration, in order to develop an overall plan for fulfillment 
of requirements. All concentrators will continue to be ad-
vised by one of these two officials at the start of each term.

Music
Who We  ARE

Music Building 
Department of Music
North Yard

617-495-2791
musicdpt@fas.harvard.edu

T

Explore
Advising

Music Alumni

The concentration in Music 
provides an understanding of 
music in diverse cultural and 
historical contexts as well as a 
solid foundation in theory, analy-
sis, composition, and criticism. 

“

”
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...the Music concentrators at Harvard form a 
small but passionate community and family where 
everybody knows everybody else. What sticks out 
most in my mind from the conversation is the idea 

Professor Kelly presented to me that music
 chooses people more than people choose music.”

“
Sindhumathi Revuluri
Director of Undergraduate Studies
revuluri@fas.harvard.edu

 *Study abroad credit contact 

An Honors Thesis may take the 
form of an original composition, 
senior recital, or written thesis.

The music concentration is highly 
individualized; required classes only 

comprise half the courseload!

Joint 
concentrations 

welcome!

Students who enter with a significant 
background in theory may bypass 

portions of the theory sequence by 
way of a placement exam at the 

beginning of the semester

Concentrators in music learn to 
appreciate, analyze, perform, and compose 
music; they are familiar with repertories 
across history and around the world. 

They learn self-discipline, analytical 
thought, collaborative strategies, 
independence, and creative action.

Elective options have included topics 
such as eighteenth-century material culture, 
diaspora studies and migration, opera, jazz, 

music and politics, early music, musical 
theater, music and media, global pop, 

improvisation, hip hop, music and cognition, 
and cross-cultural composition.

Did You  Know?

music.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...what it would be like to major or double 
major, and what people have done with 

music degrees after college! ”
“

...the requirements of the music secondary 
and dual concentration, as well as the fact that 
a senior recital can take the place of a senior 

thesis for concentrators.

“
”
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he Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civ-
ilizations introduces students to the ancient and 
modern peoples, languages, cultures, and societ-
ies of the Near and Middle East. Loosely defined as 

stretching from Morocco in the west to Iran and Afghanistan 
in the east, the region is home of the world’s great religions 
and civilizations.  Historically, the influence of its languag-
es, literatures and cultures has extended to Central, East and 
Southeast Asia, sub-saharan Africa, Europe and North Amer-
ica. Thus, the study of the Near and Middle East is an im-
portant area of academic inquiry on account of its political, 
economic and cultural significance on the international stage.   

Undergraduate concentrators develop skills in one (or more) of 
the languages and literatures of the region on their way to choos-
ing from a wide variety of directions of study. The Department 
offers instruction in a range of ancient and modern languages 
including Akkadian, Arabic, Aramaic, Armenian, Babylonian, 
Egyptian, Hebrew, Iranian, Persian, Sumerian, Turkish (Otto-
man and Modern), and Yiddish. The concentration provides 
a solid grounding in the student’s area of focus and offers an 
in-depth look at how scholars explore these languages and 
cultures that have been so influential throughout the world.

Students choose one of four specific tracks for concentration: 
The Middle East in Antiquity, Histories and Cultures of Muslim 
Societies (Islamic Studies), Jewish Studies, or Modern Middle 
Eastern Studies. All tracks have a requirement that involves 
the study of at least four terms of a language of the region.

Concentrators go on to careers in such fields as journalism, 
politics and diplomacy, business, religious affairs, and aca-
demic teaching and research.

Suggested gateway courses

Middle East in Antiquity
• [Ancient Near East 100. History of the Ancient 

Near East]
• Culture and Belief 23. From the Hebrew Bible to 

Judaism, From the Old Testament to Christianity

Jewish Studies
• Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding 29. 

Modern Jewish Literature
• Culture and Belief 27. “Among the Nations:” 

Jewish History in Pagan Christian and Muslim 
Context

Histories and Cultures of Muslim Societies         
(Islamic Studies)
• Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding 54: 

For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, 
Literature and the Arts in Muslim Cultures

• Religion 1806: The Vocabulary of Islam

Modern Middle Eastern Studies
• The Modern Middle East 100 (formerly Near 

Eastern Civilizations 100). Approaches to Middle 
Eastern Studies (required for concentration and 
secondary field)

• Islamic Civilizations 170. Islam, Modernity and 
Politics

For a more complete listing, visit: 
nelc.fas.harvard.edu/gateway-courses

Every concentrator is assigned a faculty advisor in their field 
of study who advises them on developing their plan of study, 
and who signs their study card.  Generalist advising is also 
provided by the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS; 
Khaled El-Rouayheb).

Near Eastern Languages           
& Civilizations (NELC)
Who We  ARE

Semitic Museum
Room 106
6 Divinity Ave

617-495-5757 

T

Advising

NELC Alumni

Explore
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…there are many different pathways 
-- career tracks, study abroad tracks, and class 

tracks -- through this concentration.”
“

...I can study abroad my junior year. ”“
...about the different NELC tracks 

work (Jewish Studies Track, Modern 
Middle East Track, etc).”

“

Khaled El-Rouayheb* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, 
Secondary Fields Contact
kel@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-1618

Helen Lewis* 
Student Coordinator
hlewis2@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4960

Shaye J.D. Cohen 
Department Chair
scohen@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-6422

William Granara 
Director of Modern Language Programs 
granara@fas.harvard.edu   
617-495-9065

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Students receive 
close individual attention in 

NELC.  The Director of Undergraduate Studies
assists every student in choosing among the 

different tracks, and in formulating 
their academic plan.

The department 
encourages study abroad, working 

with the Office of International Studies 
to make various study abroad programs 

(summer, semester, and year long) available 
to students, who generally pursue them 

during their junior year

Every student has 
an assigned faculty 

mentor/advisor

Students with Advanced 
Standing may apply for a 

joint A.B./A.M. degree, to be 
completed in four years

All four concentration 
tracks may include courses from other 

departments and programs in the Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences, as well as from other Harvard 

faculties, like the Divinity School, the 
Law School, and the Kennedy 

School of Government

Students have a great deal 
of freedom in designing 

their study plan

Did You  Know?

nelc.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?
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eurobiologists explore what is arguably the least un-
derstood and most important area of biology: how 
billions of electrically charged neurons create our 
rich sensory, emotional, and intellectual life (and no 

less than all animal behavior!). Neurobiology as a field is an 
amalgam of all biological approaches: genetics, chemistry, 
molecular biology, mathematics, cell/network biology, and 
cognitive science. Neurobiologists study every aspect of the 
brain: e.g., sensation, decision-making, movement, develop-
ment, degeneration, and disease. As such, when you become a 
Neurobiology student you will get broad training as a biologist 
as well as a new perspective on what it means to be a human.

Neurobiology encompasses phenomena on vastly different 
scales – from molecules to societies. The Neurobiology con-
centration allows students to choose and focus on the topics 
and approaches that they are most interested in from more 
than 30 neurobiology courses from 10 different departments.

The concentration has two tracks: 1) Neurobiology and 2) 
Mind, Brain, and Behavior (MBB). Students in the MBB 
track receive credit for approved courses that study the 
mind using different approaches (e.g., Psychology, Phi-
losophy). All MBB track students conduct independent 
research and complete a senior thesis. While research is 
optional for the Neurobiology track, to be eligible for hon-
ors, students must enroll in an independent research course 
-- Neurobiology 98r or Ls100r -- for one semester. Students 
interested in research may begin at any time, although we 
recommend that most students join a lab by junior year.

Many students assume that concentrating in Neurobiolo-
gy will lead them in only two directions – either to medi-
cal school or into research. It is not true! There are hundreds 
of career possibilities in the area of neurobiology. Why? 
The brain is necessarily involved in everything we do, and 
as a result, an understanding of neuroscience can bring an 
extremely important perspective to almost any field. More-
over, the concentration provides scientific training and strong 
analytical skills that are valuable for many different career 
paths. Our graduates commonly go on to careers in teach-
ing and education, health services, research and biotech, 
business and management, law, government and policy, 
writing and publishing, general and life science consulting, 
non-profit organization management, and the creative sector. 

Suggested gateway courses

First year
• Life Sciences 1a or Life & Physical Sciences A; 

fall
• Life Sciences 1b and/or a related fields course; 

spring. If there is a conflict, it is possible to delay 
Life Sciences 1b until sophomore year.

• Math Ma or 1a/b or Math 19a/21

Second year
• Molecular and Cellular Biology 80. Neurobiolo-

gy of Behavior (fall)
• One of the four Gateway Courses: OEB 57, MCB 

105, MCB 115, MCB 125 (typically spring)
• During the sophomore year, students may con-

sider taking one physical or computer science/
engineering science course (e.g., chemistry, phys-
ics, or CS 50) and/ or one intermediate biology 
course (LS 2; MCB 60, 63, 64, 65, or 68; SCRB 
20, SCRB 25; or OEB 53).

Primary concentration advising is provided by the Assis-
tant Director of Undergraduate Studies (ADUS), Ryan 
Draft, and the Neurobiology Advisor, Laura Magnotti.

Neurobiology
Who We  ARE

BioLabs 1082
16 Divinity Avenue

Explore

N

Advising

Neuro Alumni
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...you can be afforded as much flexibility as you 
want both inside and outside the concentration. 
I also learned that people who concentrate in 

Neurobiology are not confined to the sciences in  
post-graduate work. In fact, many go on to pursue 

careers in advertising, law, and the like.”

“

Venkatesh Murthy* 
Head Tutor
vnmurthy@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4833

Ryan Draft* 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies, 
Secondary Field Contact
draft@fas.harvard.edu                  
617-496-9908

Laura Magnotti* 
Preceptor in MCB/ Neurobiology Advisor
magnotti@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-2432

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Students can choose 
from a range of physical and 

applied science courses including 
chemistry, physics, engineering, 

math, or computer science

Study abroad encouraged: 
successful completion of 
Harvard summer abroad 

programs in Tokyo, Japan (RIKEN); 
Oxford, England; and Trento, 
Italy ordinarily count toward 

the concentration. There are special 
neurobiology summer programs 
in Bangalore, India, and Lisbon, 
Portugal. Students also study 

abroad during term-time

Numerous opportunities 
for hands-on training in research 
in a variety of different academic 

departments and hospitals

Concentrators enjoy 
small discussion-based classes 

and year-long neurobiology 
tutorials that focus on a research 

area of outstanding interest

Students must complete one
math (or applied math) course at or above 

the level of Math 1b and one additional 
Statistics or Math course (any level) to 
build a strong quantitative background 

lifesciences.fas.harvard.edu/neurobiology

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...there are many different focuses you can 
concentrate on within neurobiology, ranging 
from studying neurobiology at the cellular 

(neuron) level to the systems level.

“
”
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hilosophy is the study of fundamental questions. 

• Why is there something rather than nothing
• Is there a god? 
• What is a good life? 
• What is the right thing to do? 
• What, if anything, is the source of moral obligation?  

What is justice? 
• Do we act freely? 
• How is the mind related to the natural world? 
• How is language related to reality?
• Is there an external world?  
• What does it take to know something, rather than merely 

believe it? 

You have probably asked yourself some of these questions at 
one time or another.  They do not belong to a specialized sci-
ence or domain of inquiry; nevertheless as reflective human 
beings we cannot help but confront them.  These are the ques-
tions we end up asking ourselves if we keep asking, “Why?”  

Philosophy draws on a wide range of considerations, 
from the history of ideas, from economics, literature, re-
ligion, law, mathematics, the physical sciences, psychol-
ogy, and so forth.  And these disciplines can become the 
focus of philosophical reflection in their own right, as phi-
losophers try to understand their central concepts and 
methodological assumptions. What is a physical expla-
nation? A biological function? A mental representation? 

Philosophers pursue these questions in a disciplined and 
systematic way, aiming not simply to answer them but also 
to understand just what is being asked in the first place.  

Harvard philosophy concentrators have gone on to pursue di-
verse and rewarding careers.  Philosophy alumni have achieved 
success in law, finance and consulting, business, internet start-
ups, medicine, journalism, the arts, non-profit work, education, 
and academia (both in philosophy and in other academic disci-
plines).  The question to ask yourself is not, “What can I do with 
a philosophy degree?” but rather, “What can’t I do with one?”

Suggested gateway courses

• Philosophy 3: The True and the Good, fall
• Philosophy 7: Ancient Greek Philosophy, spring
• Philosophy 8: Introduction to Early Modern Phi-

losophy, spring
• Philosophy 13: Morality and Its Critics, fall
• Philosophy 21: Love and Inner Conflict, spring
• Philosophy 22: Philosophy of Psychology, spring
• Philosophy 34: Existentialism in Literature and 

Film, fall
• Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning 17:       

Deductive Logic, fall
• Freshmen Seminar 23C: Exploring the Infinite, 

spring
• Freshmen Seminar 30q: Death and Immortality, 

fall
• Freshmen Seminar 31n: Beauty and Christianity, 

fall
• Freshmen Seminar 32R: Autobiography and Black 

Freedom Struggles, spring
• Freshmen Seminar 33f: Map Your Way Into Phi-

losophy: Mind, Matter, Me, fall
• Freshmen Seminar 38l: Morality that Peculiar 

Institution, fall
• Humanities 10a: The Humanities Colloquium, 

Essential Works I
• Humanities 10b: The Humanities Colloquium, 

Essential Works II

Concentration advising is provided by three members of the 
Head Tutor’s advising team: the Head Tutor (Bernard Nick-
el), the Associate Head Tutor (Cheryl Chen), and the Assis-
tant Head Tutor (Paul Marcucilli).  All three are available to 
meet with students during office hours or by appointment to 
discuss course selection and to sign study cards.  Students 
in the Mind, Brain, and Behavior track meet regularly with 
the MBB advisor (Alison Simmons - asimmons@fas.har-
vard.edu).  For more information, contact the Undergrad-
uate Coordinator, Emily Ware (eware@fas.harvard.edu).

Philosophy
Who We  ARE

Emerson Hall 209a 
25 Quincy St.

617-495-2191

P Explore

Advising Philosophy Alumni
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...the department is very small, so I would 
get a lot of personal attention. I learned that it is 

possible to concentrate in Philosophy and continue 
being pre-med. Philosophy concentrators do very 
well on all standardized tests because they learn 

how to think logically, and that skill is useful 
in so many fields and jobs. ”

“

Bernhard Nickel
Head Tutor
bnickel@fas.harvard.edu

Cheryl Chen
Associate Head Tutor
ckchen@fas.harvard.edu

Paul Marcucilli
Assistant Head Tutor
paulmarcucilli@fas.harvard.edu

Emily Ware
Undergraduate Coordinator
eware@fas.harvard.edu

The skills you acquire 
studying philosophy – the ability to think 

and write clearly, the ability to bring 
to light unnoticed presuppositions, to 
explain complex ideas clearly, to tease 

out connections and implications, to see 
things in a broader context, to challenge 

orthodoxy – are highly marketable, 
especially in a volatile and rapidly 

changing economic climate

Whether they take just a course or two or end up 
concentrating, students find their time studying 

philosophy to be among the most rewarding 
intellectual experiences of their college careers

To study philosophy is to 
grapple with questions that 

have occupied humankind for 
millennia, in conversation with 
some of the greatest thinkers 

who have ever livedThe main reason to 
study philosophy is that you find 
intrinsic value in reflection and 

contemplation

Did You  Know?

fas.harvard.edu/~phildept

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?
...Philosophy is very much a "depth" 

concentration rather than a "breadth" one. The 
skills gained from studying Philosophy can help in 
any discipline, from law to medicine to academia. 
With that said, many concentrators choose to joint 

concentrate or do a secondary, and Philosophy 
can work compatibly with almost any other 

concentration. Professor Chen was helpful in 
showing me how I can focus my interest in 

languages and linguistics within the Philosophy 
concentration; there are classes I can take, from 
both departments, that can satisfy requirements 

for Philosophy.

...philosophy can actually be really applicable, 
and that it provides you with critical thinking tools 

that can be used in every aspects of life. 

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

“

“

”

”
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hysics is the paradigmatic natural science. The con-
centration in Physics, administered by the Depart-
ment of Physics, encourages students to explore the 
remarkable range of physical phenomena that the 

laws of physics explain and allow us to control. Many con-
centrators seek an understanding of the subtle, profound, 
and fundamental laws — relativity, quantum mechanics, 
and the basic force laws—that govern the behavior of mat-
ter and energy in our Universe. Often these studies involve 
the smallest units of matter: molecules, atoms, nuclei, and 
sub-nuclear particles. A major interest of other Physics con-
centrators is the exploration and explanation of the diverse 
properties to which these laws give rise in macroscopic sys-
tems such as fluids and solids. Still others study aspects of 
more complex systems like oceans and atmospheres, stars, 
and living matter. Physics makes use of cutting edge tech-
nology and theory to push our understanding of these sys-
tems to amazing extremes of size, temperature, information 
density and complexity, and in turn the phenomena we study 
lead to new technologies that allow us to explore even further.

A concentration in Physics provides a foundation for subsequent 
professional work in physics, and also for work in astronomy, 
biophysics, chemical physics, engineering and applied physics, 
earth and planetary sciences, geology, computer science, and 
the history and philosophy of science. Less obviously perhaps, 
the intellectual attitudes in physics – blending imagination, 
prediction, observation, and deduction – provide an excellent 
base for subsequent graduate work in professional schools of 
medicine, education, law, business, and public administration.

Suggested gateway courses

Intro Physics
• Physics 15a (fall and spring), Introductory 

Mechanics and Relativity or Physics 16 (fall), 
Mechanics and Special Relativity (concentrators 
are roughly split between 15a and 16)

• Physics 15b, Introductory Electromagnetism (fall 
and spring)

• Physics 15c, Wave Phenomena (fall and spring)
• Physics 143a. Quantum Mechanics I (fall and 

spring)

Mathematics
• Math 1b, Calculus, Series, and Differential Equa-

tions (fall and spring)
• Math 21a, Multivariable Calculus (fall and 

spring)
• Math 21b, Linear Algebra and Differential Equa-

tions (fall and spring)

Advanced physics (Common 100-level courses)
• Physics 143b, Quantum Mechanics II (fall)
• Physics 153, Electrodynamics (spring)
• Physics 181, Statistical Mechanics and                      

Thermodynamics (spring)
• Physics 191r, Advanced Laboratory (fall and 

spring)

Students in the Physics and Chem/Phys concentrations au-
tomatically have Prof. Howard Georgi (Head Tutor) and 
Dr. David Morin (Associate Head Tutor) as academic ad-
visors. Additionally, each student is given an individual 
concentration advisor, chosen from among the faculty; this 
advisor signs the student’s study card. Carol Davis (Un-
dergraduate Student Coordinator) handles many of the ad-
ministrative and student-life aspects of the concentrations. 

Physics
Who We  ARE

Jefferson Lab
17 Oxford St.

617-495-2872

P

Advising

Physics Alumni

Explore
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...Physics degrees are applicable to a wide 
range of professional fields, and in fact quite a 
few physics concentrators don’t end up doing 
things directly related to physics, but rather 
things related to the problem-solving skills 

physics builds. It’s also a very good department 
with very strong faculty and advisors. 

They care about their students. ”

“ Howard Georgi* 
Head Tutor
georgi@physics.harvard.edu 
617-496-8293

David Morin* 
Associate Head Tutor
morin@physics.harvard.edu
617-495-3257

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Optional tutorial and independent 
study programs that enable students to 
examine special fields and topics under 

the guidance of experts include: 
(1) Physics 91r: individual study of 

material not covered in regular courses, 
supervised by a member of the department; 
(2) Physics 90r: individual research under 

the supervision of a faculty member 
interested in the field. Applied physics 

option emphasizes courses covering 
physical applications

No required tutorials: we believe 
it is important to keep the 

concentration requirements 
flexible enough to satisfy the differing 

goals of a great variety of students

Offers a physics and teaching option, 
which provides both preparation in physics and 
eligibility for the teaching certificate required 

for public school teaching in many states

Biophysics option allows a 
limited substitution of biology courses for 

physics-related courses

physics.harvard.edu

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Questions?

...Physics is a very flexible degree offering 
not only breadth in terms of course selection 

but also with an ability to pursue a joint 
concentration. David advised that there is a good 
deal of overlap between mechanical engineering 
and physics, and that higher-level courses can be 

chosen based on difficulty and level of interest.

“

”

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...



108

sychology is the scientific study of the mind. Observing, experimenting, and analyzing human and other minds is 
our focus.  How we do this varies greatly.  We can, of course, look at the brain itself to understand the mind and we 
increasingly do so, as new technologies allow.  But the measure of behavior is our primary method to understand the mind. 

The kinds of questions psychologists attempt to answer are: 

• How do we perceive the physical world? 
• Is our view of it consistent with reality? 
• How do we make sense of the social world? 
• Can we really understand the minds of others? 
• Do the groups others belong to matter? 
• How do memories form and how do we forget? 
• Can we be said to have a memory even if we can’t “remember”?
• What are the rules by which we reason and think? 
• Are we rational beings or only boundedly so? 
• How much of our behavior is influenced by conscious mental processes and how can we study our own consciousness?
• What’s the role of emotion as expressed in the joy, surprise, sadness, anger and fear of everyday life as well as in 

depression, schizophrenia, and other disorders? 
• What are the causes of these kinds of disorders, and how can they be treated? 
• How do all these processes develop from infancy to adulthood, including the ability for language? 

Because of its natural connections to both the life sciences and 
the humanities, Psychology provides concentrators with a strong 
foundation from which to imagine careers in business, law, 
medicine, or government, as well as prepare for higher education 
(master’s degree and PhD) in psychology, neuroscience, and 
related fields. In addition to these areas, our alumni have 
commonly gone into many fields such as other clinical/social 
work fields, education,  non-profit work, tech, and design.

Freshmen and sophomores can speak with the Undergraduate 
Office Staff (listed below) for questions and advising. Email 
or drop-in hours are easiest, but you can also request an 
appointment. For concentrators, psychology has a set of 
graduate student advisors assigned by house who sign study 
cards and can advise on all matters such as requirements, courses, 
possible careers, etc.  Students may also speak with Head Tutor 
Jill Hooley about psychology as a field, research, and careers. 

...psychology can be extremely diverse, 
ranging from the cognitive neuroscience to 
human emotions and even to how societies 

shape their ideas and cultural norms. 
I was really fascinated with how integrated 

the field of psychology is! ”

“

Psychology*
William James Hall 218
33 Kirkland St.

617-495-3712

Who We  ARE
P

Advising Psych Alumni

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

To answer these and other questions about the mind, psychologists pay attention to evolutionary factors, the biological 
bases of behavior, cultural and social inputs, as well as the day-to-day situations in which individuals find themselves.   

Most of the research conducted in Harvard’s Department of Psychology concerns basic psychological processes such as 
attention, perception, memory, categorization, reasoning, decision-making, language, cognitive and social development, 
social cognition, intergroup relations, and morality. In addition, some members of the department conduct research on 
the etiology, development, and treatment of psychopathology. All members of the department share the common goal of 
understanding mind, brain, and behavior through empirical investigation, and their teaching and research reflect this goal.

*Though it is administratively housed in the division of Social Science, Psychology’s faculty and curricular offerings bridge 
both Social Sciences and Natural Sciences, including a track that is part of the Life Sciences cluster of concentrations. 
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Suggested gateway courses

First Take
Science of Living Systems 20 (fall and spring), 
Psychological Science (required for all concentrators 
and as a prerequisite for all psychology courses – can 
skip if Psychology AP score of 5 or IB score of 7)

Then Take
• Psychology 14, Cognitive Neuroscience
• Psychology 15, Social Psychology
• Psychology 18, Abnormal Psychology
• Science of Living Systems 15, Origins of 

Knowledge, Developmental Psychology
• Molecular and Cellular Biology 80, 

Neurobiology of Behavior

If considering the CNEP track, Take: LPSA ,LS1a, 
and/or LS1b

For general inquiries related to concentration or secondary 
field or careers in psychology:  
 
Melissa Dias
Undergraduate Coordinator
Secondary Field Contact:
 melissadias@fas.harvard.edu

For research laboratory or thesis questions:
Danielle Truxaw*
Research Advisor
truxaw@fas.harvard.edu

For study abroad questions:
Laura Chivers*
Advising Administrator
lchivers@wjh.harvard.edu

For questions about psychology as a field, academic careers: 
Jill Hooley
Head Tutor
Jmh@harvard.edu

*Study abroad credit contact 

Structured course 
progression – take SLS 20, then 

Foundational courses, then Advanced 
Courses (see prerequisites listed for 

each course)

Small sophomore 
tutorial to develop critical 
thinking and writing skills

All tracks fit 
well for premed 

students, especially 
CNEP track

More than 80% of 
students work in a 

research lab for credit

SLS 20 and some 
Foundational courses 

are large but many small 
advanced courses offered

Approximately 300 
concentrators 
(100 per year)

15-20% of students 
write a thesis, and it begins 

in junior year

Cognitive Science Track (MBB): 
coursework from psychology & other 

MBB fields (e.g. linguistics, philosophy, 
human evolutionary biology, history of 

science, and computer science);  
application and  thesis required; 

5% of concentrators

Cognitive Neuroscience
and Evolutionary Psychology Track 
(CNEP): (Life Sciences): coursework 

from psychology and the life 
sciences and is chosen by 25%

 of concentrators

General Track: 
most flexible and 
chosen by 70% of 

concentrators

There are 
3 tracks to

choose from:

First year students may contact us in the Undergraduate 
Office at psychology@wjh.harvard.edu to ask questions or 
set up a meeting. 

Additionally, we have weekly drop in advising hours you 
can find here: undergrad.psychology.fas.harvard.edu/pre-
concentration

We encourage all upperclassmen, including undeclared 
sophomores, to contact the psychology advisor assigned to 
your house listed here: undergrad.psychology.fas.harvard.
edu/advisers

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Scienceswjh.harvard.edu/psych/ug

Questions?

Explore
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eligion is momentous, controversial and influen-
tial.  Religious commitments and institutions are 
cited daily as sources of the very best and worst in 
individual, political and communal life.  A glance at 

the news and a look at history make it clear that there has 
never been a greater need for close study and understanding 
of the world’s religious traditions in order to better under-
stand global cultures and current events, to interpret history 
and literature intelligently, and to develop a more penetrat-
ing sense of our shared humanity.  Although human beings 
have always practiced what we now call “religion,” the term 
itself is a modern category.  The undergraduate concentration 
in the Comparative Study of Religion at Harvard--founded in 
1974--is relatively new.  Given the staggering range of reli-
gious phenomena throughout human history and across the 
world, the study of religion has developed into the most in-
terdisciplinary of undergraduate concentrations, bringing to-
gether humanistic and social scientific methods.  Students and 
scholars approach religion through the varied disciplines of 
philosophy, history, sociology, political science, anthropolo-
gy, literary and scriptural interpretation and cultural studies.         

Harvard’s concentration in the Comparative Study of Re-
ligion is a vibrant community comprised of students who 
are deeply committed to their work, and the nation’s most 
distinguished teaching faculty in the study of religion. Stu-
dents interact regularly with faculty and graduate students 
who share their interests. The program provides students 
with an understanding of the religious traditions of the world 
through study of sacred texts and rituals; philosophy, litera-
ture and theology; and the lived experiences and history of 
participants in the tradition. Courses engage life’s biggest 
questions including the meaning of life and death, human-
ity and divinity, good and evil, sacrifice and community. 
Course work exposes students to central concepts in the field 
such as god(s), ritual, gender, authority, orthodoxy, scrip-
ture and prophecy.  Anthropological, historical, philosophi-
cal, phenomenological, sociological and literary approaches 
open religion to closer analysis and deeper understanding.  

Suggested gateway courses
• Rel 51. Religious Liberty: Contested American 

Stories
• Rel 13. Scriptures and Classics 
• Rel 49. From Gospel to Allegory: Christian Nar-

ratives for Living 
• Rel 74. Introduction to Buddhism 
• Rel 58. The Body in Christian Thought 
• Rel 112a. Dreams and the Dreaming
• Rel 52. Religion, Secularism, and Modernity 
• Rel 57. Faith and Authenticity: Religion and 

Existentialism (fulfills ER)
• Rel 1491. Power and Piety: Evangelicals and 

Politics in Contemporary U. S. 
• Rel 1502. The Philosophical Reinvention of 

Christianity
• Rel 1802.  Introduction to Islamic Mysticism: 

The Sufi Tradition
• CB 19: Understanding Islam and Contemporary 

Muslim Societies 
• CB 23: From the Hebrew Bible to Judaism, From 

the Old Testament to Christianity 
• CB 60: Religion in India: Texts and Traditions in 

a Complex Society
• CB 25: Studying Buddhism Across Place and 

Time 
• ER 17: Ethics, Religion, and Violence in Com-

parative Perspective
• US World 33: Religion and Social Change
• US World 32: The World’s Religions in Mul-

ticultural America: Case Studies in Religious 
Pluralism

...each student chooses a particular focus of a set 
list of religions and about the freedom associated 
with what you study. It was really stressed how in-
terdisciplinary the field is. I also got a really good 

impression of the concentration community.”

“

Religion, Comparative        
Study of
Who We  ARE

Barker Center
12 Quincy St.

617-495-5781 
csrel@fas.harvard.edu

R Explore

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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Most of our alumni pursue meaningful and successful careers 
in fields such as business, law, medicine, politics, public ser-
vice, scholarship, government, creative art and teaching, while 
some graduates continue their study of religion in graduate or 
professional programs. Recent graduates are studying at Har-
vard Law School, teaching with Teach for America, pursuing 
graduate work at Cambridge University, practicing medicine 
and starring in television roles.  The Comparative Study of 
Religion is an excellent interdisciplinary concentration in the 
liberal arts because it prepares graduates to understand cur-
rent events and global cultures intelligently while developing 
a deeper and more reflective sense of humanity.  Our alumni 
attest that the study of religion, the critical thinking skills, and 
the refined writing ability they gained in this concentration 
have been significantly important to them in making sense of 
current events and global politics, and in succeeding in their 
workplaces and communities. Many of our graduates have 
a strong interest in service and are committed to working 
in their chosen profession to make the world a better place.

Advising in the Comparative Study of Religion is one of the 
concentration’s strongest features. Sophomores entering the 
concentration are assigned a faculty advisor in their field of 
interest who meets with them two or three times per term to 
discuss courses and to help shape the student’s plan of study.  
Programs of study are designed for each student in consultation 
with the DUS and the student’s faculty advisor.  Junior tutori-
als are small, designed around student interests and led by ad-
vanced graduate students at the cutting edge of their field who 
students consult as they consider the option of writing a senior 
thesis.  The ADUS joins the advising team for seniors, and 
students writing an honors thesis have both faculty and doc-
toral student advisors, in addition to the support of the ADUS.   

Courtney Bickel Lamberth* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
lamberth@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-1018
 
Kirsten Wesselhoeft
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
wesselh@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-1010   

*Study abroad credit contact 

Tutorials are small and 
tailored to student interests.  Tutorials are 

designed to develop and refine each student’s 
ability to analyze texts closely and to write 

coherently, and to explore topics of greatest 
interest to them. 

A list of titles is available here:  
studyofreligion.fas.harvard.edu/pages/

undergraduate

Over 60 Harvard 
faculty members offer 

courses in the 
concentration

The program offers 
colloquia each term on 

selected topics and regular 
student/faculty teas

Many of 
our 

students 
pursue 

research 
abroad

The concentration’s student 
satisfaction ratings are 

consistently among the top of 
Harvard College’s humanities and 

social science concentrations

The Comparative Study 
of Religion’s interdisciplinary 

program brings together 
humanistic and social scientific 

methods of study to form an 
exciting liberal arts concentration

Our advising structure gives concentrators 
significant individual attention and each 

program of study is tailored to the 
student’s area of interest

There are about 25-30 concentrators in the 
Study of Religion and about 15-20 secondary 
field students.  The teaching faculty is among 

the finest in the nation

The study of religion presumes 
no particular religious background, faith or belief system.  

Some concentrators describe themselves as “religious” 
while others do not.  The world-views and commitments of 
students and faculty in our program are as diverse as those 

of the Harvard community as a whole.

Did You  Know?

studyofreligion.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?

Advising

Religion Alumni
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ith their rich literary and cultural heritage and 
their global reach, Romance languages play a 
key role in the world’s multicultural societies.  
That’s why the department offers its concentrators 

the choice of five Special Fields – French and Francophone 
Studies; Italian Studies; Portuguese and Brazilian Studies; 
Spanish, Latin American and Latino Studies; and Romance 
Studies. Students are encouraged to enrich their programs 
by engaging in study abroad, during either the summer or 
the academic year. RLL advisors work closely with the Of-
fice of International Education to help students meet specif-
ic needs and further their academic and cultural interests.

A set of Common Requirements for the Concentration, featur-
ing specific courses recommended or required for each Special 
Field and ample room for exploration of individual interests, 
ensures that concentrators acquire advanced oral and written 
proficiency in the target language, familiarity with major peri-
ods of the Romance literatures, critical reading skills, special-
ized knowledge of literary and cultural figures and movements, 
and acquaintance with the importance of Romance cultures 
in related disciplines such as Anthropology, History, History 
of Art and Architecture, Linguistics, Music, Visual Environ-
mental Studies, Studies in Women, Gender and Sexuality, and 
more. Small classes and one-on-one instruction (including 
faculty-taught tutorials and faculty-advised honors theses) 
make a space for critical thinking, individual research agendas 
and creativity. The department’s wide spectrum of courses is 
designed for students who intend to pursue careers in medi-
cine, law, business, social work, as well as graduate study in 
the humanities and social sciences.  RLL stands for Real Life 
Learning: hands-on learning in translation, creative writing, 
dramatic performance, even the kitchen, promote interaction 
with Romance-speaking communities, in the U.S. and abroad.  

Concentrators in Romance Languages and Literatures go on 
to a wide variety of careers in fields where world experience, 
flexibility in dealing with the unfamiliar, strong analytical and 
communicative skills, and creativity are valued. These have 
included business, education, finance, diplomatic service, law, 
medicine, public health, social work and the arts.  In recent 
years, approximately one quarter of our concentrators have 
planned careers in medicine! It’s no surprise that many of our 
alumni have pursued careers abroad, not only in European 
nations but also and especially in new Romance-speaking 
economic powerhouses like Argentina, Brazil and Mexico.

Suggested gateway courses

Students entering the department should take the 
Harvard Placement Test or the SAT II in the language 
or languages they have already studied to help them 
find the course options best suited to their preparation 
and interests. In addition to an array of language and 
culture courses (A to C and 30-60 levels), students 
who have achieved proficiency can choose courses in 
literature and culture (70-90 and 100 levels).  

Freshman Seminars and Gen Ed courses are a good 
way to explore the department before choosing your 
concentration. Some of the Freshman Seminars and 
Gen Ed courses taught by RLL faculty in 2015-16 are:

• FRSEMR 30R (new!) – Performing French     
Theater Across Time and Media

• FRSEMR 38z – Romancing the Kitchen
• FRSEMR 33C (new!) – Borges, García Márquez, 

Bolaño and Other Classics of Modern Latin 
American Narrative

• EMR 11 – Making Sense: Language, Logic and 
Communication

• AESTHINT 13 – Cultural Agents
• FRENCH 139b – Ethical Dilemmas

Throughout the year students are cordially invited to 
attend department lectures, colloquia, conferences, 
film screenings, theatrical performances and special 
events such as Brazil Week and the New England 
Italian Film Festival.

Students are encouraged to consult with the DUS, the As-
sociate DUS and the Special Fields Advisors about concen-
tration, joint concentration with another department or pro-
gram, secondary fields, study abroad and internship options.

Romance Languages & 
Literatures (RLL)
Who We  ARE

Boylston Hall
4th Floor

617-495-2546

ExploreW

Advising

RLL Alumni
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...the department is very flexible and 
tailored to individuals. I also learned that I 
could combine my Spanish and Portuguese 

classes into one concentration! ”
“

... I will be able to pursue studies in Spanish 
and French history and literature. In light of 

my interest in international health and medicine, 
there are even some courses that focus on 
medical literature of the past, instructed 

in the target languages.”

“

…RLL would expose me to very 
experienced and passionate faculty as well as 

numerous opportunities to apply my skills. I am 
also following a premed track, so I believe a 
humanities concentration would give me not 
just an edge in applying to Med school, but 

a rare perspective when compared 
to mostly science concentrators.”

“

Elvira G. DiFabio
Associate Director of Undergraduate 
Studies and Senior Preceptor in Italian
edifabio@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5478   

Cathy Downey
Undergraduate Coordinator
cdowney@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-1860

Flexibility within 
the concentration, enabling 

students to pursue their 
particular interests

Challenge of 
writing a thesis and benefiting 

from a close working 
relationship with  a faculty 

advisor and a department tutor Small classes 
that permit individualized 
instruction and expression

Ability to take 
courses in any number of 

related fields, including art 
and architecture, film studies, 

history, music, government, 
and anthropology

Opportunity to 
interact directly with a faculty 

that takes pride in the 
excellence of their teaching

Encouragement to 
study abroad--and 

earn concentration 
credit – to enhance 
language skills and 
cultural awareness

Did You  Know?

rll.fas.harvard.edu/home

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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he concentration in Slavic Literatures and Cultures 
offers you the opportunity to study the great works 
and cultural traditions, past and present, of Russia 
and the other Slavic countries, especially Ukraine, 

Poland, and the Czech Republic. These countries share a rich 
cultural life as well as a turbulent and fascinating history, 
from the medieval period through the days of the Russian, 
Habsburg, and Ottoman Empires, from the twentieth-century 
dramas of world war and Cold War all the way to present-day 
efforts to reimagine democracy, dissent, and national tradi-
tions for the twenty-first century. In the Slavic concentration, 
you will develop advanced proficiency in Russian or another 
Slavic language (such as Czech, Polish, or Ukrainian), and 
you will use your knowledge of the language to read every-
thing from newspapers and primary historical texts to great 
works of world literature like War and Peace, Crime and 
Punishment, and The Master and Margarita. As a meeting 
point of East and West, the Slavic countries offer new per-
spectives on European and American culture, as well as a 
rich mix of political, literary, and religious traditions that will 
help you better understand your own place in the world today.

Our alumni have gone on to a wide range of jobs – including 
careers in television and publishing; medical school; work for 
government agencies, NGOs, and research centers; political 
and business consulting; and graduate study in the United 
States and Europe. For many, a degree in Slavic Languages 
and Literatures means the opportunity to work, study, or do 
an internship in Moscow, St. Petersburg, or Prague, consid-
erably broadening their field of career opportunities. If you 
go on to professional school, your preparation in a foreign 
language and culture will open your eyes to new fields of 
study and give you the chance to travel during your graduate 
studies and afterwards; Slavic can form the basis for a sub-
field in public health, law, journalism, and other professions. 
Our students are well-prepared for a wide variety of careers 
that require knowledge of languages at a professional level, 
understanding of other cultures, and the creativity and ini-
tiative necessary to work with people from other countries.

Suggested gateway courses

Our faculty offer a number of General Education 
courses that will introduce you to the themes and 
major works of Slavic literature, politics, and cul-
ture. Most of our concentrators have no knowledge 
of Russian when they come to Harvard, but they do 
begin studying language as soon as possible – in gen-
eral, they will start with Russian (or another Slavic 
language) in their freshman year. Students can take 
the year-long sequences in Elementary and Interme-
diate Russian, or they may choose intensive courses 
that cover a year’s worth of Russian in one semes-
ter; for students who want to begin reading Russian 
literature in the original as soon as possible, we also 
offer introductory and intermediate courses that teach 
the language through readings from Russia’s greatest 
poet, Alexander Pushkin, and the great 20th-century 
novel The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bul-
gakov. These foundational courses in the language 
prepare students for third-year offerings and beyond. 

Study abroad, whether a summer or a semester, is 
strongly encouraged and easily accommodated; for 
many of our students, a summer language program 
in Moscow or St. Petersburg becomes part of their 
language study within the concentration. Courses at 
the fourth-year and fifth-year level ensure opportuni-
ties for students to continue developing their language 
skills after accelerating their language proficiency 
through study abroad.

General advising in the concentration is provided by the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies (DUS). Students working on a cap-
stone project or senior thesis are matched with a faculty advisor.

Slavic Languages &  
Literatures (SLL)
Who We  ARE

Barker Center 3rd Floor 
12 Quincy St.

617-495-4065

T

Advising

Slavic Alumni

Explore
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...SLL is a very flexible concentration that 
I will be able to tailor to my specific interests. I 
was also thrilled to find that learning Bosnian/
Croatian/Serbian and doing a junior seminar in 

South Slavic Languages and Literatures 
is a distinct possibility!”

“

Daria Khitrova
Director of Undergraduate Studies 
dkhitrova@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5808

Suzie Desormeau
Department Administrator
desormeau@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-0912

Steven Clancy
Director of the Language Program, 
Language Faculty Advisor for Study Abroad
sclancy@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-0624

Students are encouraged to 
start Russian (or another Slavic 
language such as Czech, Polish, 

or Ukrainian) in the fall of their 
freshman year, but Harvard’s 

intensive semester and summer 
programs make it possible to 

begin your study of Russian in 
the spring semester or in a 

later summer term

A rigorous and rewarding 
language program that will 

allow you to communicate your 
ideas to Russian speakers, read 

classic works of literature in the 
original Russian, and follow 
newspapers, blogs, and other 

primary texts about contemporary 
politics and culture

Many 
opportunities for 

study abroad

Small courses, 
including tutorials, 

taught by Department 
faculty

Individualized advising and 
flexible requirements that give you 

significant freedom in designing your 
own program of study

While our tutorials 
focus on literature, art, and 

culture, we welcome students with an 
interest in politics, history, linguistics, 

anthropology, and other fields

Opportunity to work 
closely with a faculty 

member on your Senior 
Honors Thesis or 
capstone project

A broad conception 
of Slavic studies that 
accommodates students 
interested in history, 

politics, art, theater, and 
many other disciplines

Did You  Know?

slavic.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...
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he Committee on Degrees in Social Studies is an in-
terdisciplinary concentration in the social sciences 
at Harvard College. We aim to give our students the 
knowledge, skills, and experiences they need to do high 

level work in the social sciences, including conducting prima-
ry research in preparation for a senior thesis. Our curriculum 
is comprised of a set of foundational courses in social theory, 
economics, statistics, and the philosophy and methods of the 
social sciences, followed by junior tutorials that immerse stu-
dents in social science topics and teach research methods. Stu-
dents develop individualized focus fields in close consultation 
with their academic advisors. Examples of focus fields are “Ed-
ucation in American Society;” “Development in Latin Amer-
ica;” and “Liberty and Freedom in Modern Social Thought.” 

The faculty and staff of the Committee on Degrees in Social 
Studies aim to provide the best possible teaching and advis-
ing to Harvard undergraduates. We expect our students to do 
excellent work in the classroom and we provide extensive re-
sources to support them. We understand that our students’ in-
terests inside the classroom are often influenced by their expe-
riences outside the classroom, and our advisors work to help 
students connect their learning with their lives. Many of our 
students do work that is connected with public service, and 
we encourage this. We expect our students to respect a range 
of ideas and opinions in the classroom and to use their time in 
college to explore their own values and beliefs in relation to 
empirical evidence as well as the values and beliefs of others.

Social Studies is a great concentration for students who 
are interested in studying a social science topic from an in-
terdisciplinary perspective. Students craft their own plans 
of study, drawing courses from across the college and, fre-
quently, from the graduate schools. We offer small tuto-
rials, one-on-one advising, and a vibrant and supportive 
intellectual community. Social Studies students develop ex-
cellent analytical, research, and writing skills, and they de-
vote their senior year to writing a thesis, which serves both 
as a capstone to their undergraduate education and a chance 
to develop and complete a major independent project.

Suggested gateway courses

First year
Students considering Social Studies may want to take 
Economics 10 or any upper level course for which 
Economics 10 is a prerequisite.

Students may want to take an ethical reasoning, moral 
reasoning, or philosophy course to determine whether 
they enjoy theory.

Students should take social science courses in areas 
that interest them.  For example, a student who is 
interested in development in East Asia should take a 
course on that region to learn more about the history, 
economics, or politics of at least one of the countries 
in that area of the world.  A student who is interested 
in poverty in the United States should take a course 
on a related topic, such as a sociology course on 
urban poverty or a course on social problems in the 
American economy.  

Second year, first term
Potential concentrators must enroll in Social Stud-
ies 10a, which is a prerequisite for applying to the 
concentration.
Students should take courses in economics and statis-
tics, especially if they are planning to study abroad in 
their junior year.

Students should continue to take social science cours-
es in areas that interest them.

Primary concentration advising is provided by sophomore 
tutorial leaders, on a House by House basis. These tu-
tors ordinarily serve as students’ advisors until they gradu-
ate.  General advising in the concentration is also provided 
by the Director of Undergraduate Studies (Anya Bassett), 
the Assistant Director of Studies for Freshmen and Soph-
omores (Bonnie Talbert), The Assistant Director of Stud-
ies for Juniors and Seniors (Nicole Newendorp), and the 
Undergraduate Program Administrator (Kate Anable).

Social Studies
William James Hall
3rd floor
33 Kirkland St.

617-495-2163

Who We  ARE
T

Advising

Explore
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Social Studies alumni pursue a wide range of careers, and 
they report that their Social Studies education prepared them 
well for life after Harvard.  Immediately after graduation, 
some students have worked in consulting or the non-profit 
sector in the US or abroad, studied abroad on fellowships, 
or joined public service programs like Teach for America. 
Many Social Studies students ultimately earn degrees in law, 
business, public policy, and academia (often in combination 
with each other), and a number every year go into medicine.

...the concentration is a very wide one. 
One can create a very individualized plan of 

study and really focus on what interests oneself. 
I also learned that it is more theory-based than 

perhaps other social sciences like sociology 
that are more data-driven.”

“
Anya Bernstein Bassett
Director of Undergraduate Studies
anya_bassett@harvard.edu
617-496-1838

Bonnie Talbert
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies  
(Freshmen and Sophomores)
btalbert@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4874

Nicole Newendorp*
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
(Juniors and Seniors)
newendor@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-5819

Kate Anable
Undergraduate Program Administrator
keanable@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-2188

 *Study abroad credit contact 

You don’t need 
to know what 
you want to 

study to
declare 

Social Studies, 
but you do 
need to be 

committed to 
actively 

shaping your 
undergraduate 

education 
and to working 

closely with 
your advisor 

to identify and 
pursue 

your academic 
interests

We offer small tutorials, 
one-on-one advising, and a vibrant 

and supportive intellectual community. Social 
Studies students develop excellent analytical, 
research, and writing skills, and they devote 
their senior year to writing a thesis, which 

serves both as a capstone to their 
undergraduate education and a 

chance to develop and complete a 
major independent project

Social Studies is a 
great concentration for 

students who are interested 
in studying a social science 

topic from an interdisciplinary 
perspective

Our curriculum is also
flexible enough to allow students to 

complete pre-medical requirements or to 
complete secondary fields in areas that 

are different from their focus fields.  

Our curriculum is sufficiently flexible 
that students can change their focus 

fields, if necessary, up to the beginning 
of their senior year

Students craft their 
own plans of study, 

drawing courses from 
across the college and, 

frequently, from the 
graduate schools

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Sciences
socialstudies.fas.harvard.edu

Social Studies Alumni

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...it allows for a very broad scope of 
education, which in turn enables you to pursue 

a variety of interests. Rather than being a 
set track, Social Studies allows you to go 

"off road" and develop your own path. ”

“

We strongly encourage study abroad, 
and many of our students study abroad 
in regions they are studying, returning 

to the region to conduct senior 
thesis research
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ociology is the study of society, of the social frame-
works within which we live our lives. It is a study of 
social life at every level, from two-person relationships 
to the rise and fall of nations and civilizations. More 

than any other discipline it is a meeting place of the social 
sciences, combining its own ideas and methods with insights 
from history, anthropology, economics, political science, and 
psychology in an extended examination of the ways societies 
work—or fail to work. Thus Sociology is unusual in its con-
cern with the interrelation of social forces studied in isolation 
elsewhere. The breadth of subjects one can study in sociolo-
gy is quite wide but the focus on social relations and the ef-
fect of society on the individual is the common denominator.

The Department of Sociology at Harvard has a diverse and 
distinguished faculty. Our faculty includes the world’s 
foremost experts in race, ethnicity and immigration, in-
equality, economic sociology and organizations, urban 
poverty and the city, gender and family, crime and punish-
ment, social movements and social change, politics, work, 
culture, social networks, comparative and historical so-
ciology, and sociological theory. Students may take cours-
es in a variety of areas or they may put together a focused 
program of study reflecting their own particular interests.

Course emphases range widely from the theoretical to the 
applied and incorporate an array of approaches, including 
field-based sociology, qualitative methods, quantitative and 
computer-based analysis, historical and comparative studies, 
and theoretical explorations. Our students receive instruc-
tion in classical and contemporary social theory along with 
cutting-edge qualitative and quantitative methods. Students 
also learn how to apply sociological analysis to real-world 
issues from third world development to corporate capital-
ism, and from crime in the streets to crime on Capitol Hill.

The breadth of interests touched on by the discipline of so-
ciology is matched by the career choices of our undergradu-
ates who are working in a variety of different areas, including 
law, medicine, non-profits, investment banking, management 
consulting, government, journalism, teaching, and high-
er education. Sociology’s broad perspective is particularly 
valuable in our increasingly global, inter-dependent world.

Suggested gateway courses
If you are interested in exploring Sociology there 
are four routes to consider
1. You can take one of our courses that are designed 
to give you an introduction to the discipline including:
• Introduction to Political Sociology (fall)
• Introduction to Sociology of Organizations (fall)
• Introduction to Social Inequality (spring)
• Introduction to Social Movements (USW) 

(spring)

2. You can take a General Education course that is 
also a sociology course including
• USW 24: Reinventing Boston: The Changing 

American City
• SOW 34: Caribbean Societies
• SOW 44: Human Trafficking: Slavery and Aboli-

tion in the Modern World
• Intro to Social Movement fulfills USW

3. You can take an elective from one of our 100-lev-
el cours- es in an area that interests you including
• Poverty in America (fall)
• Death by Design: Inequalities in Global Perspec-

tives (fall)
• Media and Popular Culture (fall)
• Education and Culture (spring)
• Money, Work, and Social Life (spring)
• Crime, Justice, and the American Legal System 

(spring)

4. If you have confidence that you are going to 
concentrate in sociology you can consider taking 
one of the following core courses that are required 
for concentrators
• Sociology 97: Social Theory (offered fall and 

spring)
• Sociology 128: Models of Social Science Re-

search (offered fall only)

Sociology
William James Hall, 6th floor
33 Kirkland St.

617-495-3812
sociology@wjh.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE

Sociology Alumni

Explore

S
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...Sociology is an interdisciplinary concentration 
that covers issues that I am very interested in
--politics, inequality, crime, justice, etc.--and 

that also provides a strong background in 
methods/reasoning/research. The broadness 
of the concentration and one’s ability to use 
other departments’ courses in fulfilling the 

requirements make this an opportunity 
for a very liberal education!”

“

Rachel Meyer* 
Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies
meyer2@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3887

Laura Thomas
Undergraduate Advising and 
Program Administrator
lthomas@wjh.harvard.edu
617-495-3713

Jocelyn Viterna
Director of Undergraduate Studies    
jviterna@wjh.harvard.edu
617-495-7569

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Sociology is a relatively 
small department with a generous 
student-faculty ratio and a strong 

tradition of commitment to 
undergraduates. 

The concentration takes pride in its 
advising system, which allows for 

personal attention to students

We prepare students 
to develop sociological questions and to 

design and conduct systematic and rigorous 
research, with an emphasis on field based 

research, which they pursue through course 
projects and senior theses

Substantial access 
to faculty and 
administrators

Sociology offers a variety of research 
opportunities through course work, 
supervised independent research, 
Research Assistant positions with 
faculty projects and senior theses

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Sciences
sociology.fas.harvard.edu

Sociology concentrators are advised by our Associate Direc-
tor of Undergraduate Studies, Rachel Meyer (meyer2@fas.
harvard.edu). During study card week we strongly encour-
age you to take the opportunity to meet with the ADUS 
and other faculty from our Committee on Undergraduate 
Degrees. For your convenience, Concentration Advisors are 
available in the Houses. For questions about concentration 
requirements and policy matters you can also contact Laura 
Thomas (lthomas@wjh.harvard.edu).

To learn more about Sociology concentration advising, as 
well as who your House Concentration Advisor is, please 
visit:

sociology.fas.harvard.edu/pages/advising

Advising

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

Questions?

...Sociology is a very versitile field and how 
it can really be applied to any aspect of the 

social world as we know it. Also that there is 
specialized sociology for things like economic 
disparity, health disparities, and that a senior 
thesis is not mandatory, but only encouraged. 

“

”

Flexibility in 
meeting 

individual 
intellectual 

agendas
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 concentration in South Asian Studies enables students 
to develop a critical understanding of the diverse cul-
tures, histories, languages, and literatures of South 
Asia, which includes modern India, Pakistan, Tibet, 

Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. South Asia is home to 
more than a billion people – its influence has extended histor-
ically from Central, East, and Southeast Asia to Europe and 
North America, each of which today have vibrant South Asian 
diasporas. The study of South Asia is an important area of 
academic inquiry, especially in recent decades as the region 
emerges as a global cultural, economic, and political power.

Recent concentrators in the Department of South Asian Stud-
ies have gone on to PhD programs in the Arts and Humanities, 
MD/PhD programs, Law Schools, careers in Public Service, 
and positions at McKinsey and Company and Bain Capital.

Suggested gateway courses
First year: Students interested in exploring South 
Asian Studies begin language study (Sanskrit, Tamil, 
Tibetan, or Urdu-Hindi) in the first semester of their 
freshman year if possible.

Language study continues in the second semester. 
South Asian Studies
• Culture and Belief 28, Hindu Worlds of Art and 

Culture
• Ethical Reasoning 19, The Good Life in Classical 

India
• Folklore and Mythology 153, South Asian Folk-

lore
• Freshman Seminar 32x, Topics in Indo-Tibetan 

Buddhism
• Freshman Seminar 37y, Muslim Voices in Con-

temporary World Literatures
• History 60U, Religion and Politics: India, 1800-

2015
• History of Art and Architecture 18S, Arts of 

South and Southeast Asia
• Islamic Civilizations 178, Muslim Societies in 

South Asia: Religion, Culture, and Identity
• South Asian Studies 130, Economic History of 

India
• South Asian Studies 131, South Asia: A Global 

History
• South Asian Studies 179, South Asia: Connected 

Histories, Interdisciplinary Frames
• South Asian Studies 193, Class and the City in 

Indian Cinema
• South Asian Studies 196, Capitalism and Cos-

mology in Modern India
• Societies of the World 47: Contemporary Devel-

oping Countries: Entrepreneurial Solutions to 
Intractable Problems

Second year
• Students who did not take introductory Sanskrit, 

Tamil, Tibetan, or Urdu-Hindi should begin such 
a sequence (which must be completed by the end 
of the sophomore year).

• Students who have completed the introductory 
language sequence should continue at the inter-
mediate level

Students are assigned a faculty advisor based on their 
area of study. Students continue with the same advi-
sor throughout their three years, unless there is a rea-
son for making a change. Students meet with their ad-
visor at least once a term and at other times as needed.

South Asian Studies
(SAS)
Who We  ARE

One Bow St. 312

617-495-3295
southasianstudies@fas.harvard.edu

Advising

South Asian Alumni

ExploreA
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...South Asian Studies is a very small 
department, and that because of its small size 
members of the department work with students 

to craft their own individual plans of study.”
“

...you can incorporate South Asian 
Studies into many other concentrations, 

like History and Religion.”
“

...it is a very flexible concentration. 
I learned about the two options for concentrators: 
South Asian Languages, Literatures, and Cultures 

or South Asian Studies.”
“

Parimal Patil* 
Chair
ppatil@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-2468

Shankar Ramaswami
Director of Undergraduate Studies
sramaswami@fas.harvard.edu

Cheryl Henderson
Department Administrator 
southasianstudies@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3295

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Harvard College Library 
contains one of the largest 

collections of Sanskrit manuscripts 
and printed texts in the West, strong 

collections in Urdu and Sindhi 
literatures and South Asian 

studies in general

Students interested in the humanities 
may study pre-modern and/or modern South 

Asia from the disciplinary perspectives of 
anthropology, history, literature, linguistics, 

music, philosophy, and/or religion.

Students are 
assigned faculty 

advisors

The Harvard-Yenching 
Library’s holdings of 

Buddhist texts are perhaps 
the finest in the world

Study abroad 
strongly encouraged

The department prides itself on 
its student faculty ratio and its 
vibrant intellectual community

Students interested 
in the social sciences may create 

academic programs which combine the 
study of languages, literatures, and 

cultures with course work in 
anthropology, economics, public 

health, sociology, and/or 
urban planning

Highly interdisciplinary

Did You  Know?

sas.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

Questions?

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...I got an overview of non-language 
classes in the SAS department. I'm interested in 

taking some classes on South Asian culture, 
specifically Bollywood and Beyond, as I feel 

that I'm pretty disconnected from and am 
interested in South Asian modern culture. ”

“
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he option of petitioning for a special concentra-
tion is for the serious student whose academic in-
terests cross departmental lines.  Special Concen-
trations offers a student the opportunity to design 

his or her own program of concentration with the advice 
and consent of the various members of the faculty and ad-
ministration.  This option addresses special educational 
objectives not accommodated by existing concentrations.

Special Concentrations was established in 1971 by a vote of 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Although by design never 
one of the larger concentrations, Special Concentrations has 
always had a solid core of students in widely divergent fields. 
There are currently some twenty Special Concentrators cov-
ering fields as varied as The Cognitive Development of Faith; 
Stage Directing: Form and Function, Architecture and Envi-
ronmental Science; and Education and Human Development.

Among the perennially popular fields have been Urban Stud-
ies and Dramatic Studies. Interest in some areas, such as Psy-
chobiology, and Environmental Science, which once drew 
a number of concentrators, has declined due to a change in 
the requirements in the relevant departments allowing the 
pursuit of such interests within their departmental frame-
works or the development of new interdisciplinary concen-
trations. The popularity of certain fields waxes and wanes 
depending upon the current topical interest in the field and 
the availability of Faculty Advisors. For example, during 
the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, there was a surge of inter-
est in health policy as reports of inadequate health care in 
U.S. cities dominated headlines. More recently, there has 
been increased attention paid to global health challenges.

History of the Program

Since each student designs his or her own concentration, 
there is no general answer to the question of what students 
who graduate with a degree in special concentrations go 
on to do after their time at Harvard.  A look at some our 
recent alumni, however, indicates the following:  some 
students have gone on to Medical School, Law School, 
Ph.D.  programs in Linguistics, History, and Performance 
Studies, Business School, acting in New York City, mak-
ing documentary films, being CEO of a business develop-
ment company, and playing professional football!  In oth-
er words, concentrators go on to do just about everything.

As part of the process of applying to pursue a Special 
Concentration, students must enlist the support of a fac-
ulty advisor who can assist them in developing their 
study plan and who will supervise their academic work. 
The Director of Undergraduate Studies (Deborah Fos-
ter), provides general advising and signs study cards.

Special 
Concentrations
Who We  ARE

Barker Center
Room 120

617-495-4245
smacaris@fas.harvard.edu

T Special Conc Alumni

Advising
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Special Concentrations is not for everyone.  It is not for stu-
dents who wish to avoid particular departmental requirements 
or to create a broad, unfocused concentration that could be de-
scribed as “general studies.” Nor is it for students who do not 
know precisely what they want to study and who have trouble 
narrowing their interests to a single field.  Rather, it is an oppor-
tunity for students who know quite clearly what they wish to in-
vestigate, although it requires integrating courses and research 
from more than one area.   In all cases, students should begin 
to consult with faculty members who are expert in their areas 
of interest to determine what direction would be best to follow.

The Standing Committee on Special Concentrations, 
which is composed of faculty from a wide range of dis-
ciplines, sets the general policies and educational guide-
lines for the program and considers individually each 
petition submitted.  The detailed administration of each stu-
dent’s program is supervised by his or her faculty advi-
sor and by the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS).

Although most special concentration proposals include 
a full tutorial program culminating in a senior thesis 
for honors candidates, Special Concentrations is also open to students who prefer a basic course of study.  The standing 
committee must be convinced not only of the quality, rigor, and legitimacy of the topic, but also of the applicant’s high 
level of self-motivation, perseverance, and conscientiousness, since the success of each Special Concentration depends 
more than in a regular departmental concentration on the drive and determination of the student.  Each approved Spe-
cial Concentration exists as a small committee within our program.  Plans of Study for the individual concentrations are 
unique, but all are interdisciplinary.  For example, several current programs deal with health and public policy, combin-
ing coursework from history and science, economics, sociology, and government.  A burgeoning interest in urban studies 
lately has produced several Special Concentrations, some emphasizing city planning, others leaning toward government 
or economics.  Theater and performance studies continue to be the focus of many Special Concentrations in recent years.  

Special Concentrations represents a small but significant portion of undergraduate concentrators.  It seems best for 
those students who have not only an unusual interest, but who also have a clear grasp of the direction in which they are 
heading.  Although there are exceptions, most successful Special Concentrations applications have been submit-
ted by upperclassmen who have spent one or two terms studying in one of the College’s established concentrations.

Office of Undergraduate Education
oue@fas.harvard.edu

...the special concentration application 
process is complex and requires patience and 

persistence. Finding faculty advisors is essential 
to first hone a plan of study and then help 

closely with the proposal process.”

“

Did You  Know?

specialconcentration.fas.harvard.edu
Division: Any 

Questions?
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tatistics is a relatively young discipline, organized around the rapidly growing body of knowledge about principled 
methods for data collection and data analysis, the making of rational decisions under uncertainty, and the modeling of 
randomness in any quantitative inquiries, including the social, natural, and medical sciences.  Statistics has a theoretical 
core surrounded by a large number of domains of application in fields such as anthropology, astronomy, biology, business, 

chemistry, computer science, economics, education, engineering, environmental sciences, epidemiology, finance, forensic sci-
ence, geophysical sciences, government, history, law, linguistics, mathematics, medicine, physics, population science, psychol-
ogy, sociology, and many others.  A basic goal of the concentration in Statistics is to help students acquire the conceptual, compu-
tational, and mathematical tools for quantifying uncertainty and making sense of complex data arising from many applications 
- including statistically sound ways of collecting such data.  Because Statistics offers an opportunity to branch out and explore a 
variety of areas it appeals to students who wish to acquire core skills while preserving their chance for a broad general education.  
It also appeals to those with strong mathematical interests who enjoy seeing formal argument bear direct fruit in practical use.  

Students may elect one of three paths toward a concentration in statistics.  Two programs of study (the tracks in bioin-
formatics/computational biology and quantitative finance) provide interdisciplinary education in statistics and biology 
or finance.  Students wishing a more flexible program of study typically choose the standard concentration requirements.  

The Bioinformatics and Computational Biology Track in Statistics is aimed at undergraduates with interest in quantitative 
methods and modeling applied to data from the biological and life sciences.  The recent explosion of size and complexity of 
data in the biological and life sciences, such as the human/animal/plants genome projects with gene and protein sequences, has 
motivated the development of new statistical methodologies and models, such as models for gene and protein motifs search, 
phylogenetic reconstruction, and gene expression analysis.  Core requirements in statistics emphasize statistical modeling, es-
pecially as it relates to biological systems.  Additional courses in biology allow students to learn the terminology as well as to 
obtain a strong foundation in molecular and cellular biology, evolutionary biology, or ecology.  The Quantitative Finance Track 
in Statistics is designed as a specialization for concentrators in Statistics with special interest in quantitative issues that arise 
in financial and insurance modeling.  The focus is on the stochastic analysis that is relevant in these fields.  The specific topics 
addressed include statistical inference of stochastic models that arise in financial/insurance modeling as well as computational 
techniques that have become standard in pricing, hedging and risk assessment of complex financial/insurance instruments.

Recent alumni have obtained a wide variety of jobs (espe-
cially in finance, consulting, and tech companies) and gone 
on to a wide variety of graduate programs (especially in 
statistics, biostatistics, and medicine).  

See: stat.harvard.edu/alumni/AB.html for more information.

Students are welcome to consult with any faculty in the 
department. Additional concentration advising is provided by  
the Co-Directors of Undergraduate Studies (Joe Blitzstein, Mi-
chael Parzen), the Assistant DUS (Kevin Rader), and the Stu-
dent Coordinator (Alice Moses, amoses@fas.harvard.edu). 

All of the persons above sign study cards.

…a concentration in Statistics can be 
very flexible. There are many different “tracks” I 

can concentrate in.  I also learned how applicable 
Statistics is to various fields, e.g., finance, 

business, sports management, journalism...”

“

Statistics
Who We  ARE

Science Center 7th floor
1 Oxford St.

617-495-5496
statdept@stat.harvard.edu

S

Advising

Stats Alumni

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...there are 4 roughly defined paths within the 
concentration: Applied (Data Science, 

complements CS), Design (Experimentation 
& Surveying), Finance (taken w/ Econ), and 

Computational Bio (taken w/ Life Sci). ”

“
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Suggested gateway courses

• Statistics 100, Introduction to Quantitative Meth-
ods for the Social Sciences and Humanities (fall)

• Statistics 101, Introduction to Quantitative Meth-
ods for Psychology and the Behavioral Sciences 
(fall)

• Statistics 102, Introduction to Statistics for Life 
Sciences (spring)

• Statistics 104, Introduction to Quantitative Meth-
ods for Economics (each of the four courses Stat 
100, 101, 102, 104 introduces the principles of 
applied statistics, with each emphasizing differ-
ent fields of application) (fall and spring)

• Statistics 110 (fall), Introduction to Probability 
and Statistics 111 (spring), Introduction to Theo-
retical Statistics (these two courses are required 
for the concentration and secondary field, and 
provide a calculus-based foundation in probabili-
ty and statistics)

Joseph Blitzstein* 
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies
blitz@fas.harvard.edu 
617-496-2985

Michael E. Parzen* 
Co-Director of Undergraduate Studies 
mparzen@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-8711

Kevin Rader 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies 
krader@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-5204

Alice Moses
Student Coordinator
amoses@fas.harvard.edu 
617-496-1402

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Concentration provides 
classical and modern methods for 
learning from data and quantifying 
risk, randomness, and uncertainty

New York Times:  
“For Today’s Graduate, 

Just One Word:  Statistics.”

Studying statistics is useful preparation 
for a wide variety of jobs in industry and government 
and for graduate study in many fields. Statistics can 

be applied almost anywhere; to reflect this, the 
concentration allows many opportunities to learn 

about how statistics is used in other fields; by 
definition, statistics should not be studied in isolation

statistics.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Science

Did You  Know?

Explore
Questions?
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Theater, Dance & Media    
(TDM)
Who We  ARE

Farkas Hall                                                                                                                                           
10-12 Holyoke Street                                                                                                             

heater, Dance and Media is Harvard’s newest and 49th con-
centration!  This interdisciplinary undergraduate program, 
which integrates the study of theater, dance and media with 
their practice, responds to both the Report of the Task Force 

on the Arts’ demand “to make the arts an integral part of the cognitive 
life of the university,” as well as to a consistent appeal from students 
over many decades to have a theater major at Harvard.  Drawing on 
the many resources dedicated to the performing arts at the universi-
ty, including the American Repertory Theater, the Theater Collec-
tion of Houghton Library, the Office for the Arts, the Dance Center, 
the Music Department, and the Department of Visual and Environmental Studies (VES), this new concentration offers students 
the opportunity to investigate the myriad ways that theater, dance, and media have been an ever-present part of human life.

Theater and dance are two of the oldest human art forms and are central to cultures around the world.  The inven-
tion of theatrical genres such as tragedy and comedy, the use of masks and different acting and movement techniques, 
and the evolution of theater architecture are major cultural achievements; knowing them is crucial for understand-
ing our past.  These achievements continue to shape our own arts culture, and contemporary artists in theater and dance 
have begun to re-imagine their art forms in a new media environment.  The concentration in Theater, Dance & Me-
dia harnesses these past and present energies to create an integrated course of study for Harvard undergraduates.

In this concentration, experienced professionals from the American Repertory Theater and the Dance Center, as well 
as visiting artists from NYC and elsewhere, teach practice-based courses that introduce students to the rigor and disci-
pline required to master the interlocking techniques out of which theater, dance, and media practices are composed.  Also, 
scholars in various Harvard humanities departments (including, but not limited to, African and African American Stud-
ies, Comparative Literature, English, Folklore and Mythology, History of Art and Architecture, Music, Visual and En-
vironmental Studies) teach courses on the history, theory, and criticism of the performing arts.  Concentrators, there-
fore, engage in a cognitive approach to art making in order to understand both the theory and practice of the performed 
arts, rather than pursuing a conservatory-style of training.  By taking sophomore and junior tutorials that integrate theory 
and practice along with lecture and studio courses that focus on particular aspects of these theatrical forms, students ac-
tively engage in all aspects of theater, dance, and media production, working with scholars and professionals in all areas.

T

Suggested gateway courses

Students who wish to explore Theater, Dance & 
Media may want to try one of several TDM prac-
tice-based courses listed in the course catalog, or one 
of the scholarly courses cross-listed under Theater, 
Dance & Media.  

Freshman Seminars are also an excellent way of be-
ing introduced to the field: FS 35n The Art and Craft 
of Acting; FS 34v Broadway Musicals: History and 
Performance; FS 35w Sex, Gender, Shakespeare; or 
FS32v The Art of Storytelling.

Explore

The concentration in Theater, 
Dance & Media harnesses these 
past and present energies to create 
an integrated course of study for 
Harvard undergraduates.

“

”
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Did You  Know?

drama.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

The Director of Undergraduate Studies will assign each 
in-coming student two faculty members as advisors, one fo-
cusing on theater practice and one on the critical and histor-
ical aspects of the discipline.  These advisors will guide stu-
dents through the concentration, helping them make decisions 
about course selection, sequence and distribution.  Together 
with the Director of Undergraduate Studies, the concentra-
tion advisors support students in developing a coherent course 
of study that is suited to each student’s goals and interests.  

Advising
Deborah Foster 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
dfoster@fas.harvard.edu 

Emily Warshaw
Department Administrator
ewarshaw@fas.harvard.edu

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Questions?

The theater community at Harvard has 
always been robust, presenting over sixty 

productions a year through such organizations 
the Harvard-Radcliffe Dramatic Club (HRDC), the 

Hasty Pudding Theatricals, the Harvard-
Radcliffe Gilbert & Sullivan Players, BlackCast, 

Lowell House Opera, and Dunster House Opera.  
The new concentration in Theater, Dance & Media 

looks forward to working with these 
motivated student organizations, sharing 

talent and resources.

Farkas Hall, ancestral home of the 
Hasty Pudding Theatricals and named 
in recognition of the generosity of 

alumnus Andrew L. Farkas ’82, is the new 
home for the concentration in Theater, 

Dance & Media.  This historic building on 
Holyoke Street houses a state-of-the-art 

theater, a studio and large seminar room, 
prop and electrical shops, and 

TDM concentration offices. 

Each year, the Faculty Committee 
on Theater, Dance & Media invites 
proposals from theater artists and 

scholars to teach courses at Harvard. 
These visiting artists bring astounding 

talent to the University to work 
directly with our undergraduates.

The Faculty Committee on Theater, Dance & Media includes faculty from 
African and African American Studies, English, Folklore and Mythology, Music, 
Romance Languages and Literature, Slavic Languages and Literatures, Visual 

and Environmental Studies, Women and Gender Studies, as well as the 
American Repertory Theater.

The Harvard Theatre Collection, which 
was founded in 1901 through the efforts of 
Professor George Pierce Baker, was the first 
collection of its kind to be established in this 
country, and it stands as one of the largest 
performing arts collections in the world.  A 
department of the Houghton Library, the 
Theatre Collection is located on the main 
floor of the Nathan Marsh Pusey Library, 

which is situated in Harvard Yard adjacent 
to Widener Library.
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isual and Environmental Studies (VES) is the cur-
ricular home of studio arts, photography, film-
making, film studies, environmental studies, 
video art and performance, and critical theory. 

The department is unique in the way it fosters dialogue 
among makers, critics, and theorists.  Its faculty compris-
es individuals working and teaching in all of these modes.  

Working closely with faculty VES concentrators gain an under-
standing of art and expression through both study and practice. 
The curriculum engages both practical and theoretical aspects 
of digital media, drawing, film, painting, performance, photog-
raphy, printmaking, sculpture, sound, video, and writing. The 
modes of teaching combine the intensity of conservatory pro-
grams with the broad intellectual aims of a liberal arts college.  

Within VES, each course of study has slightly different re-
quirements. These have been selected so that students will 
encounter several broad areas of concern. In film and stu-
dio arts, concentrators work toward comprehensive ac-
complishment in their chosen area while simultaneously 
exploring a variety of other practices and studying related 
history and theory. In film studies, students explore ways 
of understanding the theory and history of the moving im-
age. In Environmental studies, students embark on an 
analysis of the built environment, design and urbanism.

Upon graduation, concentrators in VES enter a wide vari-
ety of fields. Some pursue careers as artists or filmmakers 
while others go into media and communications. Among 
the graduate schools to which VES concentrators are admit-
ted are schools of architecture, art, film, and photography, 
as well as programs in liberal arts, medicine, and business.

Suggested gateway courses

First year
VES 10-69; Students interested in the studio area 
should take an introductory studio art course in ad-
vance of their application.

Students who want to focus on film, video or anima-
tion should take a beginning course in one of these 
areas (including photography) in advance of their 
application. These courses are generally numbered 
VES 40-69.

Second year
VES 50, Introduction to Nonfiction Filmmaking. This 
year- long introductory film course is usually taken 
by students in their sophomore year. Typically, any 
double-digit course is appropriate as a gateway course 
for first and second year students. 

Students interested in the area of film studies should 
take an introductory class in the history and theory 
of cinema. Appropriate introductory courses include: 
VES 70, The Art of Film, VES 71, Silent Cinema, 
VES 72, Sound Cinema and VES 73, Exploring Cul-
ture Through Film

New concentrators are assigned a faculty member in the 
department when they declare, though “nuts and bolts” ad-
vising (about course requirements, etc.) is generally pro-
vided by the Director of Undergraduate Studies (Ruth 
Lingford) and the Manager of Academic Programs (Pau-
la Soares). Paula welcomes drop-ins to her office (Car-
penter Center 102) or appointments made in advance.

Visual & Environmental 
Studies (VES)
Who We  ARE

Carpenter Center                               
for the Visual Arts
24 Quincy St.

617-495-3251

V

Advising

Explore
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Besides going on to become filmmakers and visual artists,
VES alums put their visual skills to work as curators, gal-
lerists, educators, studio executives. Some, by embarking 
on further graduate studies, practice law or medicine. Many, 
however, go on to work in explicitly visual fields. VES 
graduates have won Academy Awards as well as top prizes 
at the Locarno, Sundance and Tribeca Film Festivals, while 
others have had their work exhibited in some of the world’s 
most prestigious venues, such as the Whitney Biennial, the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, and the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum of Art. Our graduates often seek project-based profes-
sions that call for innovative thinking and collaborative effort.

Ruth Lingford* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
lingford@fas.harvard.edu

Paula Soares* 
Manager of Academic Programs/Advisor
Secondary Field Contact
soares@fas.harvard.edu
617-496-4469

 *Study abroad credit contact 

…even as someone with almost no 
experience in film or VES in general, it is still 

a viable option to concentrate or do a 
secondary in VES.”

“

VES is the only department that offers 
practice-based art making and film/video 
production courses Courses in studio and 

production are limited to 10 or 12 students; 
professors are practicing artists and 

filmmakers from all over the US and abroad.

The Concentrators have the choice of doing a senior 
thesis, which may be written or may consist of a 

practice-based project. Thesis students are given a 
generous budget and studio

space if required.

VES studio arts classes are housed in the 
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, the only 
building in North America designed by Swiss 
architect Le Corbusier and dedicated to the 
synthesis of art, design and education. The 

Carpenter Center hosts the renowned Harvard 
Film Archive and an innovative program of 

public events and exhibitions of 
contemporary art. 

Top priority for making and production 
courses is given to concentrators and 
pre-concentrators who are exploring 

the idea of concentrating in VES. 
However, many students who are not 
VES concentrators do take courses in 

the department each term.

Did You  Know?

ves.fas.harvard.edu

Division: Arts and 
Humanities

VES Alumni
Questions?

...the senior thesis for a concentrator in VES 
can be a thoroughly enriching creative experience, 
and skills from VES can be useful in many different 

ways and areas after graduation. Also, the 
interconnectedness of the classes allows students 

to synthesize different skills in new ways.

At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

“

”
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he study of gender and sexuality has long constituted a 
vibrant and engaging arena for interdisciplinary work 
and intellectual inquiry. At the heart of this field is the 
assertion that gender and sexuality are fundamental 

categories of social organization and power that are insepara-
ble from race, ethnicity, class, nationality, and other categories 
of difference. The concentration in Women, Gender, and Sexu-
ality Studies (WGS) brings together a wide range of academic 
fields in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences (includ-
ing history, literature, visual studies, anthropology, sociolo-
gy, political science, psychology, and biology, to name just a 
few). As an interdisciplinary field of study, WGS pays close 
attention to how social norms have changed over time and 
how they vary across cultures. The concentration also actively 
investigates the ways in which ideas about gender and sexuali-
ty have shaped public policy, civil rights, health care, religion, 
education and the law, as well as the depiction of women and 
men in art, literature, and the popular media. WGS courses 
are characterized by a strong commitment to critical thinking, 
as well as a spirit of open and sustained intellectual inquiry. 

WGS Alumnae/i have pursued a variety of career paths, 
including medicine, teaching, art, law, publishing, pub-
lic service, and academia, but what unites them is a de-
mand for critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  

For a closer look at what Alumnae/i have done with their 
WGS degrees, visit our Alumnae/i page, linked from 

wgs.fas.harvard.edu

Suggested gateway courses

Any General Education Course offered by WGS fac-
ulty; Any other topical course in WGS listed as 1100 
or 1200 level. See the WGS website for up-to-date list 
of courses.

Fall
• SWGS 1200. Power to the People: Black Power, 

radical Feminism, and Gay Liberation
• SWGS 1218. Women in American Medicine 

(New Course)
• SWGS 1225. Leaning in, Hooking Up: Visions 

of Feminism and Femininity in the 21st Century 
(New Course)

• SWGS 1237. LGBT Literature
• SWGS 1253. Sexual Health and Reproductive 

Justice
• SWGS 1258. Friends with Benefits?
• SWGS 1271. Women and War: Gender, Race, 

and the Politics of Militarism

Spring
• SWGS 1127. Beyond the Sound Bite
• SWGS 1257. Gender, Biology, and the Body 

(New Course)
• SWGS 1272. Global Reproductive Health 

Concentration advising is provided by the Director of Under-
graduate Studies (DUS; Caroline Light) and the Assistant Di-
rector of Undergraduate Studies (ADUS; Linda Schlossberg). 
Sophomores are welcome to work with both of these advisors. 
Juniors typically work with the DUS; seniors, with the ADUS.

Women, Gender &         
Sexuality Studies (WGS)

Boylston Hall, Ground Floor 
5 Harvard Yard

617-495-9199
wgs@fas.harvard.edu 

Who We  ARE
T

Explore

Advising

WGS Alumni
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...the goal of the WGS department is not to 
find an answer to every question on gender, 

sexuality, etc.; rather, the department wants to 
engage its students in such a way that they keep 

questioning and complicating their own 
preconceived notions about these sensitive topics.”

“

Caroline Light* 
Director of Undergraduate Studies
Secondary Field Contact
clight@fas.harvard.edu

Linda Schlossberg
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies
Secondary Field Contact
schloss@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-3855

Christianna Morgan
Department Administrator            
morgan@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-9931   

 *Study abroad credit contact 

Our students have joint 
concentrated with a wide range of 

concentrations, including Social Studies, English 
and American Literature, Human Developmental 
and Regenerative Biology, Statistics, African and 
African-American Studies, Sociology, History and 
Literature, Romance Languages and Literature, 

East Asian Languages and Cultures, Religion, 
Government, History of Science, and Visual 

and Environmental Studies. 

Most WGS courses are 
conducted as seminars, with 

close individual attention 
from faculty

Opportunities to 
conduct original 

research

All General Education 
courses offered through 
the WGS Program double 
count for credit toward 
the WGS Concentration 

or Secondary Field

Program 
actively 

welcomes 
joint 

concentrators

Concentrators in WGS 
receive the intellectual and 

personal rewards of studying in a 
program where “everyone knows your name” 

and your specific academic interests are 
taken seriously

All WGS concentrators 
receive individual advising from 

the Director and Assistant 
Director of Studies

Can combine a 
WGS degree with 

any Secondary Field 
at the College

Small concentration 
with an atmosphere of 
intellectual passion and 
openness and a strong 

sense of community

Did You  Know?

Division: Social Sciences
wgs.fas.harvard.edu

Questions?At AdvisingFortnight I 
      learned...

...WGS is an nterdisciplinary field with lots 
of passionate, knowledgeable professors and 

students. There are many course opportunities.”
“
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Secondary Fields
In addition to offering concentrations, many Harvard departments also offer students the option of pursuing a less intensive 
structured course of study: secondary fields. Secondaries may be of especial interest to students whose elective course choic-
es cluster in a particular field of study, providing them with an opportunity to explore an intellectual passion in greater depth. 
Secondary fields are entirely optional. For a complete listing of secondary fields and their requirements, go to the undergradu-
ate Handbook for Students. A few secondary fields do not have affiliated concentrations:

• Celtic Languages and Literatures
• Ethnicity, Migration, Rights (EMR)
• Global Health and Health Policy (GHHP)
• Medieval Studies
• Microbial Sciences
• Mind, Brain, and Behavior (MBB)
• Regional Studies—Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia (REECA)

Profiles of these secondary fields appear in the pages that follow. One additional secondary field – 

Energy & Environment is affiliated with the Environmental Science and Public Policy concentration, and is is also profiled in 
this guide.
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Celtic Languages & Literatures 
(Secondary Field)

Harvard is the only university in the United States where you 
can explore the culture, literature, history and languages of all 
the Celtic-speaking peoples. A secondary field in Celtic will 
introduce you to a vibrant and varied subject that encompass-
es literatures and languages from medieval to contemporary. 
Some students take a broad interest in the Celtic cultures, oth-
ers in Celtic folklore and mythology, and some in the Celtic 
languages and literatures of Ireland, Scotland, or Wales. We 
teach some of the classics of the Celtic literatures in English 
translation but we also offer instruction in the original linguisti-
cally-significant languages, both medieval and modern. These 
languages now receive unparalleled support in their home 
countries, making this an ideal, vital, and exciting time to en-
gage with them. Irish literature with its tales of kings, heroes, 
saints and fantastical beings is the oldest vernacular literature 
in Western Europe. The Welsh poetic tradition encompasses 
heroic deeds, loss and lament, romantic love and the beauties 
of the natural world in patterns of fascinating complexity, and 
Welsh stories are some of the earliest in which King Arthur ap-
pears. Scotland’s Gaelic folklore tradition is considered to be 
the ‘finest flower of West- ern Europe’. With courses on topics 
as diverse as Celtic Saints and The Hero of Irish Myth and 
Saga, we have courses for every interest in the Celtic world.

Several of our Secondary 
Fielders have been award-
ed Fulbright or Mitchell 
scholarships to allow them 
to pursue further study 
in Celtic in Europe. Oth-
ers are pursuing gradu-
ate degrees in their fields 
of concentration, including evolutionary biology, neu-
roscience, and engineering, but treasure their  on-
going connection to our departmental community.  

Suggested gateway courses:

Courses such as ‘The Celts: People or Myth?’ or 
‘Celtic Mythology’ provide excellent gateways to the 
study of Celtic. Our departmental site details a num-
ber of suggested ‘sample tracks’ for those pursuing a 
secondary field in Celtic.
These tracks include Celtic Cultures, Irish Language 
and Literature, Welsh Language and Literature, Celtic 
Folklore and Mythology, and Irish Language.

For those interested in beginning study of one of the 
modern languages explore these sites:
• learngaelic.net (for Scottish Gaelic)
• saysomethinginwelsh.com (for Welsh)
• gaeilge.ie (for Irish)

You are very welcome to attend our annual Harvard 
Celtic Colloquium, a truly international three-day 
conference. You are also invited to attend both our 
regular departmental seminar series and our social 
gatherings.

Catherine McKenna
Department Chair    
cmkenna@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-1206

Mary Violette
Department Administrator 
violette@fas.harvard.edu
617-495-1206

Warren House
11 Prescott St.        617-495-1206 celtic.fas.harvard.edu

The study of Irish, 
Welsh, or Scottish Gaelic 

satisfies the language requirement 
(2 four-credit courses)

Classes in Celtic are 
traditionally small, and there 

is a strong sense of community 
among undergraduates, 

graduate students and faculty

Undergraduates 
are welcome to take 
courses in Celtic at 

the 100 and 200 levels 
without pursuing a 

Secondary
Field

Celtic is a truly 
interdisciplinary 
field of study 

since we encompass 
history, literature, 
linguistics, visual 
culture and many 
other disciplines

Students need no 
previous knowledge 
of the field before 

beginning study here 
in the department

Secondary Fielders 
in Celtic have included 

concentrators in a 
wide range of fields

We take pride in 
the proven excellence of our 

teaching, and flexibility is at the 
core of our programs, allowing 

us to nurture the particular 
interests of students

Who We  ARE Explore

Celtic Alumni

Questions?

Did You  Know?
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The energy-environment challenge is a defining issue of our 
time, and one of Harvard’s greatest contributions to meeting 
that challenge will be the education of a new generation of 
leaders in science, business, law, design, and public service.  To 
this end, the Environmental Science and Public Policy (ESPP) 
program, in coordination with the Harvard University Center 
for the Environment (HUCE), is pleased to offer the secondary 
field in Energy and Environment (E&E).  Through coursework 
and a colloquium, students engaged in the E&E secondary field 
will increase their exposure to, and literacy in, the interdisci-
plinary nature of issues related to energy and the environment. 

In the context of the E&E secondary field, ‘Energy’ re-
fers to the production, distribution, and use of energy by 
individuals and society for a variety of purposes. This in-
cludes the various technologies, policies, and challenges 
associated with meeting increasing global energy demands. 
‘Environment’ refers to the understanding of the relation-
ships and balances of the natural and constructed world 
at multiple scales, including how anthropogenic activities 
and policies affect the intimate relationship between en-
ergy demand, environmental quality, and climate change.   

Students from a wide range of concentrations, including the 
humanities, are invited to participate in the program to ex-
plore how different disciplinary perspectives on energy and 
environment intersect and inform one another.  For example, 
a student concentrating in English may wish to increase their 
knowledge of the environment and energy from the perspec-
tives of environmental literature or history. A student studying 
global health may want to better understand the impacts of cli-
mate change on water resources, nutrition, and human health.  
Or, a student in the physical sciences may want to expand 
their training by improving their understanding of climate dy-
namics and energy production to support their interest in ma-
terials science and energy storage.  All participating students 
share exposure to the core issues related to climate change, 
the consequences of energy choices, and changes in our phys-
ical and biological environment, preparing them to make 
informed professional and personal decisions about some 
of the most pressing societal challenges of the 21st century.  

Students choose one foundational course from the 
following options, which include content related to 
both energy and environment: 
• SPU 25. Energy: Perspectives, Problems and 

Prospects (M. McElroy)
• SPU 29. The Climate-Energy Challenge (D. 

Schrag)
• SPU 31. Energy Resources and the Environment 

(J. Shaw)
• SLS 22. Human Influences on Life in the Sea (R. 

Woollacott, J. McCarthy)
• ESPP 11. Sustainable Development (W. Clark)
• ES 6. Environmental Science and Technology (C. 

Vecitis)

Paul Moorcroft
Head Tutor
paul_moorcroft@harvard.edu

Eric Simms
Program Administrator
esimms@fas.harvard.edu

Advising in the secondary is provided by the Program Ad-
ministrator (Eric Simms) and the Head Tutor for Envi-
ronmental Science and Public Policy (Paul Moorcroft).

Students from all 
concentrations, including the 

humanities, are invited to 
participate in the program

E&E is closely aligned 
with the Environmental 

Science and Public Policy 
(ESPP) concentration, 

both of which are 
administered by the 
Harvard University 

Center for the 
Environment

Students interact closely with 
Harvard faculty who are conducting 

leading research in the areas of 
energy and the environment

Energy & Environment (E&E)    
(Secondary Field) Harvard University Center for the Environment

24 Oxford Street, 3rd Floor         espp.fas.harvard.edu/energy-environment

Who We  ARE Explore

Advising
Questions?

Did You  Know?
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The Standing Committee on Ethnicity, Migration, Rights 
(EMR) focuses on the closely linked areas of ethnicity, migra-
tion, indigeneity, and human rights to provide curricular and 
co-curricular enrichment for Harvard College students.  The 
committee serves as a clearinghouse for courses giving atten-
tion to fluid group boundaries that emerge nationally and inter-
nationally within contexts of forced and voluntary migration. 
Questions of rights and specifically human rights—including 
political, legal, cultural, and economic rights—occupy an im-
portant position within studies of shifting ethnic landscapes. 

EMR is charged with expanding offerings regarding ethnic 
communities within the United States, with particular atten-
tion to Asian American, Latino, and Native American topics.  
At the same time, many offerings listed by the committee 
are broadly comparative and international in their content.

EMR offers two secondary field pathways, one in Eth-
nicity, Migration, Rights and one in Latino Studies. 

Courses in EMR are taught by faculty from across the dis-
ciplines in FAS as well as at other Harvard schools and 
draw on materials from the social sciences and human-
ities.  The Committee also offers a secondary concentration.

Suggested gateway courses:

Several designated courses serve as “Portal Courses” 
to the field of EMR.  Portal Courses are taught by 
faculty with expertise in one or more areas across eth-
nicity, migration, and human rights.  Portal Courses 
may be taken at any time in pursuit of the secondary 
field and are wonderful gateways to further study in 
EMR.       

Portal Courses:
• English 68. Migrations: American Immigrant 

Literature
• Music 97c. Music in Cross-Cultural Perspective
• Societies of the World 30. Montezuma’s Mexico: 

Then and Now (2012)!
• Societies of the World 44. Human Trafficking, 

Slavery and Abolition in the Modern World
• United States in the World 15. Is the American 

Racial Order Being Transformed?

For a complete listing of EMR courses, including ad-
ditional courses in the Program on General Education, 
go to emr.fas.harvard.edu.
 
Students interested in EMR may also want to attend 
some of our public events.  The Committee hosts a 
discussion series in the undergraduate houses called 
“Ask Big Questions.”  These events are led by faculty 
who facilitate discussion around some of the “big 
questions” that students encounter through study in 
EMR.  Additionally, EMR hosts lectures and outreach 
events throughout the year.  Visit the EMR website 
for access to the events calendar or to sign up for the 
email list.

Ethnicity, Migration, Rights (EMR)   
(Secondary Field) 2 Arrow Street, Room 431        617-495-4048                emr.fas.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE Explore

Alumni in EMR are equipped to work in a diverse, globalized, 
multicultural world.  They understand how human groups often 
divide along lines of ethnicity.  They also appreciate the impact of 
migration on ethnicity as well as its frequent connection to rights.  

Former students have pursued a variety of interests af-
ter graduation.  Some alumni have gone on to study inter-
national peace processes, to teach in developing areas of 
the world, and to work with Ameri-corps in underprivi-
leged communities in the United States.  Alumni have pur-
sued roles in the business, legal, and financial sectors as 
well.  Studies related to EMR also provide a broad, criti-
cal background for graduate studies across the disciplines.  

EMR offers students a great amount of flexibility to tailor the 
program to fit their career and life goals.

EMR Alumni

Tessa Lowinske Desmond
Program Administrator & 
Academic Advisor
tessa_desmond@harvard.edu
617-495-4048

Questions?
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More than 30 faculty are 
involved in EMR at Harvard, many of whom are 

invested in working with and mentoring students.  
Students interested in meeting with faculty 

mentors may contact an academic 
advisor to facilitate such 

connections

More than a secondary 
field, EMR hosts events, awards 
grants, and builds community 

among students and faculty on 
campus.  Students are encouraged 

to stay involved and to take 
leadership roles within 

the Committee

EMR is a secondary field, 
which complements a wide range 
of fields of study.  Students from 
disciplines as diverse as applied 

mathematics, neurobiology, social studies, 
and literature have pursued the 
secondary concentration in EMR

The EMR course listing includes 
more than seventy courses from across 
the College and other Harvard schools.  
Some students have found that pursuing 
the EMR secondary concentration has 

helped them select a primary 
concentration or future plan for 
graduate study because the course 
list draws from many disciplinary 

perspectives

EMR is newly renamed and was formerly known as 
Ethnic Studies.  The new name reflects changes in the 
way that scholars and students are studying ethnicity, 

migration, and human rights

Did You  Know?

Ethnicity, Migration, Rights (EMR)   
(Secondary Field)          continued...
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The incidence and meaning of disease and injury, the quali-
ty and cost of health care services to prevent and treat those 
diseases and injuries, the variable access of citizens to those 
services, the role of government and politics in the provi-
sion and regulation of health care – these fundamental is-
sues and many more are central concerns of health policy 
both in the United States and abroad. Indeed, health care af-
fects the life of every individual, whether through treatment 
of illness, financing of public and private health insurance, 
care of vulnerable populations, education about the health 
risks and benefits of behaviors that affect health, or adop-
tion of regulations to reduce exposure to toxic environments.  

A secondary field in Global Health and Health Policy could 
explore any of these topics within the United States or across 
the world, moving into such themes as: accountability and 
governance (the role of the state versus transnational organi-
zations and corporations in global health); the relevance and 
morality of global socioeconomic inequality in health; the risk 
of pandemic diseases and their economic and psychological 
impact on populations; the consequences of political change 
in a country’s health; and the challenges resulting from com-
plex emergencies and vulnerable populations in fragile states.

The natural sciences, the social sciences, and the human-
ities all contribute to the study of global health and health 
policy. Harvard offers many different perspectives and 
programs concerning health. Students may explore as-
pects of health care, health policy, and health science 
through many perspectives, approaches and subject matter.

Our alumni pursue a wide range of careers. Many go on to medical school or research positions, but oth-
ers establish careers in public health, consulting, and politics, as well as in the financial, business, and legal fields. 
Some of our most recent graduates hold the following positions: fellow at a state department of public health 
AIDS initiative, fellow at CMS Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation, teacher at Teach for America, 
analyst at a biotech start-up, research coordinator for the epidemiology department of a major university, co-founder/
CEO of a nonprofit dedicated to water security in Uganda, and senior analyst at a well-known healthcare consulting firm.

The GHHP secondary field is flexible and allows you to tailor your program to your individual interests and goals. 
Our graduated students tell us that GHHP prepared them for cross-disciplinary thinking and critical analysis, and 
feel the research and application skills they gained translate well across professional fields and graduate study dis-
ciplines. If you would like to discuss how GHHP might fit in with your own career options, please come speak with us.

Suggested gateway courses:

GHHP designates a handful of courses as foundation-
al courses. Foundational courses are good gateways to 
further study in GHHP but may be taken at any time 
in pursuit of the secondary field: 

• Societies of the World 24: Global Health Chal-
lenges: Complexities of Evidence-Based Policy

• Societies of the World 25: Case Studies in Global 
Health: Biosocial Perspectives

• United States in the World 11: American Health 
Care Policy 

[Note: Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning 20: 
The Business and Politics of Health substitutes as 
a foundational course in years when USW 11 is not 
offered]

Freshman seminars also offer a path to exploring 
GHHP.  There are many health-related ones that 
satisfy GHHP distributional requirements.

Global Health & Health Policy 
(GHHP)         (Secondary Field)

14 Story Street, 4th Floor         ghhp.globalhealth.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE

GHHP Alumni

Explore
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David Cutler
Faculty Chair
dcutler@fas.harvard.edu

Debbie Whitney
Executive Director
deborah_whitney@harvard.edu

Christy Colburn
Senior Program Coordinator
christy_colburn@harvard.edu

We provide students 
an opportunity to connect the 

knowledge and skills learned in the 
classroom to real-world complexities. 

Students in any year can work on some of 
the world’s most critical problems by 
taking part in more than 70 summer 
internships in the U.S. and abroad

In addition to one foundational four-
credit course, students take three four-credit 
courses from within two thematic areas and 

also complete a research requirement

We give students the opportunity 
to receive one-on-one mentorship and do 
independent research with top faculty 

members. GHHP awards 10-12 grants each 
year to rising seniors to conduct research 

related to their senior thesis, in the 
US and/or abroad

The GHHP program is truly 
interdisciplinary and complements many 

fields of study; we welcome students from any 
concentration. Our course listings include more 
than 120 classes from across the College and 

other Harvard Schools and represent the array 
of perspectives on global health topics

GHHP is a community: 
we host events and 

programs, award grants, 
advise and celebrate our 

students, and engage 
with our alumni

Faculty affiliated with 
GHHP include members from the 

School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, Harvard Medical School, 
Harvard School of Public Health, 

and Harvard Kennedy School

Questions?

Did You  Know?

Global Health & Health Policy  
(GHHP)      (Secondary Field)     continued...
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The Committee on Medieval Studies is an interdisciplinary 
group of faculty whose teaching and research focus on the 
“Middle Ages”, a thousand-year-long period of European, 
Near Eastern, and North African history and culture spanning 
the period between “Antiquity” (c. 1000 BCE -500 CE) and 
“Modernity” (c. 1500 CE on). Those who considered them-
selves “modern” came to view the medieval period conde-
scendingly, associating it with a small number of basic themes 
and images such as heroism and chivalry, courtly love, feu-
dal society, religious fervor, and repression. Of course, all of 
these are stereotypes which tell us far more about “modernity” 
than they do about the period itself, which profoundly shaped 
Western as well as global society as we know it today. While 
learning about the vast and varied period known as the Mid-
dle Ages offers a unique and valuable perspective on mod-
ern history and culture, it also teaches us how people who 
are so much like us in so many ways can nonetheless live 
in a world that is unutterably different. Studying the Middle 
Ages allows you to see the many different ways in which hu-
man societies function, invent, create, believe, and interact. 
The Middle Ages is both “us” and “not us,” at once part of 
our collective heritage and something very, very different.

Medieval Studies is an exciting and wide-ranging area of 
study, and the secondary field is designed to immerse Har-
vard students in the richness, variety, and complexity of me-
dieval societies. In addition to one foundational four-credit 
course, which can be taken in any discipline, students take 
four more advanced courses, which expose them to the var-
ious disciplines comprising Medieval Studies. While some 
of these courses teach or require specialist skills, most are 
intended to be accessible to any interested student, what-
ever his or her field of specialization. Those wishing to 
make Medieval Studies the focus of their concentration are 
encouraged to consider the “Medieval World” field with-
in History and Literature, a collaborative program of study 
emphasizing the cross-disciplinary and cross-regional in-
vestigation of medieval societies, polities, and cultures.

Suggested gateway courses:
Making the Middle Ages (Culture and Belief 51) of-
fers a general introduction to the cultures and beliefs 
of medieval Europe through an object-centered study 
of medieval artifacts and cultural productions, invit-
ing students to explore the interdisciplinary field of 
Medieval Studies and introducing them to how we 
might tease ideas out of the remnants of past societies.

Authority and Invention: Medieval Art and Architec-
ture (Medieval Studies 107) investigates a series of 
masterworks of art and architecture in western Eu-
rope from the decline of Rome to the dawn of the 
Italian Renaissance,  focusing on the creative tension 
between the impulse to originality and the authori-
ty of classical models in the search for new art forms.

The Byzantine Empire (History 1035) brings to life 
the greatest empire you’ve probably never heard of: 
the Byzantine (Eastern Roman) empire, which out-
lived the fall of Rome by a thousand years. This 
course traces Byzantium’s history between 600 and 
1453 CE, revealing how it preserved the institutions 
and politics of imperial Rome, transformed them 
to face new realities and demands, and in the pro-
cess created a great new Mediterranean civilization.

From Type to Self in the Middle Ages (Literature 157) 
investigates the meaning of the poetic “I” in premod- 
ern literatures by analyzing medieval and early mod-
ern autobiographical writing, ranging from spiritual 
autobiographies (Augustine, Margery Kempe, Teresa 
of Ávila) to letter collections, maqama literature, trou-
badour lyric, Hispano-Jewish poetry, pilgrimage nar-
ratives, medieval allegories, and the picaresque novel.

Many of Harvard’s study abroad programs offer the 
chance to explore the vestiges of medieval society in 

Europe, Africa, and the Middle East

Studying the 
Middle Ages at Harvard 
extends well beyond the 

classroom

Students are encouraged to attend a wealth of pre-
sentations, workshops, and symposia by world-re-
nowned scholars on Harvard’s campus as well as 

at Dumbarton Oaks, Harvard’s center for Byzantine 
and Pre-Columbian studies in Washington, D.C.

Students are 
encouraged 
to  share the 

results 
of their own 
research in 
a lunchtime 

lecture series

Students can serve 
on the editorial board of 

Sententiae, Harvard’s 
peer -reviewed 
undergraduate 

Medieval Studies journal

Sean Gilsdorf
Program Administrator and 
Undergraduate Advisor
gilsdorf@fas.harvard.edu

Nicholas Watson
Chair, Committee on  
Medieval Studies
mwatson@fas.harvard.edu

Medieval Studies       (Secondary Field)
Barker Center  medieval@fas.harvard.edu
12 Quincy Street        617-496-5857         medieval.fas.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE Explore

Questions?Did You  Know?
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Microbial sciences is an interdisciplinary approach to study-
ing the impact of microbes at scales from global ecosystems 
down to single-celled microenvironments. The academ-
ic program emphasizes the joint study of species diversity, 
metabolic function, geochemical impact, and medical and 
pharmaceutical applications of microbial sciences. Faculty 
affiliated with the Microbial Sciences Initiative (MSI) in-
clude members from Molecular and Cellular Biology, Or-
ganismic and Evolutionary Biology, Earth and Planetary 
Sciences, Chemistry and Chemical Biology, the School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences, Harvard Medical School, 
Harvard School of Public Health, and the Forsyth Institute. 

• Check out the MSI website: msi.harvard.edu
• Join the MSI email list: msi.harvard.edu/misc/

listserv.html
• Attend a Friday chalk-talk breakfast or Thursday     

seminar: msi.harvard.edu/events/events.html
• Apply for an MSI Summer Fellowship:                         

msi.harvard.edu/undergraduates/undergrad_re-
search_fellowship

Karen Lachmayr
MSI Executive Director
klachmay@fas.harvard.edu

The MSI secondary field 
is intended to provide a strong 
foundation in interdisciplinary 

microbial sciences to students who have 
sufficient preparation in other natural 
sciences, mathematics, or engineering

Students are encouraged 
to be active participants in the MSI 

community.  Participating in MSI events 
and activities provides opportunities 
to connect with graduate students, 

post-docs, and members of the faculty

An important aspect 
of the MSI secondary field is 
the laboratory component, 
which provides hands-on 

experiential learning to all 
students

The MSI curriculum is intended to 
be interdisciplinary; 
• not be specifically biomedical; and 
• incorporate elements from physical sciences 

as well as life sciences 

Microbial Sciences     (Secondary Field)
Vanserg Bldg., Room 118    
25 Francis Ave                  617-496-1008                msi.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE Explore

Questions?

Did You  Know?
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Knowledge about mind, brain, and behavior has expanded 
exponentially in recent years. We have experienced a grow-
ing excitement about the possibility that complex domains 
of mental function and behavior will soon be susceptible to 
scientific elucidation. Important findings have arisen from 
traditional disciplines of inquiry, and indeed these traditional 
disciplines have proven remarkably successful at expanding 
knowledge. These successes, however, also bring into relief 
the limits of disciplinary inquiry, and the critical importance 
of interdisciplinary links and developments, bringing to the 
fore new technologies and theories. The Mind/Brain/Be-
havior Interfaculty Initiative (MBB) was established twen-
ty years ago to help bring the perspectives of neuroscience 
into sustained and constructive dialogue with those of oth-
er natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities.

In its undergraduate programs, MBB brings together a di-
verse group of faculty from Harvard’s different schools 
and disciplines, and has taken advantage of the intellectual 
innovations possible in new combinations of these tradi-
tional disciplines. In addition to the MBB tracks that allow 
students to integrate the study of mind/brain/behavior with 
their concentration studies and pursue a research focus to 
their studies, MBB offers a secondary field for students from 
any concentration who may wish to integrate their MBB 
interests with their concentration but without a research fo-
cus, or who may wish to study mind/brain/behavior large-
ly independently from their concentration. We welcome 
students from any concentration to our secondary field.

• Science of Living Systems 20: Psychological 
Science (recommended freshman year)

• MCB 80: Neurobiology of Behavior               
(recommended sophomore year)

We recommend that students take SLS 20, Psycho-
logical Science, in their first year. SLS 20 serves as an 
introduction to both psychology and mind/brain/be-
havior. and is also a requirement for the MBB second-
ary field. We realize that a number of students defer 
SLS 20 until their sophomore year. That is usually 
fine, and you’re welcome to check in with us if your 
schedule does not allow you to take an MBB-related 
course as a first-year.

Beyond the classroom, we offer several ways to learn 
about and take part in MBB. See our website 
(mbb.harvard.edu) for information on all things 
MBB. We also email newsletters several times each 
semester with information about upcoming events, 
program updates, and research opportunities. You can 
join our emailing list on the front page of our website.

MBB holds several public events each year, including 
talks by distinguished Harvard and visiting lecturers. 
It holds an interdisciplinary symposium specifically 
for undergraduates early each year. And it works 
closed with the undergraduate student organiza-
tion the Harvard Society for Mind/Brain/Behavior 
(HSMBB), which is very active and holds a large 
number of talks, informal conversations, and sympo-
siums with faculty and researchers from a wide ranges 
of MBB areas. The HSMBB website is hcs.harvard.
edu/~hsmbb and its Facebook page is facebook.com/
HSMBB; to join its email list, go to lists.hcs.harvard.
edu/mailman/listinfo/hsmbb-list.

We very much welcome undergraduates to our large 
events and strongly encourage students exploring 
MBB to check out the great activities HSMBB offers.

Mind, Brain & Behavior (MBB)   
(Secondary Field) Mind Brain Behavior Interfaculty Initiative 

275 William James Hall, Room 841, 33 Kirkland St.               mbb.harvard.edu

Who We  ARE
Explore

MBB can be a strong component of a 21st century liberal arts 
education, and as such can help prepare students for any of 
the professions. MBB students usually pursue professions 
common to their home concentration. Medical and research 
careers are the most common, but other MBB students have 
gone into the other professions (for example, MBB second-
ary students who are economic concentrators often go into 
finance), and the first MBB graduate became a jazz musi-
cian. Your study of MBB need not relate to your career in-
terests, but if you would like to discuss how MBB and your 
career options might relate, please come speak with us.

MBB Alumni
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Shawn Harriman
MBB Education Program Coordinator
shawn_harriman@harvard.edu

MBB also has a Board of Faculty Advisors available to talk 
about topics in mind/brain/behavior, research opportunities, 
and career options. Board membership changes each year; 
consult the advising page on the MBB website, 
mbb.harvard.edu/advising, for current membership and 
contact information.

MBB participation from the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences and 

the Medical School is particularly 
strong, and we also have active 

connections with the School of 
Education, the Business School, the 
Law School, the Kennedy School of 

Government, and the School 
of Public Health

Undergraduates have access 
to courses, faculty, research 

opportunities and funding, and 
events beyond those usually 

available

Students are part of a 
vibrant, interdisciplinary community of 

scholars: of faculty, of postdoctoral and 
other researchers, and of graduate and 

undergraduate students

Questions?

Mind, Brain & Behavior (MBB)      
(Secondary Field)           continued...

Did You  Know?
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The REECA secondary field is based at the Davis Center for 
Russian and Eurasian Studies, which marshals a rich and di-
verse array of resources to advance the interdisciplinary study 
of this world region. The Davis Center’s thirty-eight facul-
ty associates, representing nine disciplines at four Harvard 
schools, offer over 160 language and area studies courses 
each year. Outside the classroom, the Davis Center hosts a 
full schedule of seminars, conferences, and special events that 
engage a dynamic and collegial scholarly community, includ-
ing visitors from the region. Each spring, the Davis Center 
hosts the Undergraduate Colloquium on Russian and Eur-
asian Studies, where students present their research findings. 
In addition to these academic and extracurricular resources, 
the Davis Center offers grants to support undergraduate the-
sis research, internships, and language study in the region.

Suggested gateway courses:

Browse regional course listings on the Davis Center’s 
website at daviscenter.fas.harvard.edu/study/courses 
and find a Freshman Seminar or General Education 
course that appeals to you.  100-level and 1000-level 
departmental courses can also be great starting points. 
Don’t have room in your schedule for a class? Check 
out the Davis Center’s Facebook page at facebook.
com/DCRES for more ideas.

Donna Griesenbeck
Student Programs Officer
617-495-1194
griesenb@fas.harvard.edu

If you choose to 
study Russian or another 

language of the region, you 
will enhance and deepen 

your experience

The geographic region that we study 
is vast, spanning 12 time zones and 29 

countries.  Grouped by region, they in-
clude: Russia, Eastern Europe (Belarus, 
Moldova, Romania, Ukraine) Central 

Europe (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland), 
Southeastern Europe (Albania, Bosnia, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, 

Serbia & Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia) 
the Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, 

Georgia) the Baltics (Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania) and Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyr-

gyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan).

Whether you want to 
satisfy a personal interest 
or prepare for a career in 

the region, REECA can 
take you there

You can design your 
field to offer a broad overview 

of the whole region, or you can focus 
your coursework on a particular 

country, theme, or problem

Regional Studies Russia, Eastern 
Europe, & Central Asia (REECA) 
             (Secondary Field)Kathryn W. and Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies
1730 Cambridge Street, 3rd Floor  
617-495-4037            
 daviscenter.fas.harvard.edu/study/academic-programs/undergraduate-secondary-field

Who We  ARE
Explore

Did You  Know?

Questions?



144

General Education Categories
1. Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding (AI)
AI courses focus on the development of aesthetic respon-
siveness and the ability to interpret forms of cultural expres-
sion through the study of literary or religious texts, paint-
ings, sculpture, architecture, music, film, dance, decorative 
arts, etc…. Courses in AI might explore the ability of art to 
effect positive social change; gender as performance; and 
ideas of power, westward expansion, and race in American 
musicals.

2. Culture and Belief (CB)
CB courses aim to develop an understanding of and appreci-
ation for the ways that social, political, religious, economic, 
and historical conditions shape the production and reception 
of ideas and works of art, either within or across cultural 
boundaries. Courses in CB address such topics as the con-
cept of authorship (its significance for claims about plagia-
rism or copyright), censorship, conflicting interpretations of 
religious and other texts, institutional mediation of aesthetic 
experience (art museums, the music industry, the church), 
and violence and its representation.

3. Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning (EMR)
Courses in EMR teach the conceptual and theoretical tools 
used in reasoning and problem solving, such as statistics, 
probability, mathematics, logic, and decision theory. Students 
develop the ability to apply abstract principles and theories 
to concrete problems. They also learn how to make decisions 
and draw inferences that involve the evaluation of data and 
evidence, and how to recognize when an issue cannot be 
settled on the basis of the available evidence. Students might 
explore issues of health, disease, and systems for delivering 
health care; or consider politics in terms of rational behavior.

4. Ethical Reasoning (ER)
Courses in ER teach students to reason in a principled way 
about moral and political beliefs and practices, and to delib-
erate and assess claims for themselves about ethical issues. 
Students in these courses may encounter a value system 
very different from their own that calls attention to their 
own ethical assumptions. ER courses promote the students’ 
personal development and build the capacities for argument 
and deliberation essential for effective civic agency. Topics 
might include human rights and globalization, human rights 
and “security”, and medical ethics.

8. United States in the World (USW)
Courses in US/W examine American social, political, legal, 
cultural, and economic practices, institutions, and behaviors 
from contemporary, historical, and analytical perspectives. 
Students will come to understand this country as a heteroge-
neous and multifaceted nation situated within an internation-
al framework by examining ideas about what it means to be 
an American, about the persistence and diversity of Ameri-
can values, and about the relations among different groups 
within the US and between the US and the rest of the world. 
These courses prepare students for civic agency by providing 
critical tools to understand such issues as income disparity, 
health care and the state, affirmative action, immigration, 
election law, and zoning and urban sprawl.

5. Science of Living Systems (SLS)
SLS courses explore a range of topics relating to understand-
ing life -- its origins, the way it adapts to and changes the 
environment, and the ways in which human interventions 
can affect its trajectory. These courses provide students with 
the tools to evaluate scientific claims, consider alternative 
accounts for empirical findings, and appreciate the ambiguity 
that often surrounds such findings. Scientific knowledge of 
the living world will provide material essential to under-
standing the ethical dimension of many issues and decisions 
that students will face in the years after college, e.g., the 
legality of embryonic stem-cell research and the ethics of 
human cloning. 

6. Science of the Physical Universe (SPU)
Courses in SPU explore discoveries, inventions, and con-
cepts in the physical sciences that have led to or underlie 
issues affecting societies across the globe including reliance 
on fossil fuels, the exploration of space, the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons, climate change, and privacy in an age 
of digital communication. An understanding of key facts 
and theories about, and concepts pertaining to, the physical 
universe is essential if students are to be prepared to adapt to 
change and to function as aware citizens.

7. Societies of the World (SW)
Courses in SW provide students with an international 
perspective by acquainting them with values, customs, and 
institutions that differ from their own, and help students to 
understand how different beliefs, behaviors, and ways of 
organizing society come into being. These courses may focus 
primarily on a single society or region, or they may address 
topics that transcend national boundaries, analyzing the 
flow and transformation of money, goods, people, resources, 
information, or ideas between and among different societies. 
Topics might include immigration policy, ethnic identity and 
statehood, religion and government, and global markets.
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DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY CATEGORY)

[AFRAMER 179. Jazz, Freedom, and Culture]
AFRAMER 182. From R & B to Neo Soul: Black Popular Music and Cultural Transformation
EAFM 112. Global Japanese Cinema
EAFM 140. Anime as Global Popular Culture
ENGLISH 121cg. Shakespeare After Hamlet
ENGLISH 151. The 19th Century Novel
ENGLISH 181a. Asian American Literature
ENGLISH 182. Science Fiction
FOLKMYTH 128. Fairy Tale, Myth, and Fantasy Literature
[HAA 10. The Western Tradition: Art Since the Renaissance]
HAA 11. Landmarks of  World Architecture
[HAA 161v. Rome: A Monumental History]
HUMAN 10a. A Humanities Colloquium: From Homer to Descartes
HUMAN 10b. The Humanities Colloquium: Essential Works 2
HUMAN 11a. Frameworks: The Art of Looking
HUMAN 11b. Frameworks: The Art of Listening
HUMAN 11c. Frameworks: The Art of Reading
HUMAN 12. Masterpieces of World Literature
[HUMAN 51. Major Themes in the Humanities: Love and Freedom]
[LITER 113. Existential Fictions: From Saint Augustine to Jean-Paul Sartre and Beyond]
[LITER 147. “Why the Jews?”: The Modern Jewish Experience in Literature]
MEDVLSTD 107. Authority and Invention: Medieval Art and Architecture
MUSIC 1. 1000 Years of Listening
[MUSIC 1a. Introduction to Western Music from the Middle Ages to Mozart]
[MUSIC 1b. Introduction to Western Music from Beethoven to the Present]
MUSIC 2. Foundations of Tonal Music I
MUSIC 51a. Theory Ia
MUSIC 51b. Theory Ib
[MUSIC 157gew. South Indian Music Theory & Practice]
[MUSIC 190gew. Music in Islamic Contexts]
[MUSIC 190gw. South Indian Music]
[SCAND 150r. The Vikings and the Nordic Heroic Tradition]
[SLAVIC 148. Strange Russian Writers]
VES 70. The Art of Film
WOMGEN 1237. LGBT Literature

Aesthetic and Interpretative Understanding

Below you will find two lists of departmental courses that also satisfy a General Education requirement. The first list is sorted 
by General Education category, and the second list is sorted by course title. Some of these couses may have prerequisites or 
assume familiarity with the subject matter.

Courses in square brackets are not offered in 2015-16 but are expected to be offered in 2016-17.

AFRAMER 182. From R & B to Neo Soul: Black Popular Music and Cultural Transformation
[ANTHRO 1795. The Politics of Language and Identity in Latin America]
CLAS-STDY 165. Medicine in the Greco-Roman World
COMPSCI 105. Privacy and Technology
ECON 1776. Religion and the Rise of Capitalism
[FOLKMYTH 114. Embodied Expression/Expressive Body: Dance in Cultural Context]
FOLKMYTH 128. Fairy Tale, Myth, and Fantasy Literature
GERMAN 146. The Ethics of  Atheism: Marx, Nietzsche, Freud
[HIST 1144. The Renaissance in Florence]
HIST 1301. Western Intellectual History II: The Prehistory of Modern Thought

Culture and Belief
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DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY CATEGORY)
[HIST 1318. History of the Book and of Reading] 
[HIST 1445. Science and Religion in American Public Culture]
[HIST 1462. History of Sexuality in the Modern West]
HISTSCI 100. Knowing the World: An Introduction to the History of Science 
[HISTSCI 108. Bodies, Sexualities, and Medicine in the Medieval Middle East]
[ISLAMCIV 178. Muslim Societies in South Asia: Religion, Culture, and Identity]
[MODMIDEAST 111. Culture and Society in Contemporary Iran]
[MUSIC 157gew. South Indian Music Theory & Practice]
PHIL 3. The True and the Good
[RELIGION 1802. Introduction to Islamic Mysticism: The Sufi Tradition]
[RELIGION 40. Incarnation and Desire: An Introduction to Christianity]
[SLAVIC 148. Strange Russian Writers]
WOMGEN 1258. Friends with Benefits?
WOMGEN 1424. American Fetish: Consumer Culture Encounters the Other

Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning
ANTHRO 1010. The Fundamentals of Archaeological Methods & Reasoning
APMTH 21a. Mathematical Methods in the Sciences
APMTH 21b. Mathematical Methods in the Sciences
APMTH 101. Statistical Inference for Scientists and Engineers
COMPSCI 1. Great Ideas in Computer Science
COMPSCI 20. Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science
COMPSCI 50(Letter Grade). Introduction to Computer Science I
COMPSCI 171. Visualization
ECON 10a. Principles of Economics
ECON 10b. Principles of Economics
ECON 1010a. Microeconomic Theory
ECON 1010b. Macroeconomic Theory
ECON 1011a. Microeconomic Theory
ECON 1011b. Macroeconomic Theory
ECON 1123. Introduction to Econometrics
[ENG-SCI 1. Introduction to Engineering Sciences]
ENG-SCI 50. Introduction to Electrical Engineering
GOV 50. Introduction to Political Science Research Methods
[HEB 1590. Ancient Biomolecules]
LIFESCI 50a. Integrated Science
LIFESCI 50b. Integrated Science
MATH Ma. Introduction to Functions and Calculus I
MATH Mb. Introduction to Functions and Calculus II
MATH 1a. Introduction to Calculus
MATH 1b. Calculus, Series, and Differential Equations
MATH 18. Multivariable Calculus for Social Sciences
MATH 19a. Modeling and Differential Equations for the Life Sciences
MATH 19b. Linear Algebra, Probability, and Statistics for the Life Sciences
MATH 21a. Multivariable Calculus
MATH 21b. Linear Algebra and Differential Equations
MATH 23a. Linear Algebra and Real Analysis I
MATH 23b. Linear Algebra and Real Analysis II
MATH 25a. Honors Linear Algebra and Real Analysis I
MATH 25b. Honors Linear Algebra and Real Analysis II
MATH 55a. Honors Abstract Algebra
MATH 55b. Honors Real and Complex Analysis
MATH 101. Sets, Groups and Topology
MATH 154. Probability Theory
PHYSCI 2. Mechanics, Elasticity, Fluids, and Diffusion
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DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY CATEGORY)
[PHYSCI 3. Electromagnetism, Circuits, Waves, Optics, and Imaging]
PHYSCI 12a. Mechanics from an Analytic, Numerical and Experimental Perspective
PHYSICS 15a. Introductory Mechanics and Relativity
PHYSICS 15b. Introductory Electromagnetism
PHYSICS 15c. Wave Phenomena
PHYSICS 16. Mechanics and Special Relativity
PSY 1900. Introduction to Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences
SOCIOL 156. Quantitative Methods in Sociology
STAT 100. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for the Social Sciences and Humanities
STAT 101. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Psychology and the Behavioral Sciences
STAT 102. Statistics in Medicine and Modern Biology
STAT 104. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Economics

FRENCH 139b. The 18th Century: Ethical Dilemmas
GERMAN 146. The Ethics of  Atheism: Marx, Nietzsche, Freud
GOV 10. Foundations of Political Theory
GOV 1060. Ancient and Medieval Political Philosophy
GOV 1061. The History of Modern Political Philosophy
[GOV 1072. Moral Issues in Contemporary Politics]
[GOV 1093. Ethics, Biotechnology, and the Future of Human Nature]
GOV 1510. American Constitutional Law
HIST 1300. Western Intellectual History:  Greco-Roman Antiquity
PHIL 168. Kant's Ethical Theory
PHIL 173. Metaethics
[PHIL 172. The History of Modern Moral Philosophy]
[PHIL 174a. Animals and Ethics: Proseminar]
[PHIL 178q. Equality and Liberty]
PHIL 179. Race and Social Justice
[RELIGION 57. Faith and Authenticity: Religion, Existentialism and the Human Condition]
[SCRB 60. Ethics, Biotechnology, and the Future of Human Nature]
SCRB 187. Brains, Identity, and Moral Agency

Ethical Reasoning

CHEM 27. Organic Chemistry of Life
LIFESCI 1a. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular Biology, and Cell Biology
LIFESCI 1b. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, and Evolution
LIFESCI 2. Evolutionary Human Physiology and Anatomy
LIFESCI 50a. Integrated Science
LIFESCI 50b. Integrated Science
LPS A. Foundational Chemistry and Biology
[MCB 52. Molecular Biology]
MCB 60. Cellular Biology and Molecular Medicine
MCB 80. Neurobiology of Behavior
OEB 10. Foundations of Biological Diversity
OEB 52. Biology of Plants
[PHYSICS 140. Introduction to the Physics of Living Systems]
PSY 15. Social Psychology
SCRB 10. Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology

Science of Living Systems
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APPHY 50a. Physics as a Foundation for Science and Engineering, Part I
APPHY 50b. Physics as a Foundation for Science and Engineering, Part II
ASTRON 16. Stellar and Planetary Astronomy
ASTRON 17. Galactic and Extragalactic Astronomy
[ENG-SCI 1. Introduction to Engineering Sciences]
[ENG-SCI 6. Environmental Science and Technology]
ENG-SCI 50. Introduction to Electrical Engineering
ENG-SCI 133. Atmospheric Chemistry
ENG-SCI 153. Laboratory Electronics
E-PSCI 21. The Dynamic Earth: Geology and Tectonics Through Time
E-PSCI 22. The Fluid Earth: Oceans, Atmosphere, Climate, and Environment (formerly EPS 5)
[E-PSCI 109. Earth Resources and the Environment]
E-PSCI 133. Atmospheric Chemistry
LIFESCI 50a. Integrated Science
LIFESCI 50b. Integrated Science
[PHYSCI 1. Chemical Bonding, Energy, and Reactivity:  An Introduction to the Physical Sciences]
PHYSCI 2. Mechanics, Elasticity, Fluids, and Diffusion
[PHYSCI 3. Electromagnetism, Circuits, Waves, Optics, and Imaging]
PHYSCI 10. Quantum and Statistical Foundations of Chemistry
[PHYSCI 11. Foundations and Frontiers of Modern Chemistry: A Molecular and Global Perspective]
PHYSCI 12a. .Mechanics from an Analytic, Numerical and Experimental Perspective
PHYSCI 12b. Electromagnetism and Statistical Physics from an Analytic, Numerical and Experimental Perspective
PHYSICS 15a. Introductory Mechanics and Relativity
PHYSICS 15b. Introductory Electromagnetism
PHYSICS 15c. Wave Phenomena
PHYSICS 16. Mechanics and Special Relativity
PHYSICS 123. Laboratory Electronics
PHYSICS 125. Widely Applied Physics
[PHYSICS 140. Introduction to the Physics of Living Systems]

Science of the Physical Universe

AFRAMER 11. Introduction to African Studies
AFRAMER 20. Introduction to African Languages and Cultures
ANE 103. Ancient Lives
ECON 1400. The Future of Globalization: Issues, Actors, and Decisions
ESPP 11. Sustainable Development
GOV 20. Foundations of Comparative Politics
GOV 40. International Conflict and Cooperation
[GOV 1295. Comparative Politics in Latin America]
[HIST 1011. The World of the Roman Empire]
[HIST 1020. A Global History of Modern Times]
HIST 1035. Byzantine Civilization
[HIST 1265. German Empires, 1848-1948]
[HIST 1266. Central Europe, 1789-1918: Empires, Nations, States]
[HIST 1281. The End of Communism]
HIST 1513. History of Modern Latin America
[HIST 1704. Slavery and Slave Trade in Africa and the Americas]
[ISLAMCIV 178. Muslim Societies in South Asia: Religion, Culture, and Identity]
SAS 190. Religious Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Modern South Asia

Societies of the World

DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY CATEGORY)



149

[AFRAMER 10. Introduction to  African American Studies]
ECON 10a. Principles of Economics
ECON 10b. Principles of Economics
[ECON 1356. Economics of Work and Family]
[ESPP 78. Environmental Politics]
GOV 30. American Government: A New Perspective
[GOV 94q. US-Latin American Relations: Seminar]
[HIST 1445. Science and Religion in American Public Culture]
[HIST 1457. History of American Capitalism]
[HIST 1465. The United States in the World since 1900]
[HIST 1511. Latin America and the United States]
SOCIOL 27. Introduction to Social Movements

United States in the World

DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY COURSE TITLE)

DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY CATEGORY)

USW
SW
SW

AIU
CB, AIU

SW
EMR

CB
EMR
EMR
EMR
SPU
SPU
SPU
SPU
SLS
CB

EMR
EMR
EMR

CB
EMR
AIU
AIU

EMR, USW
EMR, USW

EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
USW

SW
CB

AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU

[AFRAMER 10. Introduction to  African American Studies]
AFRAMER 11. Introduction to African Studies
AFRAMER 20. Introduction to African Languages and Cultures
[AFRAMER 179. Jazz, Freedom, and Culture]
AFRAMER 182. From R & B to Neo Soul: Black Popular Music and Cultural Transformation
ANE 103. Ancient Lives
ANTHRO 1010. The Fundamentals of Archaeological Methods & Reasonin
[ANTHRO 1795. The Politics of Language and Identity in Latin America]
APMTH 21a. Mathematical Methods in the Sciences
APMTH 21b. Mathematical Methods in the Sciences
APMTH 101. Statistical Inference for Scientists and Engineers
APPHY 50a. Physics as a Foundation for Science and Engineering, Part I
APPHY 50b. Physics as a Foundation for Science and Engineering, Part II
ASTRON 16. Stellar and Planetary Astronomy
ASTRON 17. Galactic and Extragalactic Astronomy
CHEM 27. Organic Chemistry of Life
CLAS-STDY 165. Medicine in the Greco-Roman World
COMPSCI 1. Great Ideas in Computer Science
COMPSCI 20. Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science
COMPSCI 50(Letter Grade). Introduction to Computer Science I
COMPSCI 105. Privacy and Technology
COMPSCI 171. Visualization
EAFM 112. Global Japanese Cinema
EAFM 140. Anime as Global Popular Culture
ECON 10a. Principles of Economics
ECON 10b. Principles of Economics
ECON 1010a. Microeconomic Theory
ECON 1010b. Macroeconomic Theory
ECON 1011a. Microeconomic Theory
ECON 1011b. Macroeconomic Theory
ECON 1123. Introduction to Econometrics
[ECON 1356. Economics of Work and Family]
ECON 1400. The Future of Globalization: Issues, Actors, and Decisions
ECON 1776. Religion and the Rise of Capitalism
ENGLISH 121cg. Shakespeare After Hamlet
ENGLISH 151. The 19th Century Novel
ENGLISH 181a. Asian American Literature
ENGLISH 182. Science Fiction
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SPU, EMR
SPU

SPU, EMR
SPU
SPU
SPU
SPU
SPU
SPU
SW

USW
CB

AIU, CB
ER

ER, CB
ER
SW

USW
SW

EMR
USW

ER
ER
ER
ER
SW
ER

AIU
AIU
AIU

EMR
SW
SW
SW
CB
SW
SW
SW
ER
CB
CB

USW, C
USW

CB
USW
USW

SW
SW
CB
CB

AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU

[ENG-SCI 1. Introduction to Engineering Sciences]
[ENG-SCI 6. Environmental Science and Technology]
ENG-SCI 50. Introduction to Electrical Engineering
ENG-SCI 133. Atmospheric Chemistry
ENG-SCI 153. Laboratory Electronics
E-PSCI 21. The Dynamic Earth: Geology and Tectonics Through Time
E-PSCI 22. The Fluid Earth: Oceans, Atmosphere, Climate, and Environment (formerly EPS 5)
[E-PSCI 109. Earth Resources and the Environment]
E-PSCI 133. Atmospheric Chemistry
ESPP 11. Sustainable Development
[ESPP 78. Environmental Politics]
[FOLKMYTH 114. Embodied Expression/Expressive Body: Dance in Cultural Context]
FOLKMYTH 128. Fairy Tale, Myth, and Fantasy Literature
FRENCH 139b. The 18th Century: Ethical Dilemmas
GERMAN 146. The Ethics of  Atheism: Marx, Nietzsche, Freud
GOV 10. Foundations of Political Theory
GOV 20. Foundations of Comparative Politics
GOV 30. American Government: A New Perspective
GOV 40. International Conflict and Cooperation
GOV 50. Introduction to Political Science Research Methods
[GOV 94q. US-Latin American Relations: Seminar]
GOV 1060. Ancient and Medieval Political Philosophy
GOV 1061. The History of Modern Political Philosophy
[GOV 1072. Moral Issues in Contemporary Politics]
[GOV 1093. Ethics, Biotechnology, and the Future of Human Nature]
[GOV 1295. Comparative Politics in Latin America]
GOV 1510. American Constitutional Law
[HAA 10. The Western Tradition: Art Since the Renaissance]
HAA 11. Landmarks of  World Architecture
[HAA 161v. Rome: A Monumental History]
[HEB 1590. Ancient Biomolecules]
[HIST 1011. The World of the Roman Empire]
[HIST 1020. A Global History of Modern Times]
HIST 1035. Byzantine Civilization
[HIST 1144. The Renaissance in Florence]
[HIST 1265. German Empires, 1848-1948]
[HIST 1266. Central Europe, 1789-1918: Empires, Nations, States]
[HIST 1281. The End of Communism]
HIST 1300. Western Intellectual History:  Greco-Roman Antiquity
HIST 1301. Western Intellectual History II: The Prehistory of Modern Thought
[HIST 1318. History of the Book and of Reading]
[HIST 1445. Science and Religion in American Public Culture]
[HIST 1457. History of American Capitalism]
[HIST 1462. History of Sexuality in the Modern West]
[HIST 1465. The United States in the World since 1900]
[HIST 1511. Latin America and the United States]
HIST 1513. History of Modern Latin America
[HIST 1704. Slavery and Slave Trade in Africa and the Americas]
HISTSCI 100. Knowing the World: An Introduction to the History of Science
[HISTSCI 108. Bodies, Sexualities, and Medicine in the Medieval Middle East]
HUMAN 10a. A Humanities Colloquium: From Homer to Descartes
HUMAN 10b. The Humanities Colloquium: Essential Works 2
HUMAN 11a. Frameworks: The Art of Looking
HUMAN 11b. Frameworks: The Art of Listening
HUMAN 11c. Frameworks: The Art of Reading

DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY COURSE TITLE)
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DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY COURSE TITLE)

HUMAN 12. Masterpieces of World Literature
[HUMAN 51. Major Themes in the Humanities: Love and Freedom]
[ISLAMCIV 178. Muslim Societies in South Asia: Religion, Culture, and Identity]
LIFESCI 1a. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Chemistry, Molecular Biology, and 
Cell Biology
LIFESCI 1b. An Integrated Introduction to the Life Sciences: Genetics, Genomics, and Evolution
LIFESCI 2. Evolutionary Human Physiology and Anatomy
LIFESCI 50a. Integrated Science
LIFESCI 50b. Integrated Science
[LITER 113. Existential Fictions: From Saint Augustine to Jean-Paul Sartre and Beyond]
[LITER 147. “Why the Jews?”: The Modern Jewish Experience in Literature]
LPS A. Foundational Chemistry and Biology
MATH Ma. Introduction to Functions and Calculus I
MATH Mb. Introduction to Functions and Calculus II
MATH 1a. Introduction to Calculus
MATH 1b. Calculus, Series, and Differential Equations
MATH 18. Multivariable Calculus for Social Sciences
MATH 19a. Modeling and Differential Equations for the Life Sciences
MATH 19b. Linear Algebra, Probability, and Statistics for the Life Sciences
MATH 21a. Multivariable Calculus
MATH 21b. Linear Algebra and Differential Equations
MATH 23a. Linear Algebra and Real Analysis I
MATH 23b. Linear Algebra and Real Analysis II
MATH 25a. Honors Linear Algebra and Real Analysis I
MATH 25b. Honors Linear Algebra and Real Analysis II
MATH 55a. Honors Abstract Algebra
MATH 55b. Honors Real and Complex Analysis
MATH 101. Sets, Groups and Topology
MATH 154. Probability Theory
[MCB 52. Molecular Biology]
MCB 60. Cellular Biology and Molecular Medicine
MCB 80. Neurobiology of Behavior
MEDVLSTD 107. Authority and Invention: Medieval Art and Architecture
[MODMIDEAST 111. Culture and Society in Contemporary Iran]
MUSIC 1. 1000 Years of Listening
[MUSIC 1a. Introduction to Western Music from the Middle Ages to Mozart]
[MUSIC 1b. Introduction to Western Music from Beethoven to the Present]
MUSIC 2. Foundations of Tonal Music I
MUSIC 51a. Theory Ia
MUSIC 51b. Theory Ib
[MUSIC 157gew. South Indian Music Theory & Practice]
[MUSIC 190gew. Music in Islamic Contexts]
[MUSIC 190gw. South Indian Music]
OEB 10. Foundations of Biological Diversity
OEB 52. Biology of Plants
PHIL 3. The True and the Good
PHIL 168. Kant’s Ethical Theory
[PHIL 172. The History of Modern Moral Philosophy]
[PHIL 174a. Animals and Ethics: Proseminar]
[PHIL 178q. Equality and Liberty]
PHIL 173. Metaethics
PHIL 179. Race and Social Justice
[PHYSCI 1. Chemical Bonding, Energy, and Reactivity:  An Introduction to the Physical Sciences]
PHYSCI 2. Mechanics, Elasticity, Fluids, and Diffusion
[PHYSCI 3. Electromagnetism, Circuits, Waves, Optics, and Imaging]

AIU
AIU

CB, SW
SLS

SLS
SLS

SLS, SPU, EMR
SLS, SPU, EMR

AIU
AIU
SLS

EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
SLS
SLS
SLS
AIU
CB

AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU
AIU

AIU, CB
AIU
SLS
SLS
CB
ER
ER
ER
ER
ER
ER

SPU
SPU, EMR
SPU, EMR
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PHYSCI 10. Quantum and Statistical Foundations of Chemistry
[PHYSCI 11. Foundations and Frontiers of Modern Chemistry: A Molecular and Global Perspective]
PHYSCI 12a. Mechanics from an Analytic, Numerical and Experimental Perspective
PHYSCI 12b. Electromagnetism and Statistical Physics from an Analytic, Numerical and Experimental 
Perspective
PHYSICS 15a. Introductory Mechanics and Relativity
PHYSICS 15b. Introductory Electromagnetism
PHYSICS 15c. Wave Phenomena
PHYSICS 16. Mechanics and Special Relativity
PHYSICS 123. Laboratory Electronics
PHYSICS 125. Widely Applied Physics
[PHYSICS 140. Introduction to the Physics of Living Systems]
PSY 15. Social Psychology
PSY 1900. Introduction to Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences
[RELIGION 40. Incarnation and Desire: An Introduction to Christianity]
[RELIGION 57. Faith and Authenticity: Religion, Existentialism and the Human Condition]
[RELIGION 1802. Introduction to Islamic Mysticism: The Sufi Tradition]
SAS 190. Religious Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Modern South Asia
[SCAND 150r. The Vikings and the Nordic Heroic Tradition]
SCRB 10. Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology
[SCRB 60. Ethics, Biotechnology, and the Future of Human Nature]
SCRB 187. Brains, Identity, and Moral Agency
SOCIOL 27. Introduction to Social Movements
SOCIOL 156. Quantitative Methods in Sociology
STAT 100. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for the Social Sciences and Humanities
STAT 101. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Psychology and the Behavioral Sciences
STAT 102. Statistics in Medicine and Modern Biology
STAT 104. Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Economics
[SLAVIC 148. Strange Russian Writers]
VES 70. The Art of Film
WOMGEN 1237. LGBT Literature
WOMGEN 1258. Friends with Benefits?
WOMGEN 1424. American Fetish: Consumer Culture Encounters the Other

SPU
SPU

SPU, EMR
SPU

SPU, EMR
SPU, EMR
SPU, EMR
SPU, EMR

SPU
SPU

SLS, SPU
SLS

EMR
CB
ER
CB
SW

AIU
SLS
ER
ER

USW 
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR

AIU, CB
AIU
AIU
CB
CB

DEPARTMENTAL COURSES THAT SATISFY GEN ED REQUIREMENTS (BY COURSE TITLE)
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GEN ED COURSES THAT SATISFY CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS (BY CONCENTRATION)

Below you will find two lists of the General Education courses that also satisfy a concentration requirement. The first list is 
sorted by concentration, and the second list is sorted by General Education Category. 

Courses in square brackets are not offered in 2015-16 but are expected to be offered in 2016-17.

AAAS
AAAS

AAAS
AAAS
AAAS
AAAS
AAAS
AAAS

Anthropology

Anthropology
Anthropology
Anthropology
Anthropology
Anthropology
Anthropology

CELT
Classics
Classics
Classics
Classics
Classics
Classics
Classics
Classics

Comparative Literature
Comparative Literature
Comparative Literature
Comparative Literature

E&PS
E&PS
E&PS
E&PS
E&PS
EALC
EALC
EALC
EALC
EALC
EALC
EALC

English
English
English
English
English
English

EMR

AIU 13. Cultural Agents
AIU 54. For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, Literature, and the Arts in Muslim 
Cultures
CB 12. For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, Literature, and the Arts in Muslim Cultures
[SW  26. Africa and Africans: The Making of a Continent in the Modern World]
SW 34. The Caribbean: Globalization, Socio-Economic Development & Cultural Adaptation
[SW 39. Slavery and Slave Trade in Africa and the Americas]
[USW 33. Religion and Social Change]
USW 34. The Civil War from Nat Turner to Birth of a Nation
CB 58. Case Studies in the Medical Humanities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Experience 
of Illness
SW 25. Case Studies in Global Health: Biosocial Perspectives
SW 30. Moctezuma’s Mexico: Then and Now
SW 33. Tokyo
SW 38. Pyramid Schemes: The Archaeological History of Ancient Egypt
SW 40. The Incas: The Last Great Empire of Pre-Columbian South America
SW 46. The Anthropology of Arabia
EMR 11. Making Sense: Language, Logic, and Interpretation
[AIU 21. Virgil’s Poetry and its Reception]
AIU 33. Ancient Fictions: The Ancient Novel in Context
[CB 17. Institutional Violence and Public Spectacle: The Case of the Roman Games]
CB 22. The Ancient Greek Hero
CB 35. Classical Mythology
[CB 59. Athens, Rome, and Us: Questions of Identity]
SW 41. Medieval Europe
[SW 53. The Fall of the Roman Empire]
AIU 33. Ancient Fictions: The Ancient Novel in Context
CB 22. The Ancient Greek Hero
CB 40. Popular Culture and Modern China
CB 58. Case Studies in the Medical Humanities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Experience 
of Illness
SPU 12. Natural Disasters
SPU 14. How to Build a Habitable Planet
SPU 25. Energy and Climate for the 21st Century
SPU 29. The Climate-Energy Challenge
SPU 31. Energy Resources and the Environment
AIU 63. Masterworks of East Asian Cinema
CB 11. Medicine and the Body in East Asia and in Europe
CB 33. East Asian Religions: Traditions and Transformations
CB 40. Popular Culture and Modern China
SW 12. China
SW 13. Japan in Asia and the World
SW 27. The Two Koreas
AIU 37. Introduction to the Bible in the Humanities and the Arts
AIU 42. Revolution, Reform and Conservatism in Western Culture
AIU 64. Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales
CB 18. Revolution, Reform and Conservatism in Western Culture
CB 51. Making the Middle Ages
USW 34. The Civil War from Nat Turner to Birth of a Nation
AIU 13. Cultural Agents
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EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR
EMR

Folklore & Mythology
Freshman Seminars

Government
Government

History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History
History

[AIU 26. Race, Gender, and Performance]
CB 16. Performance, Tradition and Cultural Studies: An Introduction to Folklore and Mythology
[CB 21. Pathways through the Andes - Culture, History, and Beliefs in Andean South America]
[CB 59. Athens, Rome, and Us: Questions of Identity]
[ER 11. Human Rights: A Philosophical Introduction]
[ER 30. The Just World]
ER 40. History of Human Rights
[SW 15. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate]
[SW 28. Exploration and Empire Building]
SW 30. Moctezuma’s Mexico: Then and Now
SW 34. The Caribbean: Globalization, Socio-Economic Development & Cultural Adaptation
SW 44. Human Trafficking, Slavery and Abolition in the Modern World
[USW 12. American Encounters: Art, Contact, and Conflict, 1560-1860]
[USW 15. Is the American Racial Order Being Transformed?]
USW 24. Reinventing (and Reimagining) Boston: The Changing American City
[USW 26. Sex and the Citizen: Race, Gender, and Belonging in the United States]
[USW 28. Slavery/Capitalism/Imperialism: The US in the Nineteenth Century]
[USW 31. American Society and Public Policy]
[USW 32. The World’s Religions in Multicultural America: Case Studies in Religious Pluralism]
CB 16. Performance, Tradition and Cultural Studies: An Introduction to Folklore and Mythology
AIU 37. Introduction to the Bible in the Humanities and the Arts
ER 39. Money, Markets, and Morals
SW 54. Islam and Politics in the Modern Middle East
CB 20. Reason and Faith in the West
[CB 41. Gender, Islam, and Nation in the Middle East and North Africa]
CB 50. The European Postwar: Literature, Film, Politics
CB 51. Making the Middle Ages
[CB 59. Athens, Rome, and Us: Questions of Identity]
ER 12. Political Justice and Political Trials
[ER 34. Liberty]
[ER 35. Nature]
SW 12. China
SW 13. Japan in Asia and the World
SW 14. The British Empire
[SW 18. Europe on Trial: Retribution, Renewal and Reconciliation Since 1945]
[SW 19. Western Ascendancy: The Mainsprings of Global Power from 1400 to the Present]
[SW 22. Asia in the Making of the Modern World]
[SW 26. Africa and Africans: The Making of a Continent in the Modern World]
[SW 28. Exploration and Empire Building]
SW 30. Moctezuma’s Mexico: Then and Now
SW 34. The Caribbean: Globalization, Socio-Economic Development & Cultural Adaptation
[SW 36. Modern India and South Asia]
SW 38. Pyramid Schemes: The Archaeological History of Ancient Egypt
SW 41. Medieval Europe
SW 42. The World Wars and Global Transformation, 1900-1950
[SW 43. Japan’s Samurai Revolution]
SW 45. Beyond the Great Wall: China and the Nomadic Frontier
SW 49. The Worlds of Business in Modern China
[SW 52. The Phoenix and the Firebird: Russia in Global Perspective]
[SW 53. The Fall of the Roman Empire]
USW 19. American Food: A Global History
[USW 28. Slavery/Capitalism/Imperialism: The US in the Nineteenth Century]
[USW 30. Tangible Things: Harvard Collections in World History]
USW 38. Forced to be Free: Americans as Occupiers and Nation-Builders
USW 41. Power and Protest: The United States in the World of the 1960s

GEN ED COURSES THAT SATISFY CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS (BY CONCENTRATION)
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History of Science
History of Science
History of Science
History of Science

History of Science
History of Science
History of Science
History of Science
History of Science
History of Science

HEB
Life Sciences

Linguistics
Medieval Studies
Medieval Studies
Medieval Studies
Medieval Studies

MCB
NELC

NELC

NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC
NELC

Philosophy
Psychology
Psychology
Psychology

Sociology
Sociology
Sociology

CB 11. Medicine and the Body in East Asia and in Europe
[CB 20. Reason and Faith in the West]
[CB 34. Madness and Medicine: Themes in the History of Psychiatry]
CB 58. Case Studies in the Medical Humanities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Experience 
of Illness
[CB 61. Gender and Science]
[ER 31. Medical Ethics and History]
[SLS 12. Understanding Darwinism]
[SPU 17. The Einstein Revolution]
[USW 13. Medicine and Society in America]
[USW 30. Tangible Things: Harvard Collections in World History]
SLS 16. Human Evolution and Human Health
[SLS 11. Molecules of Life]
EMR 11. Making Sense: Language, Logic, and Interpretation
AIU 40. Monuments of Islamic Architecture
AIU 64. Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales
CB 51. Making the Middle Ages
SW 41. Medieval Europe
EMR 18. What are the Odds?
AIU 54. For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, Literature, and the Arts in Muslim 
Cultures
CB 12. For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, Literature, and the Arts in Muslim 
Cultures
[CB 13. The Contested Bible: The Sacred-Secular Dance]
[CB 19. Understanding Islam and Contemporary Muslim Societies]
CB 23. From the Hebrew Bible to Judaism, From the Old Testament to Christianity
[CB 27. Among the Nations: Jewish History in Pagan, Christian and Muslim Context]
CB 39. The Hebrew Bible
[CB 41. Gender, Islam, and Nation in the Middle East and North Africa]
ER 15. If There is No God, All is Permitted: Theism and Moral Reasoning
[SW 35. Conditional Equality: The Case of the Jews of Europe in Modern Times]
SW 38. Pyramid Schemes: The Archaeological History of Ancient Egypt
SW 46. The Anthropology of Arabia
SW 54. Islam and Politics in the Modern Middle East
[USW 32. The World’s Religions in Multicultural America: Case Studies in Religious Pluralism]
EMR 17. Logical Reasoning
SLS 15. Developmental Psychology: Origins of Knowledge
SLS 20. Psychological Science
SLS 20s. Psychological Science Seminar
SW 34. The Caribbean: Globalization, Socio-Economic Development & Cultural Adaptation
SW 44. Human Trafficking, Slavery and Abolition in the Modern World
USW 24. Reinventing (and Reimagining) Boston: The Changing American City

GEN ED COURSES THAT SATISFY CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS (BY CONCENTRATION)
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AAAS, EMR
Classics

EMR
GENED

Classics, Comp Lit
English, Freshman Seminars

Medieval Studies
English

AAAS, NELC

EALC
English, Medieval 
EALC, Hist of Sci

NELC
EMR, Folk & Myth

Classics
English
NELC

History, Hist of Sci
EMR

Classics, Comp Lit
NELC
NELC
EALC

Hist of Sci
Classics

NELC
EALC, Comp Lit

History, NELC
History

English, History, Medieval Studies
Anthro, Comp Lit, Hist of Sci

Classics, EMR, History
Hist of Sci

CELT, Linguistics
Philosophy

MCB
EMR

History
NELC
EMR

Hist of Sci
History
History

Government
EMR

Life Sciences
Hist of Sci

Psychology
HEB

Psychology
Psychology

AIU 13. Cultural Agents
[AIU 21. Virgil’s Poetry and its Reception]
[AIU 26. Race, Gender, and Performance]
AIU 27. Fairy Tale, Myth, and Fantasy Literature
AIU 33. Ancient Fictions: The Ancient Novel in Context
AIU 37. Introduction to the Bible in the Humanities and the Arts
AIU 40. Monuments of Islamic Architecture
AIU 42. Revolution, Reform and Conservatism in Western Culture
AIU 54. For the Love of God and His Prophet: Religion, Literature, and the 
Arts in Muslim Cultures
AIU 63. Masterworks of East Asian Cinema
AIU 64. Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales
CB 11. Medicine and the Body in East Asia and in Europe
[CB 13. The Contested Bible: The Sacred-Secular Dance]
CB 16. Performance, Tradition and Cultural Studies: An Introduction to 
Folklore and Mythology
[CB 17. Institutional Violence and Public Spectacle: The Case of the Roman Games]
CB 18. Revolution, Reform and Conservatism in Western Culture
[CB 19. Understanding Islam and Contemporary Muslim Societies]
[CB 20. Reason and Faith in the West]
[CB 21. Pathways through the Andes - Culture, History, and Beliefs in Andean South 
America]
CB 22. The Ancient Greek Hero
CB 23. From the Hebrew Bible to Judaism, From the Old Testament to Christianity
[CB 27. Among the Nations: Jewish History in Pagan, Christian and Muslim Context]
CB 33. East Asian Religions: Traditions and Transformations
[CB 34. Madness and Medicine: Themes in the History of Psychiatry]
CB 35. Classical Mythology
CB 39. The Hebrew Bible
CB 40. Popular Culture and Modern China
[CB 41. Gender, Islam, and Nation in the Middle East and North Africa]
CB 50. The European Postwar: Literature, Film, Politics
CB 51. Making the Middle Ages
CB 58. Case Studies in the Medical Humanities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives 
on the Experience of Illness
[CB 59. Athens, Rome, and Us: Questions of Identity]
[CB 61. Gender and Science]
EMR 11. Making Sense: Language, Logic, and Interpretation
EMR 17. Logical Reasoning
EMR 18. What are the Odds?
[ER 11. Human Rights: A Philosophical Introduction]
ER 12. Political Justice and Political Trials
ER 15. If There is No God, All is Permitted: Theism and Moral Reasoning
[ER 30. The Just World]
[ER 31. Medical Ethics and History]
[ER 34. Liberty]
[ER 35. Nature]
ER 39. Money, Markets, and Morals
ER 40. History of Human Rights
[SLS 11. Molecules of Life]
[SLS 12. Understanding Darwinism]
SLS 15. Developmental Psychology: Origins of Knowledge
SLS 16. Human Evolution and Human Health
SLS 20. Psychological Science
SLS 20s. Psychological Science Seminar
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E&PS
E&PS

Hist of Sci
E&PS
E&PS
E&PS
AAAS
EALC

History
EALC, History

History
EMR

History
History

History
Anthro
History
EALC

EMR, History
Anthro, EMR, History

Anthro
AAAS, EMR, History, Sociology

NELC
History

Anthro, History, NELC
Anthro

Classics, History, Medieval Studies
History
History

EMR, Sociology
History

Anthro, NELC
History
History

Classics,  History
Government, NELC

EMR
Hist of Sci

EMR
History

EMR, Sociology
EMR

EMR, History
History, Hist of Sci

EMR
EMR, NELC

AAAS
AAAS, English

History
History

SPU 12. Natural Disasters
SPU 14. How to Build a Habitable Planet
[SPU 17. The Einstein Revolution]
SPU 25. Energy and Climate for the 21st Century
SPU 29. The Climate-Energy Challenge
SPU 31. Energy Resources and the Environment
[SW  26. Africa and Africans: The Making of a Continent in the Modern World]
SW 12. China
SW 12. China
SW 13. Japan in Asia and the World
SW 14. The British Empire
[SW 15. The Cuban Revolution, 1956-1971: A Self-Debate]
[SW 18. Europe on Trial: Retribution, Renewal and Reconciliation Since 1945]
[SW 19. Western Ascendancy: The Mainsprings of Global Power from 1400 to the 
Present]
[SW 22. Asia in the Making of the Modern World]
SW 25. Case Studies in Global Health: Biosocial Perspectives
[SW 26. Africa and Africans: The Making of a Continent in the Modern World]
SW 27. The Two Koreas
[SW 28. Exploration and Empire Building]
SW 30. Moctezuma’s Mexico: Then and Now
SW 33. Tokyo
SW 34. The Caribbean: Globalization, Socio-Economic Development & Cultural 
Adaptation
[SW 35. Conditional Equality: The Case of the Jews of Europe in Modern Times]
[SW 36. Modern India and South Asia]
SW 38. Pyramid Schemes: The Archaeological History of Ancient Egypt
SW 40. The Incas: The Last Great Empire of Pre-Columbian South America
SW 41. Medieval Europe
SW 42. The World Wars and Global Transformation, 1900-1950
SW 43. [Japan’s Samurai Revolution]
SW 44. Human Trafficking, Slavery and Abolition in the Modern World
SW 45. Beyond the Great Wall: China and the Nomadic Frontier
SW 46. The Anthropology of Arabia
SW 49. The Worlds of Business in Modern China
[SW 52. The Phoenix and the Firebird: Russia in Global Perspective]
[SW 53. The Fall of the Roman Empire]
SW 54. Islam and Politics in the Modern Middle East
[USW 12. American Encounters: Art, Contact, and Conflict, 1560-1860]
[USW 13. Medicine and Society in America]
[USW 15. Is the American Racial Order Being Transformed?]
USW 19. American Food: A Global History
USW 24. Reinventing (and Reimagining) Boston: The Changing American City
[USW 26.[Sex and the Citizen: Race, Gender, and Belonging in the United States]
[USW 28. Slavery/Capitalism/Imperialism: The US in the Nineteenth Century]
[USW 30. Tangible Things: Harvard Collections in World History]
[USW 31. American Society and Public Policy]
[USW 32. The World’s Religions in Multicultural America: Case Studies in Religious 
Pluralism]
[USW 33. Religion and Social Change]
USW 34. The Civil War from Nat Turner to Birth of a Nation
USW 38. Forced to be Free: Americans as Occupiers and Nation-Builders
USW 41. Power and Protest: The United States in the World of the 1960s
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By Location:

By concentration:
AAAS - W (Barker Center, Second Floor)
Anthropology: Archaeology Program - D (Peabody Museum)
Anthropology: Social Anthropology Program - E (Tozzer)
Applied Math - A (Pierce Hall, 110)
Astrophysics - Perkin Lab/60 Garden St
Biomedical Engineering - A (Pierce Hall 110)
Celtic Languages & Literature - AA (Warren House)
Chemistry - F (Biolabs)
Chemistry & Physics - J (McKay)
Classics - X (Boylston, 204)
Comparative Literature - V (Dana Palmer House)
Computer Science - A (Pierce Hall, 110)
CPB - I (Fairchild, 95)
E&E - C (Center for the Environment, Third Floor)
East Asian Studies - H (9 Kirkland Place)
Economics - M (Littauer Center)
Eletrical Engineering - A (Pierce Hall, 110)
EMR - Two Arrow Street
Engineering Sciences - A (Pierce Hall, 110)
English - W  (Barker Center)
EPS - B (Hoffman Labs)
ESPP - C (Center for the Environment, Third Floor)
Folklore & Mythology - AA (Warren House)
Germanic Languages & Literature - W (Barker Center, 365)
GHHP - 14 Story Street
Government  - P (CGIS Knafel Building)
HDRB - F (Biolabs)
HEB - D (Peabody Museum, Fifth Floor)
History - T (Robinson Hall)

History & Literature - W (Barker Center, 122)
History of Art & Architecture - R (Sackler Museum)
History of Science - N (Science Center, 371)
Integrative Biology - F (Biolabs, 1082b)
Linguistics - X (Boylston, Third Floor)
Mathematics - N (Science Center, Third Floor)
MBB - O (William James Hall, 275)
MCB - I (Fairchild, 95)
Mechanical Engineering - A (Pierce Hall, 110)
Medieval Studies  - W (Barker Center)
Microbial Sciences - 25 Francis Ave
Music - L (Music Building)
NELC - G  (Semitic Museum)
Neurobiology - F (Biolabs, 1082c)
Philosophy  - S (Emerson Hall, 209a)
Physics - K (Jefferson Lab)
Psychology - O (William James Hall, 218)
REECA - Q (1730 Cambridge St, Third Floor)
Religion  - W (Barker Center)
Romance Languages & Literature - X (Boylston, Fourth Floor)
Slavic Languages & Literature - W (Barker Center, Third Floor) 
Social Studies - O (William James Hall, Third Floor)
Sociology - O (William James Hall, Sixth Floor)
South Asian Studies - Y (1 Bow St, 312)
Special Concentrations - W (Barker Center, 120)
Statistics - N (Science Center, Seventh Floor)
Theater, Dance & Media - Z (Farkas Hall)
VES - U (Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts)
WGS - X (Boylston, Ground Floor)

A - Pierce Hall 
   Applied Math (110)
   Biomedical Engineering (110)
   Computer Science (110)
   Eletrical Engineering (110)
   Engineering Sciences (110)
   Mechanical Engineering (110)
B - Hoffman Labs
   EPS
C -  Center for the Environment
   E&E (Third FLoor)
   ESPP (Third Floor)
D - Peabody Museum
   Archaeology Program (Anthro)
   HEB (Fifth Floor)
E - Tozzer Anthropology Buidling
   Social Anthropology Program   
F - Biolabs
   Chemistry
   HDRB
   Integrative Biology (1082b)
   Neurobiology (1082c) 
G - Semitic Museum
   NELC
H - 9 Kirkland Place
   East Asian Studies 
I - Fairchild
   CPB (95)

   MCB (95)
J - McKay
   Chemistry & Physics
K - Jefferson Lab
   Physics
L - Music Building
   Music
M - Littauer Center
   Economics
N - Science Center
   History of Science (371)
   Mathematics (Third Floor)
   Statistics (Seventh Floor)
O - William James Hall
   MBB (275)
   Psychology (218)
   Social Studies (Third Floor)
   Sociology (Sixth Floor)
P - CGIS Knafel Building
   Government
Q - 1730 Cambridge St
   REECA (Third Floor)
R - Sackler Museum
   History of Art & Architecture
S - Emerson
   Philosophy (209a)
T - Robinson Hall
   History

U - Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts
   VES
V - Dana Palmer House
   Comparative Literature
W - Barker Center
   AAAS (Second Floor)
   English
   Germanic Languages & Literature (365)
   History & Literature (122)
   Medieval Studies
   Religion
   Slavic Languages & Literature
        (Third Floor)
   Special Concentrations (120)
X - Boylston
   Classics (204)
   Linguistics (Third Floor)
   Romance Languages & Literature 
        (Fourth Floor)
   WGS (Ground Floor) 
Y - 1 Bow St
   South Asian Studies (312)
Z - Farkas Hall
   Theater, Dance & Media
AA - Warren House
   Celtic Languages & Literature
   Folklore & Mythology

Concentrations in italics are not within scope of map. Consult complete campus map at map.harvard.edu
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Questions?
   Come find us.

AA


